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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
22 October 2022      
 
RORY McILROY  ( -13) 
 
 
Q.  What was your favorite eagle? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's nice when you get that question. 
 
I think the eagle on 12 was the most fun just after how far I hit the tee shot. Yeah, the 6-iron 
into 4 as well, it landed absolutely perfect. I couldn't have landed it in a better spot to 
obviously trundle up there towards the hole. It was sort of you take away those two holes 
and I was even par for the rest of the round. Felt like it was a little scrappy coming in, but did 
enough to hang in there and shoot a solid score. 
 
Q.  On 15, where were you aiming? Certainly not -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, I mean, I guess like those sprinklers. It was one of those I knew I was 
going to go close to them, but just law of averages in my head suggested the ball wouldn't 
hit them. It was just one of those things I just had to take a chance. And I don't know if I was 
lucky or unlucky, I'm not sure if it hadn't missed those sprinklers, if it was, you know. I could 
have went left of them, but then I was sort of just giving myself 12 feet from that direction. I 
felt it was the only way to try to get it close.  
 
Q.  I only saw it going to the sprinkler, but I'm assuming -- did you use your putter? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah. For the second shot? 
 
Q.  No, the sprinkler head, you started with your putter or did you chip it? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I chipped it, I chipped it and then it still got on the green to like eight feet 
or whatever. 
 
Q.  You said kind of a scrappy round. Does that kind of encapsulate how you feel 
about the whole round in general? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think so. Three birdies, two bogeys apart from the two eagles. It wasn't 
terrible by any means, but I felt like after I sort of hit three really good shots into 7 -- 7, 8, 9, 
10, even 11, I played that tough stretch pretty well.  
 
But sort of after the eagle on 12, it was sort of a little scrappy. I had to get it up and down on 
13, didn't get it up and down on 14, nice birdie on 16, but then 17 it was just sort of not 
trying -- I felt I was trying to make birdies, but just every time I took a step forward, I took a 
step back. It was just, I guess it was just the way the course -- the course played a little bit 



 

 2 

tougher today than the previous two days. 
 
Q.  What do you feel like made the course play that much more difficult? 
 
RORY McILROY:  They moved a couple of tees back. Fourteen, the par 3, was playing 
really long, especially with the pin on the back of the green. And then 17 was playing a lot 
longer today, I had 5-iron there. Those two holes. Nine played a little longer, six played a bit 
longer. Just those tough par 4s just had a little more length. 
 
Q.  You talked earlier in the week about taking a run at No. 1 again and you put 
yourself right in a great position. What's the excitement level for tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  You know, the ranking will just take care of itself if I do what I want to do. 
Ultimately, I just want to win this golf tournament. If I win the golf tournament, then 
everything will take care of itself.  
 
So for me, tomorrow I need to go out there, sort of set myself a score that I want to shoot, try 
to do that. Again, focusing on that, hope that that ends up with a couple of things, a trophy 
and getting back to the top of the world rankings. But all I can focus on is going out and 
shooting a good golf score and if I can do that, I guess that's all I can ask of myself. 
 
Q.  Kind of along those lines, winning does take care of everything. I'm just curious if 
you can think back to 10 years ago on the last day of the Honda, which was your first 
chance to do it, if your feeling then was different now that it's your potentially ninth 
time if you've done your research?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so the week before Honda was Match Play and Hunter beat me in 
the final. So if I had won the final in that, I would have got to No. 1., so it felt like it was a 
second chance for me.  
 
Yeah, there's an excitement level of doing something for the first time that I think you're 
never going to get back again. But again, it's still something that everyone out here would 
obviously be very, very proud of. It's been a long journey from when I was No. 1 back in July 
of 2020, it's been two years and a bunch of stuff has happened, so I think that thinking back 
along it will be -- it mightn't have the excitement that 2012 did, but it will have as much if not 
more meaning because of everything that I've sort of went through over the last couple 
years. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like you're a different person, different golfer since the last time you 
were No. 1? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I'm a father now, so that's different. I went on a couple of rabbit 
holes since then as well with my swing and my game. So being able to come back up out of 
those rabbit holes and find my way back, that's the real satisfying part. 
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Q.  I'm going to leave you with one non-golf question considering some of the 
references you've made as a father. Max said the other day on the impending birth 
that he was looking forward to the things that he didn't know that he needed to be 
looking forward to, the things he didn't know. Looking back, what was the best thing 
about being a father that you weren't expecting? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think again it's going back to those like first things, first word, first step. 
 
Q.  Moments? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, just those first moments are very -- and those firsts keep 
happening, right? It's not as if they ever stop. There's firsts all the way, I will imagine all the 
way into teenage years and beyond and everything else. I think just all those firsts.  
 
And yeah, looking forward to bath time and looking forward to going into the room in the 
morning and getting them up out of bed, just all that stuff that you sort of would take for 
granted.  
 
But as the one thing I've said since I've had a child is it gives me much more -- I always 
thought I appreciated my parents, but it gives me much more appreciation for my parents 
after having kids. 
  


