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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
20 October 2022      
 
RORY McILROY  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, how much did the driver get you going today? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, after the first hole where I hit it 50 yards right off the tee, it started 
to get going after that. Look, it's a golf course where you can hit driver a lot, the fairways are 
quite generous, but obviously if you go off the fairways, you can get in some trouble. But I 
drove the ball well today. I took advantage of the par 5s, the drivable par 4 on the back nine 
there, 15. Yeah, if I can keep driving it like that over the next few days, I'll be in a good spot. 
 
Q.  I guess 15's drivable for some? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it's drivable for some. I didn't even -- I hit while the guys in front 
were on the green and I didn't think I was getting quite as far up as I did, so I had to give 
them a little wave and apologize.  
 
Yeah, the longer I stood over that tee shot, the more likely it was that I was going to lay up, 
so I just needed to step up and hit it. Whether they were on the green or not, I had to go. 
 
Q.  You've been in such a good groove recently. Just curious why you had Michael to 
come out to check last week? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I just hadn't seen him since, I hadn't seen him since Wentworth. So Italy, 
week off, Dunhill, so I hadn't seen him in like a month. I thought it was just a good time to get 
a little checkup before playing here.  
 
And then depending on how this week goes, whether he comes back out again before Dubai 
or maybe just makes a trip to Dubai for a week of sort of looking at me a little bit and 
watching golf and having a vacation. 
 
Q.  Was there anything you were working on? 
 
RORY McILROY:  A little bit, yeah. I'm just trying to get my right arm to support the club a 
little more at the top. Sometimes I take it back and my right arm and elbow starts getting 
behind me, so trying to get it more sort of online in front of me. It's actually a nice swing 
thought to have because it's not so much that it's taking your attention away from the target 
or the shot that you're trying to hit, it's literally to support it a touch more at the top, that's it. 
 
Q.  When you talked about reset after the Ryder Cup last year, what was the most 
important ingredient in that? 
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RORY McILROY:  I think getting back ownership of my game. I sort of went down a path 
that I realized wasn't for me. That was really it, just trying to get back ownership of my game, 
my golf swing and being OK with doing it my way. I think that was the big thing. 
 
Q.  What led you down that path in the first place? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I probably had one of the -- I struck the ball very poorly at Bay Hill in 
'21 on the weekend and then the first two days at THE PLAYERS in '21 were some of the -- I 
was just -- I was producing golf shots that I didn't know where they were coming from.  
 
So then I started to go down a different path. I got another opinion from Pete Cowen and 
started to go down that path. Look, it was very good at the start, I think Pete actually got me 
back on track a little bit and I won at Quail Hollow. But I started to keep going down that path 
a little bit too much and then it just got -- I guess I just felt like I didn't fully own what I was 
doing. I was just trying to get a little bit more of me back into it. Yeah, that was it. 
 
Q.  Secondly, we've talked about the No. 1 ranking which is some motivation to you, 
Dubai is still out there for you. Without that and looking at some of the other guys in 
the field, would you find it tough to really get motivated this time of the year? You're 
an exception, in other words. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think so, but it depends, it depends what you've done this year. I 
think if I didn't have these two sort of carrots out in front of me but I had come off the season 
that I've had, you know, good season, FedExCup, everything, like it would be very easy to 
just take the rest of the year off and be like, you know what, I'll see everyone in Hawaii in 
January.  
 
But there's always something. I think I was alluding to it yesterday in the press conference. 
No matter what you achieve in this game, you're having to constantly reset your goals and 
reframe your mindset. I think the players on TOUR and players at this level, I think they 
naturally do that and they're good doing that, and that's always been the case for me. 
 
So yeah, maybe if I didn't have these two things to go for over the next couple of months, I 
would take a bit of time off, but I still feel motivated, and I think playing well motivates you 
even more also. There's definitely no lack of that. 
 
Q.  What were your impressions of Tom and his game? 
 
RORY McILROY:  He didn't really miss a shot out there. He's a very, very solid player, plays 
to his strengths. Makes the same swing at it pretty much every time, like it's very, very 
consistent, very steady.  
 
He was sort of picking my brain a little bit out there about like speed training and I'm like, No, 
no, no, no. I think as he gets a little older and maybe a touch stronger, he'll get that naturally, 
but I was like, Do not go down that path, you're good the way you are.  
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Q.  Does he remind you of anybody?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I don't know, maybe like -- I'd say maybe like a Hideki. Hideki was 
that good at that age, but maybe a little more consistent, like a little more consistent, 
something like that.  
 
Yeah, look, over the last 50 years there's only been one other player to come out and win 
twice before his 21st birthday, so he's made a really good start. But, you know, I think we 
can -- we don't need to make comparisons quite yet, just let him turn into the person he's 
going to be and I think that will be good enough to have a hell of a career. 
 
Q.  What did you guys chat about when he wasn't asking you for advice?   
 
RORY McILROY:  I know he likes fast food, so I asked him Chik-fil-A or Popeye's and he 
told me he hasn't had Popeye's yet. So I'm like no, you've got to have Popeye's, I think it's 
better than Chick-fil-A.  
 
He got a place in Dallas, told me about that. Practices at Dallas National, Trinity Forest.  
 
Yeah, that's sort of -- a lot of golf talk, which is understandable.  
 
Q.  Were you cautioning against the speed training based on your own experience 
or --  
 
RORY McILROY:  He hits it far enough. I think when I was maybe 20 and then got to like 22 
or 23, naturally I just got a little more speed. I mean, just based on my own experience, I 
don't think it's something he needs to chase right now because like he hits it so well and his 
fundamentals are so good that if he starts to chase it, I worry that that would get off and then 
it affects the rest of his game. 
  


