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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
20 October 2022      
 
SHANE LOWRY  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  A good round to start things off today, Shane. Just your thoughts on the day? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, it was OK, I played good. I missed a lot of chances coming in, but 
my first round around here, you know. I obviously played a practice, 18 holes in practice in 
the pro-am and nine on Tuesday, but it was nice to get off to a good start and bogey free is 
all good, too. 
 
Q.  Gary was just up here and he was talking about the wideness of the fairways, the 
firmness of the course. Do you think this is a course that sets up well for you? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Do I think this is a course that sets up well for me? Yeah, it's all about 
second shots, so my iron play's pretty good. You hit it in the fairway, which the fairways are 
pretty wide, and you need to be precise with your iron shots. The greens are going to firm up 
as the week goes on and it will be good. 
 
Q.  Have you seen a course like this this year? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  No, it's not like your typical course we play in America. On one of the 
holes you look back and it feels like the Sandbelt, a lot of fairways are wider, but around the 
greens, the sharpness of the bunkers, how quick they are and the runoffs and stuff. Not that 
I can remember, no. We don't normally play golf courses that are this firm, so it's nice. A little 
bit of wind would be nice and make it very tricky. But it was a lovely morning out there for 
golf this morning, it was very gettable. 
 
Q.  For the record, on a perfect day, Shane Lowry complained about the weather and 
not wind.  I wanted to ask you at this time of the year, what is your motivation? When 
you get to a point where the majors are over, the FedEx is over --  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  That's a great question. That's a great question because I only 
(indiscernible) at the start of the week and last year this time of year I had no motivation 
whatsoever. And this year, not that I'm struggling, I had a good practice week with my coach 
and my trainer last week. I don't have -- I'm not sure I don't have motivation to practice and 
get better, I kind of lose a bit of motivation to compete a little bit this time of year. The 
Masters feels like it's a long way away. We are playing for FedExCup points this week, so 
you do have to motivate yourself to go out there and play well.  
 
Yeah, but it is, it is tough. It's one of those where it's a strange time of year, isn't it, where the 
Playoffs feel like a long time ago, the Masters feels like a long way away, so you kind of feel 
like you're in no-man's land. I'm not playing much golf this time of year this year. I'm playing 
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Dubai and yeah, maybe once after that, but yeah, we'll see. 
 
Q.  Without sounding terribly negative, would you mind me asking what you're doing 
here? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  What am I doing here? Because I need to play events. This is like I'm 
probably already a thousand points behind in the FedExCup before I teed it up this 
weekend. 
 
Q.  This is your first, right? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  This is my first PGA TOUR event of the season and my next one will 
probably be Waste Management. That's why I have to play this week. Yeah, you have to 
play. Hopefully I can go and pick up a few points this week and not be too far behind when 
they come back in January.  
 
Yeah, it's always tricky making a schedule because you want to perform at the highest level 
all the time and I feel like you need to be out there giving it your all. And look, I am out there 
giving it my best, but yeah, the motivation is tough this time of year. I'm not saying -- look, I 
stood on the first tee today, I went out there and I shot the best score I could, that's all I can 
do. Yeah, it was a good question because --  
 
Q.  Just your heart pumping is different?  
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Yeah, it's -- look, and hopefully I can play good enough to give myself a 
chance at the weekend and I think that gets your adrenaline going and stuff like that, but 
yeah, we'll see. 
 
Q.  What other one might you enter? 
 
SHANE LOWRY:  Bahamas if I can get in, if I get an invite. I think I have -- it's not -- is it 
official? I don't know. I think -- I'm not in, but I think I'm getting one of the invites, I think, 
thankfully, so that will be a nice week. 
  


