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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
19 October 2022      
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We would like to welcome No. 1 player in the world, Scottie Scheffler, into the 
interview room at THE CJ CUP in South Carolina.  
 
Scottie, making your first start here at Congaree. Initial impressions of the course?  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, golf course is cool. It's very firm, it's fast, the greens are 
really quick and I'm sure they could get faster, but first impressions are it will be a cool place 
to come play. Definitely going to be a good test and for me it's a golf course that's really fun 
to play.  
 
JACK RYAN:  Coming off Player of the Year season last year, obviously making your first 
start this season, what are the goals coming into the season?  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, I'm just kind of approaching things the way I always have, 
I'm not looking too far into the future. I took some time off after the year ended last year, or 
season ended. I was a little bit worn at the end of the year, so it was definitely nice to be 
able to go home and check out a little bit and then just kind of get some quality rest. I 
prepared for this one for probably the last couple weeks, so I feel ready to go. I'm not looking 
too far ahead.  
 
Q.  Scottie, obviously statistically you are very strong across the board. Anything that 
you're looking to tighten up or improve for this coming season? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, definitely clean things up. I feel like my ball-striking, I made 
kind of a big stride last year in my Strokes Gained:  Approach. That was a really large area 
of improvement and that was just working on some things in the gym and then creating a lot 
of different shots for myself, so I'll continue to hone that stuff in and just clean up the areas 
that always need work like putting, short game, wedge numbers. Golf's kind of one of those 
games where you feel like you can always be improving. 
 
Q.  Scottie, you talked about checking out a little bit, having the ability to do that. 
What does that look like for you? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  It's not as easy as you think because let's say if I'm sitting at home 
one afternoon, I want to just chill, watch TV, watch a show or something, my mind kind of will 
always go back to golf. That's just kind of how I've always been. I'm very competitive and I 
was frustrated with how last season ended, I really want to win the FedExCup, so for me it 
was kind of harder to check out this time of year. But I started just doing other stuff, I started 
playing other sports, finding things to kind of occupy my brain that aren't golf. 
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Q.  New putter this week? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What is it and why the change and how often do you change? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  I typically don't like changing equipment at all, but I've been using 
it now for probably two, three weeks. Late in the year I putted what felt like to me pretty 
poorly, I was really streaky. I was trying a few different things and that's not really a way to 
improve when you're kind of, felt like I was kind of blindly throwing darts just trying to find 
something. Sometimes I was lining the ball up, sometimes I wasn't.  
 
I've used that kind of same style putter for a long time and I grabbed one of these. I 
remember in junior golf I used kind of a mallet type putter head and I think it was the putter I 
used when I won the U.S. Junior and I won the Junior invitational, which at the time were 
kind of like the two biggest junior tournaments. I grabbed this putter that I had at home that I 
tested a while ago. I set it up and I was like, man, this thing's really easy to line up, I don't 
feel I really have to work a lot to line the ball up correctly.  
 
I fooled around with that model, figured out what I liked and didn't like and I talked to the 
guys at Titleist and they were able to get a putter to me in like a day from California. I kept 
using this one. For me it's just really easy to line up, I feel like I'm more consistent with it. I 
feel like my ceiling's still the same. I can get hot with the putter and make a ton of putts, but I 
felt like my floor was a little too low last year, so hopefully this will be one of those deals that 
will kind of raise the floor. 
 
Q.  Continuing on that, you seemed to be pretty frustrating with the putting at the 
Presidents Cup, you were out putting very late in the evening. Was there anything that 
you learned from the putting of Steve Stricker? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, Stricks, he's a pretty smart guy and the results speak for 
themselves with his putting. 
 
I've worked with the same coach, Randy, my whole life and so I haven't ever really gotten 
many second opinions. Most of the second opinions that I've gotten have been from guys 
that are just really good players, Steve being one of them.  
 
Sometimes it's good to have a kind of different voice in your head. Like I said, Randy and I 
have been working together for so long that it was kind of nice just to hear some different 
thoughts on how Steve approached putting, because I definitely was frustrated with how I 
was rolling it at the Presidents Cup. I wasn't hitting my lines, I couldn't get comfortable over 
the ball. If it was a stroke play tournament, I would have been fine, I still would have been 
able to play good, but with it being match play, you've got to make those putts toward the 
end of the matches and I wasn't able to do that. It was very helpful kind of picking his brain 
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and just kind of learning from him. 
 
Q.  Did you try anything different on Sunday? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  A little bit. I putted good on Sunday. Like I said, it was just nice 
kind of getting a second opinion and hearing a different voice just on something like that. 
Like Steve approached putting a little bit differently than I may have in the past. Sometimes 
it's good just to have that second set of eyes. 
 
Q.  When's the last tournament you felt like you putted well? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  It's tough because I would go through spurts where I would putt 
well. The last tournament where I felt like for four days I putted well was probably the 
Masters. I mean, obviously the results there were good. My memory for stuff like that isn't 
really good, I have a very short memory, so the Masters is obviously one that sticks out in 
my head. I'm sure there's a few throughout the year where I putted pretty good. 
 
Q.  Were you speaking specifically of the 18th hole at the Masters? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  No. I think of the Masters as a five-shot win, not a three-shot win.  
 
Q.  We ran this by Jordan yesterday as well, but with the elevated events now, have 
you given any consideration to what your May's going to look like just given your -- 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  What my May is going to look like? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  May, that's a good question. I think you have Wells Fargo, 
Byron, PGA, Colonial, Memorial. So the Byron and Colonial both will be events at 
home where I get to sleep in my own bed, those are tough ones to skip. And 
obviously I want to do what I can to support the TOUR, so I haven't really looked too 
far into that. I'm sure my schedule will look pretty similar to how it looked last year, 
but I'll definitely be adding probably either Wells Fargo or Memorial. 
 
Q.  Do you think, Scottie, that anybody, I guess depending on where they finish on the 
PIP, would be willing to forfeit their bonus to not play an elevated event just to give 
themselves a break they feel they need? Does that make any sense? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, it's like how much value can you place, like what's -- it's a 
tough discussion because like what's the monetary value of the other thing that you want to 
do that week. So if it was like, let's say, my sister was getting married or I'm having a baby, 
like whatever monetary value I'm giving up to watch that happen, that's what I'm going to do, 
it doesn't matter the money amount.  
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So I think that's going to be a tough balance for guys whether it's a vacation or just time off 
or whatever it is. That will be a little bit of a tough decision, but I'm sure guys will be willing to 
give that up. I mean, it's like what's it worth to you to kind of be able to live your life the way 
you want to live it. 
 
Q.  One, this is your second appearance in the CJ CUP, right? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Sorry, what was that?  
 
JACK RYAN:  Second appearance.  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  This is my second?   
 
JACK RYAN:  Yeah. 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Second.  
 
Q.  Is there anything special that a part at THE CJ CUP that you remember from last 
year? And second question, do you have any comments or thoughts on the recent 
good performance of Korean young players like Tom Kim?  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, so I'll start with the first part, like memories from the last CJ 
CUP. Obviously, the player dining. I've never really been one to venture out with my food 
options. I'm very much like I could eat the same meal every day, so being able to try some of 
the Korean food in there. I mean the fried stuff's obviously my favorite just because it's fried 
and it tastes really good. That's definitely good memories from last year. 
 
Then as far as the young talent on TOUR, Tom's one of the guys, actually I played with Tom 
last year at THE CJ CUP when it was at Summit and I think I could kind of tell right away 
that his attitude was probably what stuck out the most to me. He seemed like a talented guy, 
seemed like a good player, but his attitude to me seemed like what was going to kind of 
propel him. 
 
I played a practice round with him at The Open this year and it was kind of the same thing 
where I was really impressed with the way he carried himself around the golf course.  
 
I think that's going to be really important for him because he's so young and there's going to 
be so much happening for him with the amount of talent that he has. His attitude I think is 
what's really going to be a difference maker for him. 
 
Q.  Scottie, you mentioned the width, you mentioned the firmness of the golf course. 
Will the width in any way negate your decision on hitting driver around here because 
it is firm? And then also, a thought about the surrounds, the green surrounds here in 
your approach with respect to that? 
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SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  I'll start with the surrounds of the green. I think it's really nice 
because to me it seems like on a lot of holes, the worse approach shot you hit, the further 
away from the hole it's going to go. It's not like it's these gigantic runoffs where it trickles off 
or if you totally airmail the green the ball's going to stay in the same place.  
 
Here it's more gradual, but they're so fast like if it trickles over, it's probably going to stay on 
somewhat of an upslope, but if you airmail the green and it lands on the downslope, that 
ball's going out and it's going in the bushes, sand, all that stuff. So that aspect of the 
firmness I really like because the better shot you hit, usually you're going to get rewarded 
accordingly. 
 
As far as hitting driver, I feel like this golf course has a good mix of holes to where you have 
some really short ones and then really long ones. There may be two holes out here that 
could be drivable depending on wind, but I think you're going to see me hitting driver a lot 
because the rest of the holes are so long. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the short ones, 3 and 15. No. 15 added a new tee so you've got 20 
more carry on the left-hand side of that waste area there. Depending on wind, will you 
try to go for both of those greens? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  I've got to know for sure that I can cover that bunker on the left on 
15 because if you hit it in that bunker, that's kind of dead. It's a pretty easy layup.  
 
No. 3's tough because depending on where they put that tee, it's still like 335 to the front and 
there's some trees on the left to cover or you've got to be able to kind of hook a driver. Both 
of them, if the tee is back, I'll probably be laying up more often than I would be going for it 
just because of the way the trees are situated on 3, and I think it's like a 325 carry of that 
bunker on 15. If they put the tees all the way back and there's no wind, you're probably 
going to see me laying up mostly on those holes. 
 
Q.  Does this course remind you of anywhere else you've played before? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Not really. That's one of those questions I need time to think 
about, but off the top of my head, not really. It's pretty unique with the firmness, with the 
sand capping, it's definitely pretty unique, but I think it's going to be really cool and fun. 
 
Q.  Where would you say your confidence is in your game now versus a year ago 
coming off the success you had at the Ryder Cup? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  I would say pretty similar. If anything, I may be a touch more 
confident this year kind of coming off the year that I had. Definitely the Presidents Cup was 
frustrating, not winning as much, but as I said, I didn't putt as good as I hoped to. But other 
than that, short game was good, ball-striking was great.  
 
For me, the way my game is, I feel like it's in a good spot. For some reason I've always 
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struggled in the fall. Last year was really the first fall that I had since I got to college where I 
played pretty well. So for me kind of going into the fall, it's always been kind of a time of rest 
and kind of recovery and testing things out, and this week I'm testing a little something out 
with the putter. I've been playing good at home and putting good at home, the things that I've 
been working on for the last few years I feel like I'm continuing to improve on, which is 
definitely a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Scottie, given the success you had and sort of the jump you made, did your life 
change as much as we might have imagined it would for somebody who's done what 
you did this year or have you been able to keep it the same? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  I would say life at home for me is pretty similar. It's definitely a little 
different with people that I'm not super close with, whether it be when I'm out practicing or at 
a tournament. Life at tournaments is definitely a lot different than it was a year ago. But as 
far as stuff at home, life's pretty much the same. 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  Those are all the questions we have. Thank you very much for your 
time, Scottie, and best of luck this week. 
 


