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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 19, 2022      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
Q.  Bernie, where you sit and you -- the next three events you have played very 
well at.  Can you catch him? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  To be honest, it's very unlikely.  I think the race is real down to 
the top 5, and they all have a good chance.  I would have to win probably all three, 
which has never been done before, and it's very unlikely.  So my chances are less than 
slim, let's put it that way. 
 
Q.  If you had to handicap the field, what would you think? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, I have no idea.  We don't do handicaps.  Never had a 
handicap in my life, so I don't know that game. 
 
Q.  What is it about this golf course?  What do you have to do well? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think everything.  Got to drive the ball, keep it out of the 
Bermuda rough, because you can't control the flight automatic of there, the spin.  And 
the greens are usually beautiful, so you have to make some putts.  But it's a ball striker's 
golf course and always produces good champions, I think.  That's what we've seen in 
the past, and I believe it's going to continue that way. 
 
Q.  What about the course that suited your strengths?  You won here twice.? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, well, if I play well, I can play most courses well.  But, as I 
said, you got to drive the ball well, you got to hit a lot of greens, because if you miss 
some greens it's tough to get it up and down with the grainy fringes they have and the 
Bermuda rough that's around there.  So you got to hit the ball well, but just as important 
you got to putt well, like every week.  So when I'm on top of my game, I can do that.  
And when I'm not, then I'm not going to have a chance.  But that's basically what it takes 
around here. 
 
Q.  Do you have a favorite moment -- you had the playoff last year, you had the 
eagle on 18 in 2017.  Do you have a favorite moment? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that might have been my favorite moment around here, 
is the eagle that I made to win by one.  Three perfect shots.  As I said, a great tee shot, 
and I had to kind of fade my -- slice my 3-wood in there, which I did, and made a 
beautiful left-to-right putt for eagle.  And there's no better way to finish than that. 
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Q.  I believe you said last year that there's something that you work on with your 
game each year in order to keep it up to date and up to speed with some of the 
younger players that are out here.  Is there something new that you have worked 
on this year to help keep your game up to date? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, nothing in particular.  Just try -- I try to be the best that I 
can be.  So I look at my game and try and find ways to improve, where can I get a little 
bit better?  Is it putting?  Is it chipping?  Is it the bunker game?  Is it mentally?  Is it 
physically?  I know I'm not going to hit the ball any longer from this point on.  I'm getting 
older and shorter.  So I have to try and really be close to 100 percent in the other areas 
of the game to be able to compete with the guys that hit it 30 or 40 yards past me. 
 
Q.  Do you enjoy that kind of challenge, when you know that this is what -- it's all 
on me now?  As it probably has been for a long time. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's -- yeah, I do enjoy a challenge, but it's always been 
more or less me against the golf course.  I don't really play against my competitors.  I 
just try and find a way, how can Bernhard Langer shoot the lowest score on this 
particular day, on this golf course.  And if I play close to my best ability, I might have a 
chance, or have a chance to win.  And if I'm not even close to it, then there's no chance 
to win.  That's just how it is out here.  But I really play against myself or against the golf 
course, not against everybody else. 
 
Q.  We just asked Steven Alker to compare his PGA Tour career to his PGA Tour 
Champions Tour career, what the difference was.  And he said, "Honestly, I'm 
having so much fun out here, it's such a fun place to be."  How much of a factor is 
that for you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah, I think the fun factor is huge.  Just -- it's like a big 
family, the familiarity with the guys and the way we treat each other, and all of that.  And 
I think another thing that may have benefited him is just success.  When you have 
success, it breeds confidence, and confidence breeds more success.  And it was like 
that with me, too.  When you're constantly in contention, you get used to being in 
contention, you get used to the pressure and to winning.  And it's nothing special, 
any -- not that special.  Like, if it happens once a year, you may be more nervous than 
when it happens every second week. 
 
Q.  How much pressure do you think will be on him the next three tournaments, 
having not been in this position before? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  There will certainly be some pressure, because he knows he's 
got some really good player breathing down his neck.  And he's played exceptionally 
well.  He deserves to win the Schwab Cup, but with double points and also things can 
happen.  We have seen it in the past.  It usually comes down to the Schwab Cup to be 
decided -- and I think just because he's played so well for a whole year, he -- I don't 
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want to say he feels entitled to win, but he feels like he deserves to win.  And then if it 
doesn't happen, at the 12:00 o'clock hour, you're disappointed, I guess. 
 
Q.  What is your impression of the course conditions?  You may have heard there 
was some vandalism on some holes on the back nine.  Get a chance to see it?  
What's your impression of how it was prepared? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I haven't seen it, so I can't really comment on it.  It's just 
a shame that kind of thing happens even nowadays, just to ruin somebody's property 
and cost a lot of money and work and labor and love to repair it.  It's a shame it 
happens.  So shame on them, whoever they are.  But I'm sure the greenskeepers, the 
staff, have done a great job to do the best they can. 
 
Q.  Thank you.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome.   
  


