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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
19 October 2022      
 
TOM KIM 
 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  We will go ahead and welcome Tom Kim to the media center here at 
THE CJ CUP in South Carolina.  
 
Tom, your third start of the season, obviously having won in Las Vegas a couple weeks ago 
to really get your season started off strong. Just talk about how you want to continue that 
momentum here in Congaree this week. 
 
TOM KIM:  Yes, I mean, obviously having my title sponsor as an event is really special. 
Obviously with the win in Vegas, I would love to kind of have a good week here. It means a 
lot to all Koreans playing this week and hopefully I can do something special this week and 
have a good week. 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  This is obviously a golf course that not many people are familiar with. 
What's some of your initial takeaways as you've begun your practice?  
 
TOM KIM:  I've only played the front nine so far, going out in the pro-am in the afternoon on 
the back nine. It's an awesome track, like it's amazing to see.  
 
Obviously it's my first time here, but the golf course is going to play really, really tough, I 
think. It depends on the weather and the wind, but I mean, the first front nine is absolutely 
beautiful and I can't wait to tee it up.  
 
Q.  Tom, winning is great, but I'm curious if you can distinguish between the meaning, 
the feeling, the significance between Greensboro and Vegas? 
 
TOM KIM:  Yeah. So Greensboro was I think was my first win and I didn't really have a 
chance, like obviously I secured my card for next year, but I wasn't going to be able to play 
the Playoffs. But so that first win really kind of secured my season for one or two years and 
obviously getting into the Playoffs, so it kind of hit me really hard. It was kind of like more of 
a relief, like OK, now we have a few years on TOUR, now I have a place to play.  
 
But I feel like in Vegas it was more of like OK, after the first win, can you repeat another 
good win or can you have a good season. I feel like obviously coming off the Presidents 
Cup, you know, obviously battling it out with Patrick and it was a great battle and kind of the 
win in Vegas for me was just like OK, I can kind of prove myself as I can do it twice, not 
once.  So that was really special for me.    
 
Q.  Tom, Rory mentioned you guys played together in Delaware. Can you tell me how 
the experience was, how it was like? 
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TOM KIM:  It was the first time for me to kind of see Rory in action on the course and he's a 
different person really. He's an amazing ball-striker, everyone knows he's an amazing driver 
of the golf ball. Obviously I had a few nerves for the first few holes, but I kind of obviously 
talking to him a little bit more got me into kind of being more comfortable around him, 
because obviously he's someone I looked up to ever since I started golf. It's going to be a 
really fun first couple days for me. It's going to be a great experience and I'm really looking 
forward to it. 
 
Q.  Tom, we know you've talked about how big the Presidents Cup was for you. You're 
still wearing the wristbands that Trevor gifted the team. What's that momentum mean 
for you and why do you continue to wear that in these weeks after the Presidents 
Cup?  
 
TOM KIM:  The reason why I have the wristband is sometimes I just like to kind of remind 
myself of how the week was and what my mindset was for the week, because it was my first 
time being in a team environment and feeling like I felt for the week of playing for my 
teammates more than myself, just kind of keeps me humble and just kind of keeps me 
grounded.  
 
Obviously I would love to play a lot more for the International Team, that's hopefully going to 
have a lot more opportunities. Obviously like it's just a reminder of what I felt that week. 
 
Q.  Do you have any rental car issues renting? 
 
TOM KIM:  Sometimes, sometimes, but luckily the PGA TOUR always has a great 
relationship with the services, so if I didn't have the PGA TOUR, I would not have been able 
to rent a car in the U.S, So I'm very grateful to play on TOUR right now. 
 
Q.  This is a simple one, Tom. I thought I heard on a telecast that you speak three 
languages. What's the third? 
 
TOM KIM:  I kind of -- so I speak two languages very, very fluently. The third one is not so 
good anymore, so I wouldn't count it as three. 
 
Q.  Well, they did on TV. 
 
TOM KIM:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Q.  I'm going to count it. 
 
TOM KIM:  I lived in the Philippines for six years, I do speak their language a little. I did 
speak their language, but as time went on, I haven't been there in a long time and obviously 
I haven't been around the people, so it's faded away a lot. I wouldn't really count it as a 
language that I'm able to speak if I can't speak it fluently. 
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Q.  You can probably answer if someone asked you a question? 
 
TOM KIM:  Probably not anymore. 
 
Q.  Lastly, kind of on that line, can you talk about I guess the differences or how your 
game was honed Australia and Philippines? 
 
TOM KIM:  I grew up in Australia for probably most of my life, but I didn't really play much 
golf. Once I moved to the Philippines is where I picked up a little bit more about the game. 
And once I turned professional, I moved to Thailand.  
 
For me, obviously traveling a lot and being in different environments, being in different 
cultures kind of got me into adjusting a little better. I felt like once I came out to the U.S. it 
was just another day for me, like OK, it was just another day to adjust. I wasn't really 
homesick because I was moving around a lot. Being in different countries, being in different 
cultures has definitely helped my career to find faster adjustments and be better at it. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
TOM KIM:  I would say so. I mean, but I really started to kind of get better once I moved to 
Thailand because that's when I first turned pro. That's when I kind of played with a lot more 
older guys. And obviously starting out on the Asian Tour was probably a big thing for me 
being as young as I was. That's where I kind of really took a jump into my career. 
 
Q.  What was the name of the course in the Philippines that you played most of the 
time? 
 
TOM KIM:  I had a few courses I was at. I wouldn't really -- it's hard for me to say one 
because I wouldn't want to upset the others. I had a few courses I was really lucky to 
practice at. 
 
Q.  And then can you tell the back story of how you started working with Cameron 
McCormick and what are you working on? 
 
TOM KIM:  Yeah, so Cam has been just -- I moved to Dallas and I kind of needed some 
checkups and he has obviously just for me just kind of seen him a few times of the year. I 
felt like he was a really good setup for me obviously living in Dallas and obviously him being 
there was really convenient for me. 
 
Obviously we started until lately, so we've just been kind of been doing checkups because 
I've been playing pretty well so that hasn't been something crazy where I needed to do 
something special, but it's more a performance part of how can I save one or two shots per 
week. So it's more on that instead of the technical stuff. 
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Q.  What made you pick Dallas? 
 
TOM KIM:  Just because obviously there's a direct flight to Korea and obviously it's central 
in the U.S. and there's a lot of places you can get to direct, so that was kind of the spot. 
 
I would say I have my Presidents Cup partner Si Woo there as well and we kind of hang out 
a little bit. I had a few people I knew at the same time and it was a great spot. 
 
Q.  Tom, you talk about the adjustments you were able to make. Not so much about 
your golf game, but what about your upbringing has allowed you to handle this stage 
so much better than seemingly others have at your particular young age? 
 
TOM KIM:  Can you say it again? 
 
Q.  Not about your golf game, but what about your upbringing with your family has 
allowed you to handle this stage better than others have at the ripe age of 20? 
 
TOM KIM:  I think it's huge. Outside of golf, like I feel like family is one of the most, probably 
the most important thing in life.  
 
And my family has been very supportive for me. I would say they travel a lot with me, so I 
don't -- I spent like I think two months this year where I traveled alone and I did miss family a 
lot. Having them with me all the time makes me feel at home wherever I am in the world.  
 
Obviously with the mental part, sometimes it's hard to kind of keep a straight head 365 days 
a year. Whenever I get a little off or I have some questions, obviously I can lean towards my 
family. Having them as basically giving me advice on everything. I'm still 20 years old, so I've 
still got a lot of growing up to do and for them to kind of stick by me at all times is kind of 
special. It's probably 90 percent of the reason why I'm here today. 
 
Q.  Do you ask a lot of questions? 
 
TOM KIM:  I do, a lot of questions. 
 
Q.  How did that come about? 
 
TOM KIM:  Like towards my family or --  
 
Q.  What makes you so curious, I guess? 
 
TOM KIM:  I don't know. I think it's just I'm very curious about how the mind works. And 
obviously with golf, like I've grown up watching these guys and I'm such a fan. Hopefully, I'll 
be able to concentrate on my golf this week obviously playing with Rickie and Rory. It's just 
kind of who I am, I'm curious. I always want to get better whether it's golf or it's life. I want to 
develop as a person and as a golfer, just kind of in my DNA. 



 

 5 

 
Q.  You're going to the Bahamas, the Hero, are you not? 
 
TOM KIM:  I am. 
 
Q.  If you had one question to ask Tiger, what would it be? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's impossible. 
 
Q.  Give it a shot.  
 
TOM KIM:  I ask a lot of questions, so for me to ask Tiger one question is probably the one 
thing that I probably won't be able to do in life, yeah.  
  


