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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 19, 2022      
 
STEVEN ALKER 
 
 
Q.  All right.  Steven, a handful of these questions you have probably been asked 
a hundred times before.  Wasn't long ago when all these courses were new to you 
on the PGA Tour Champions.  This is your first time here this week.  Have you had 
a chance to see much of the course and how it might set up for your game? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yeah, got a little bit of practice yesterday, quite a few holes, the par 
3's around here and a couple tee shots.  Putted the greens and got a feel for what I 
remember from last year.  So this is one of my favorites, to be honest.  I like this golf 
course.  I played pretty well here last year.  And I'm looking for the week to do a good 
job. 
 
Q.  Okay.  My bad.  I thought this was your first time here.  Apparently I'm wrong 
on that. 
 
One last question, and this is the part that I know you have been asked about a 
lot.  86 starts on the PGA Tour, not a single top-10.  Come out here this season, 20 
starts, 15 top-10s, three victories. 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yep. 
 
Q.  Has there been -- have you sat down and tried to think what in the world am I 
doing right? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Golf is easy when you turn 50.  No, seriously, it's just a combination 
of things.  There's a whole laundry list of things that come together and all my ducks in a 
row.  So I am just enjoying my time out here, I think is the big thing.  Just enjoying the 
environment, where I'm at playing with these guys, so much fun.  And obviously the 
game has come around.  Working hard at it.  Just continue doing the things I need to do 
and try and get, as I say, all those ducks in a row to try and take this thing out. 
 
Q.  Heading into the playoffs, obviously, a lot on the line, double points and so 
forth.  Is that something that you -- do you just kind of do what continues to work 
well for you, or do you change your strategy at all for these three weeks? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  No, not so much.  Just keep doing what I'm doing and just keep 
trying to win.  You know I'm the leader, guys are chasing, so this is where I made all my 
points last year.  So I know that guys can make a big move and make a jump.  So I'm 
just trying to focus on me out there and do my thing and try and get another win. 
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Q.  What changed last weekend for you? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  What changed last weekend?  Well, it just took that round to get the 
rust out from the week off, two weeks off, and then I just kind of got my team -- kind of 
things summed up a little bit on the golf course, did a lot better, and made some putts on 
Sunday.  So it was a nice weekend to -- good momentum coming into the playoffs. 
 
Q.  How do you build on that? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Just keep those good vibes going, keep focusing on what happened 
last week, and -- and just keep my game -- keep focusing on (inaudible) just keep going 
at it. 
 
Q.  Will you be relieved after Sunday (inaudible)? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yeah, it was -- it was a tough stretch, because I just played a lot of 
golf, coming off the Korn Ferry and having that run and playing well every week.  It was 
mentally quite draining.  So, yeah, it was just nice to go have some down time, think 
about it all, take it all in, because I didn't really have a chance to do that during that 
space in time.  So it was just nice to have some family time and just sit down and go, 
whoa, this has really happened. 
 
Q.  And what (inaudible)? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yeah, no, it was amazing.  And the big thing for me was avoiding the 
Tour school.  That was kind of what I was building up to and to avoid that was huge. 
 
Q.  Is your Sunday in Phoenix your -- (inaudible)? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  That's the plan, all going well.  It's getting exciting.  Anything can 
happen over the next three weeks.  So I'm just going to do my best to give it a shot.  
That's all I can ask for. 
 
Q.  You mentioned you played well here last year, finished fourth.  (inaudible) 
favorite? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Just kind of little shots fit my eye.  Your tee ball has got to be good, 
in the fairway, to give it (inaudible) and in the right spots.  So yeah, I just like the look of 
it.  It's a good mix of holes, long par 3s, some good par 4s, and you got some shorter 
holes.  So just a nice mix of holes, yeah. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) heading into this playoff stretch (inaudible)? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yeah (inaudible) so yeah, feeling really good. 
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Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yeah, not so much a leaderboard watcher, but (inaudible) happened 
to me last year (inaudible) in the playoffs, a lot of points.  So, yep, it's still open to 
anybody, and I got some work to do for sure. 
 
Q.  What's the key to playing your best this time of the year? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  You know, I think just managing your time, just keeping the body 
good, ready to play.  It's (inaudible). 
 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
STEVEN ALKER:  (Inaudible). 
 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yes. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) the course, and what's your impression of it? 
 
STEVEN ALKER:  Yes, I did see the holes in the back nine.  They have done an 
amazing job.  You really can't tell.  I think No. 11 green, 12 green, it's (inaudible) and 
come out pretty good.  They're going to be fine, no problem. 
 


