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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 16, 2021      
 
FRED COUPLES  ( -20) 
 
 
Q.  Fred, how's it feel to be back in the winner's circle? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  It feels really, really good. I was talking to someone after yesterday's 
round and I just said, you know, someone's going to shoot 65 or 66 and win. And obviously I 
think Alker, I don't know what he shot, 8 under.  
 
But like I said, I warmed up on the range better than I've ever felt and I played really, really 
well. I did hit a crappy shot on 10 in the hazard and I made about a 30-footer for par, which 
was huge. Then I just started making putts. 
 
The back nine, honestly, I've shot 58 and 59 before, never in a tournament but for a little bit 
of money and stuff and you pay a lot of attention, but today I just was trying to stay 2 or 3 
ahead of Jerry because I knew I could birdie at any given time.  
 
So that was really my goal. I wasn't worried about Alker or Y.E. Yang or really anyone else, I 
knew if I just stayed two ahead of him. And then I got 3 and 4 and 5, then it was over. Wow, 
he put a barrage of birdies on the front, too. I just made them all on the back. 
 
Q.  Have you thought about where this round ranks for you career-wise? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No. It's easy to say because we're standing here, but I think it's the best 
round I've ever played. I hit a few loose shots, you know, got away from them, but I made so 
many putts. 
 
You know, I don't know what other rounds I've ever shot on the Champions Tour that are 
close to 60, so this would probably be my best round and lowest score by far. 
 
Q.  Coming off Friday when you had that discussion, you were talking about just 
going out and playing and you weren't feeling that good before that, but then you got 
into the groove. Like you said, you felt better? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah. You know, I don't -- it's really one of those things. I will say this, I 
came here and I worked on my clubs. My driver was a D6.5. I don't know how it got to that 
point. And when they told me that, they dropped it down to a D3 and I went on the range and 
I hit it and I was pounding it and that gave me a lot of confidence.  
 
I will tell you, I drove it really, really well this week. I drove it on a lot of par 5s way down 
there, so that was a huge deal. Not really a swing thing, and then putting. But as far as how 
little I play, you know, I didn't -- the Presidents Cup and a couple weeks after, it's my last 
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tournament, so I just kind of had Griffin Flesch, Steve Flesch's son, caddie and he said, You 
better have your A game." I said, "I don't know if I have any game," and six days later we 
won. 
 
It's a funky game and today was just one of those days where, honestly, everything got in 
the way; the hole, mediocre shots turned out great. And I haven't putted like that. I mean, to 
shoot 60, you've got to putt, but the putter felt really, really good. 
 
Q.  Made that trip all the way from the west coast here worth it? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, sure. I mean, it was worth it from the time I got off the plane, but 
one thing I like to do is play well and I haven't really been playing well. Some of the finishes 
I've had have been 30th, 40th and 20th. It just goes to not playing. So to win, you've got to 
really work hard.  
 
This week, just things worked out. Yeah, it's always worth coming. If I had shot 69 today and 
finished ninth today or sixth, I would still be very, very happy. If I would have played 
mediocre, I would feel great about coming here. I try not to go that far just to do it, and I do 
like Raleigh, I like the SAS. I think the guys at this tournament do an incredible job and it's 
one of our bigger purses and better events. 
 
Q.  You say you're done for the year. What do you build on this? I mean, what are the 
next few months -- 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I was building to going to Dodger games and going to Seattle for a 
Mariners game, but now I'm going to possibly go to the Padres and watch them play. 
 
I'm not that kind of a guy, I need to pay attention to my game. So I'll probably take the rest of 
this month off and then I'll gradually start hitting a few in November, December. That's 
normally when I do well because I live in California, the weather's perfect. Once the season 
starts, I like to get off to a good start.  
 
This year my back was so bad, I really couldn't even play until Augusta and I probably 
shouldn't have played there, but I enjoyed playing there. This is my eighth tournament that 
I've played in, so that's not very many. 
  


