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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
12 October 2022      
 
SAHITH THEEGALA 
 
 
Q.  Tell me, after a great 2021, how do you follow up on such a great year and how has 
life changed since that chance at The Open at St. Andrews? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, yeah. It's been great, Swamy. Honestly, nothing's really 
changed. Obviously I have a lot of opportunities now this year in terms of picking my 
schedule and all that stuff, but no, life's the same.  
 
Yeah, I'm still trying to learn as much as possible and I've just been getting more and more 
comfortable. I think I mentioned that at The Open as well. Yeah, still feel very excited and 
very nervous about each and every event I tee it up at. I haven't lost that yet, which is good, 
but I still feel every single event is very, very important.  
 
Yeah, I have really no expectations even from last year's really good year. Just going to try 
to keep getting a little bit better. And the main thing I think I mentioned was just trying to stay 
as healthy as possible. It's a marathon, not a sprint. Yeah, just try and keep learning and 
stay healthy and the game -- golf's crazy, the game comes and goes. You've just got to play 
well when it comes, so that's all I'm kind of looking forward to.  
 
Q.  I'm sure one of your goals in 2022 has been to win. You came close a couple of 
times. In fact, more than a couple of times. Then there was Commissioner Jay 
Monahan's announcement of the sweeping changes both in terms of purses and the 
criteria. The season had not finished when the commissioner made that 
announcement. Tell us your thoughts at that time and now that the season has 
changed and a lot of things look not just better but even absolutely fantastic right 
now for you.  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, I think it's just great that the Tour is listening to the players and 
making changes. Just with what's going on in the golf world, they need to make these 
changes and I think they've done a really good job.  
 
I think as a player we're all very just -- we're just interested to see how it's all going to work 
out. There's no perfect system in golf and that's kind of the beauty of the game. The new 
changes are definitely going to make it more competitive in my opinion, and lessening the 
amount of people that get into the Playoffs and the new higher elevated events, I think for a 
lot of us middle guys right now it's going to really motivate us harder to play -- we already 
play as hard as we can, but maybe a little extra kick to even kind of get us to the next level 
kind of thing.  
 
It's a very exciting time for all of us because we know how much we can benefit by playing 
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really good golf. Maybe having a little I wouldn't say extra pressure, but just a little more 
nerves kind of. Instead of 125, it's 70, so it's like got to play a lot better during the year kind 
of thing to make it into those elevated events and all that. I think there's going to be some 
really good stuff happening this year. Like I said, there's so much uncertainty still that kind of 
waiting to see how it all plays out. 
 
Q.  What about playing in Hawaii? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Oh, that was such a bonus. I didn't even know about it until really I 
think Tuesday or Wednesday of East Lake was when Phil came up to me and he's like, 
yeah, we just approved you guys playing in Sentry. That will be incredible kicking the year 
off in Maui. I don't even think there's 40 players, like 40 players, big purse. It's just a treat, 
such a bonus and hopefully I can treat that -- well, the golf will be very focused, but treat that 
as a vacation, too. 
 
Q.  You often said that playing the PGA and the majors was what actually brought you 
to golf and that's what you want to do. When did you actually have that dream first 
when you were a kid and has it become even bigger? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Sorry, can you repeat that, Swamy?  
 
Q.  I said you always said the PGA and the majors was what you play golf for. 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  When did you get that dream and has that dream gotten bigger? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, definitely. I think it's easy to say that we all dream about 
playing in majors and competing and all that, but when it comes to reality, it's a little bit 
different. Now that I know for sure that I'm in three of the majors and just planning and 
looking forward to that.  
 
I bet I'm going to be so nervous at Augusta, but I already know it's going to be one of the 
best weeks of my life. Yeah, I don't think I can really answer that as well until I finally get 
there and feel like I'm actually like belonging in majors and stuff. Because The Open was 
incredible, but at the time it kind of felt like a one-off. I didn't play any of the previous ones. 
Yeah, it means the world to me. 
 
Like I said, what I want to do is just compete against the best in the world and try to get the 
best out of myself and soak it all in with other guys. I don't think there's any better place to 
do that than at a major championship.  
 
Q.  And an obvious question from a writer based out of India, when was the last time 
you came to India and did you bring your golf set with you and play here?  
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SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And what would it mean to play in India, in a country where -- 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  I would love -- exactly, I would love to play in India. Honestly, I've 
never brought my clubs to India. I've been there at least 10 times. I went a lot when I was 
younger, but since I got to high school, I've only been twice and both times I didn't bring my 
golf clubs. I was only there for a little over a month in high school the first time, and then in 
college I went for my cousin's wedding and I was only there for two weeks, so I didn't bring 
golf clubs.  
 
I played golf one time with a rental set, but I didn't get to -- I think I played Golconda Fort in 
Hyderabad, but yeah, I haven't played any of the great -- I know golf has been really big 
recently there and I haven't been a part of that. Yeah, but I definitely would love to go there 
and see some of my family again and play golf. Yeah, just interact with that golf scene. 
 
Q.  Which year was that? Which year was the last visit? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  2017 summer, so it's been over five years for me. My whole family 
keeps bugging me. I have to go, but it's just tough to find time now. 
 
Q.  I can imagine. What are your thoughts and views on LIV and your thoughts on the 
way the PGA has kind of an established path to kind of success to an established 
process and your thoughts and views on LIV? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, I think to be a player right now, there's probably no better time 
because you're reaping the rewards of the competitive scene and pretty much money across 
the board has gone up, so in that way I think it's been great.  
 
The only shame is like you're kind of splitting the talent pool and maybe all the best players 
aren't necessarily playing in the same tournaments anymore. I still feel like honestly the PGA 
Tour is where the best golf is being played and the best players still are.  
 
But again, like at least for me, and I've talked about it with a lot of other rookies last year, 
we've dreamt to play on the PGA Tour and all the legacy and history that comes with that, 
it's all great and it's very important.  
 
But yeah, it's going to be really interesting to see how it kind of shapes out in the next year 
or two with LIV. There's no discredit to the guys that go to LIV, they were presented an 
opportunity and it's tough to -- it's tough when you have families and other stuff on your 
mind, it's tough to turn down some of the money.  
 
There's definitely something about (inaudible) on other people's mind, but for me, the PGA 
Tour is the right place. Even a guy like Eugenio winning last week, it's really great for him, 
he's a superstar in the making. 
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I think it was cool, I listened to Jon Rahm's (inaudible), he even mentioned that. It's cool to 
see, even between split tours, players are still supporting each other and all that. I just hope 
at some point there's not too much of a rift. 
 
Q.  You know, money or majors? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Oh, majors for sure, not even close. 
 
OK, I don't want to say like money isn't a factor because anyone who says it isn't a factor is 
lying. It's a big factor.  
 
But I think if you asked a lot of the guys out here that truly -- they do it to make money, but 
once you've kind of established yourself out here, you can make enough money playing golf 
on the PGA Tour and it's not about that anymore for a lot of guys. It's about just trying to be 
the best golfer you can be and trying to make an impact on the community and an impact 
out of the community even, and trying to get the best out of yourself. I think the way to do 
that is to put your best foot forward on the golf course and that can be winning PGA Tour 
events and hopefully winning majors.  
 
Yeah, that's just kind of my stance on it. Like I said, money's -- I would be lying if it wasn't a 
factor, but majors for sure. Even a win, even a normal PGA Tour win. 
 
Q.  Last question, how is it coming to Japan and playing ZOZO for the first time? 
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  It's been incredible. I flew out of Houston Saturday morning, got here 
Sunday early. Spent all day Sunday night in the city, got to explore. Japanese food is one of 
my favorite foods and I've eaten so much great food already.  
 
And I don't want to leave. I'm already counting the days until we leave because I don't want 
to leave. The people have been great, like the whole culture is (inaudible.) I really, really 
enjoy it here.  
 
The golf course is incredible, too. I feel kind of at home honestly because I think the rough 
and the fairways are some sort of Zoysia or kikuyu, so it feels like I'm playing golf on the 
west coast of the United States. Event the greens I think are some sort of bentgrass maybe, 
but they're not bermuda. So I feel very comfortable on the golf course as well.  
 
Yeah, and I think ZOZO's a great job of running the event, too. It feels like a very selective 
big event. Yeah, everything about the week, I feel like I'm an eternal optimist about this kind 
of stuff, but everything's been great this week. 
  


