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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
12 October 2022      
 
TOM KIM 
 
 
Q.  Tom, just straight off of the pro-am here, just your thoughts about the Narashino 
Golf Course? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's a great golf course. I mean, it's not easy. I wish I got to see it a couple more 
times, but it's in absolute great condition. I think I have a game plan and just stick to it. I just 
need to execute the right shots. 
 
Q.  Is it a first-shot golf course out here for you? 
 
TOM KIM:  Huh?  
 
Q.  Is it a first-shot golf course where the premium is on driving? 
 
TOM KIM:  I think it's -- I think it's actually a good course for me as well because I know it's 
a little longer than obviously what we have normally, but you need to hit good golf shots. I 
think that's the strength of my game is hitting golf shots and I think I can use it to my 
advantage where you can hit fairways, you can hit greens. My mid-range putting stats have 
been pretty good this year, so if I can rely on that, I think I'll have a good week. 
 
Q.  Three days after your second PGA Tour win, even younger than Tiger Woods to 
win two on the PGA Tour. You've had a little time to think about it. What has it all 
meant to you? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's crazy. I think -- I'm not gonna lie, the second one is a little bit more special 
because you have a lot of people where you can do it once, but can you do it twice. I feel 
like doing it twice has definitely a big meaning to it. But beating Tiger is, I mean, it's amazing 
for me. I've just got to keep playing well and hopefully I'll have a lot more in the bag. 
 
Q.  Your English is absolutely great. How did you learn English?  
 
TOM KIM:  I lived in Australia for seven years, so that's where I kind of picked it up. 
 
Q.  On the Asian Tour, Asian players is a little bit tough for them to compete in the 
United States, but what kind of things made you succeed on PGA Tour? 
 
TOM KIM:  I mean, I think it's I had the opportunity to go out there a lot before I made it out 
on Tour. Qualifying for major championships and having a few exemptions here and there, I 
had some time to adjust a little bit. I'm not gonna lie, I had no idea if I was going to win or 
not, but I've just been very fortunate to do so. I think growing up in a lot of different 
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conditions and having a dream to play on the PGA Tour really got me to where I am today. 
 
Q.  You were very confident in the Presidents Cup. What made you play that well in 
Presidents Cup? 
 
TOM KIM:  I think I told myself that I -- all the times that I practiced and worked hard for was 
for those moments, so it kind of got me into a mindset of I want to do well and not just be 
here, I want to do well here. I think that was a big thing for me, just realizing that all the hard 
work I put in was for that moment. 
 
Q.  Is it wild to think you're the highest ranked Asian in the world right now? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's pretty amazing for me. It was definitely I think one of the big goals that I've 
always wanted to accomplish even like for a couple months or a few weeks. I know Hideki is 
definitely one of those where he's a legend in Asia and I've looked up to him for a long time 
and he's definitely one of my -- a person I've looked up to. To be in this spot for a little bit is 
definitely honorable, for sure. 
 
Q.  How many times have you played in Japan? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's my first time in Japan. I'm excited. I've heard so many great things about it 
and I'm enjoying it. 
 
Q.  Being a bit of a foodie, what are some of the fun foods have you eaten this week 
so far? 
 
TOM KIM:  So that's the hard thing for me. I have a diet now, and it's been a long time since 
I've been in Asia and to come back to Japan where it's like there's rice and there's this and 
that, it's amazing. So this week where I can get a little bit off diet, but I have to make sure I 
control it a little bit. 
 
Q.  You play in Singapore Open before, like twice before. Only twice as a Japanese 
Tour? 
 
TOM KIM:  Yeah, so basically that was the first time I guess co-sanctioned with Japan Tour, 
but first time to come to Japan and play. 
 
Q.  Speaking about goals, of the success that you've had, I mean, how do you reset 
goals? Do you even think about new goals? 
 
TOM KIM:  I mean, I haven't achieved the goals that I've wanted yet. The two wins and 
playing on the PGA Tour is just one of those steps. There's always alternate goals that you 
want to achieve and I'm just working towards that and these are just steppingstones. I'm 
grateful for what I have now, but I still have a lot what I want to do and I want to accomplish. 
 



 

 3 

Q.  Your shot is really consistent, but what is your like strategy? A lot of Tour players, 
the drive shot is really tough because they go that way and that way. Is that a new 
strategy for you in the drive shot? 
 
TOM KIM:  I think I'm not the longest player, I'm not a long hitter so I really have to 
strategize my way around the golf course and pick fairways. For me, I've been driving -- I hit 
a lot of fairways. I'm just not a Rory or Dustin, so I have to pick my spots, picking the wide 
spots in the fairways. That's kind of my strategy. Instead of trying to hit it really hard, it's kind 
of just hitting my fairways and picking spots that work for me. 
 
Q.  Your swing is, you don't really use (inaudible), but is there any strategy on your 
swing? 
 
TOM KIM:  Yeah, so I don't have -- so my swing, I've always worked on like to try to be 
consistent a little bit and obviously having less movement with whatever you have in your 
body, I think trying to take that out a little bit, I think that's why I've had a little bit of 
consistent successes with my driving and my irons. That definitely has played a big part of it. 
 
Q.  Any practice and not try to -- 
 
TOM KIM:  No, that's just what I've had originally, yeah. 
  


