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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
October 8, 2022      
 
STEVE STRICKER  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Steve Stricker, thank you for joining us. So, 8 under on the round today, kind of 
walk us through the afternoon. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it was a good day obviously anytime you can shoot 8 under. 
Just managed my game well on the front nine, no bogeys at all today, but 3 under at the 
turn. Missed a birdie opportunity at 10, but then starting at 13, on 13 I put a little run together 
there that just made all the difference. I think I went birdie-birdie-eagle-birdie, so it was just a 
good stretch of golf. Hit some the good shots and made a couple of 30-footers to do that. 
And you've got to do that around here. It's tough to get the ball close to the pin sometimes, it 
likes to run away. I was just trying to get it on the green at times and go from there. 
 
Q.  Do you ever know when that's coming? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  No, you never know when a run like that's going to come. You just try 
to keep plugging along. Like I said out here to John Cook there a second ago, some of these 
par 3s you're just trying to get it on the green. You literally are just trying to get it on the 
green and go from there, make a par and move on. They're difficult to hit.  
 
I don't spin the ball a lot, so makes it even a little bit more challenging for me on some of 
these longer irons. I just had a different mindset today to try and just come out, make a lot of 
pairs. Figured I'd make four or five birdies, I thought, and go from there. 
 
Q.  Steve, at one point there were like 15 guys about 6 or 7 under, in that range. Is that 
the way the course was set up, to have things bunched together, you know, but were 
there still opportunities like you took advantage of?  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, there's still opportunities. You've got to drive the ball in the 
fairway to have any chance whatsoever, otherwise you're just playing defense from there. 
But it's just a challenging golf course. If you're out of position, you pay for it. It's tough to get 
it on the greens, the greens are extremely fast and if you get on the wrong side, you're 
playing defense sometimes on the green as well. Yeah, you really have to think your way 
around here and manage your game. 
 
Q.  When you were in that zone on that back nine, did you get a little more aggressive, 
like hey, I've got this? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I did, yeah. I tried to get a little aggressive at 17 and tried to fit it right in 
there to a front pin and came back off the front. Normally, you've just got to get that on there 
and get it 20, 25 feet past the hole, but made a good save there. I was in the edge of a divot 
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at 18, otherwise I would have probably gotten a little more aggressive with that at that pin, 
but I was just again trying to get it pin high so I could two-putt and get out there. 
 
Q.  So you knew you had it going on obviously? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I knew that it was the time to try to take advantage of it. But 
again, this course, if you do that, it can kind of jump up and grab you, too. You've just got to 
keep playing smart around here. 
 
Q.  A lot of people have said this reminds them of Pinehurst No. 2.  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, very much so. Yeah, the green complexes, yeah, you never 
know if you're going to be on the green or not. There was a couple holes today where I 
thought I was over the green and I was on the back. On 18 I thought I was on the green and 
I was just over the back. You just never know, the ball likes to run away on you. You know, 
the fringes are soft, so if you hit the fringe, it kind of stops and you land on the green and it 
takes off, so it makes club selection a real challenge. 
 
Q.  Have you had any roll off the green? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Oh, yeah, yeah. I mean, they're on the edges rolling off. I hit a couple 
like that yesterday on the par 3s. And again, that was my mindset today was just to get it on 
the center of the green and go from there. 
 
Q.  Is it patience then? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, a lot of patience. Just keep grinding it out, keep plugging way. 
You never know when a run like that's going to happen. There's still birdie opportunities 
here, don't get me wrong. I mean, it's set up fair, but you have to drive it in the fairway and 
be able to control your ball from the fairway. 
 
Q.  Did you get to any of the other par 5s in two besides 15? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I have, yeah, I have the length to get to all of them really. 
 
Q.  But did you today? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  No. 3, I was right in front. I could have got there, but I hit a utility out of 
the first cut of rough and didn't jump. No, I didn't get there. No. 6, I was in the bunker right 
next to the green there. And then 13, I had a 5-iron in my hand, literally back there not 
knowing where to land that ball. I was trying to get it in the left bunker on 13 and I did and I 
had a fairly easy bunker shot, it wasn't too hard. Yeah, I don't know if I can hold that green if 
I hit it on the green with a 5-iron. 
 
Q.  How long was that putt? 
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STEVE STRICKER:  On which one? 13? 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, about an eight-footer. 
 
Q.  And the par 3, how long was that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  That was about 15 feet. 
 
Q.  And looked like a couple of par 5s -- 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  No, that was about 25, 30 feet. 
 
Q.  And then how about the next one? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  About the same. 
 
Q.  It doesn't look like there's any wind out there today. Is there just a teensy bit? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, there's hardly any wind. The conditions can't be any nicer for us. 
There's just enough kind of that throws your clubs off just a few yards here and there around 
here, which makes it important. 
  


