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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2022      
 
JIM FURYK  
 
 
Q.  (No microphone) learned last year that you applied to this year's tournament?  
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, I mean, there's so many people that could probably answer that question 
better than me starting with Tabitha and our tournament director, Adam, our team, but we 
have a small team of five folks. I think a lot of it is we got a lot of positive feedback. There's 
always things that you feel like you can improve on.  
 
We changed a little bit of our corporate hospitality this year around 17 and the cabanas, the 
Circle K Party Porch has shifted a little bit and I think in a much better spot. I think we tried to 
take a lot of the good and keep that and then tried to build, I don't really like to use the word 
bigger. So we tried to make it better, if that makes sense, in a lot of areas. Tried to make the 
fan experience even that much more fun and special. 
 
Q.  Jim, Padraig said something yesterday that maybe you get feedback, I would like 
to ask you how you feel. When you hear players say, yeah, the course is nice, the 
tournament is well run, but we're here because Jim and Tabitha asked us to be here, 
or we know what they're involved in and where the money's going to and we want to 
be there for them. How does that make you feel? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Obviously very well, very good. You know, we're trying to build an event that 
anyone would want to come to anyway, right, at a great golf course at Timuquana Country 
Club. We try to make not only our guests and the fans feel special, we want the players, we 
want you all to feel special and have a nice media room and food and whatever it may be. 
 
But I've got a lot of good friends out here and I think -- I say it a lot, we kind of have a 
second lease on our career. We get to compete over the age of 50 and play this sport 
professionally, which there's really no other sport you can do that. I think we all understand 
what the tournaments do and accomplish in the cities and the neighborhoods that we play in.  
 
To hear Paddy say something like that is special, but you know what, he's a special guy as 
well and a really good person that does a lot of charitable work himself so he understands. 
 
Q.  I want to ask you something about, you just touched on what these guys have 
done on the PGA Tour. The purses are designated on events on the PGA Tour to get 
elevated purses, the money's getting better for the Korn Ferry Tour.  
 
JIM FURYK:  We're trying to figure out how we can become a $20 million event here. We're 
probably on the short list, but hopefully we'll make the cut. 
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Q.  I think your sights are probably set a little bit lower than that. But with the -- do 
you think Champions Tour at some point should be due for -- purses are going to 
increase like 9 percent next year. Do you think it should be more? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, we all want to play for more money, is that correct? So I see kind of both 
sides of it, right? I see the side from the player perspective. I think the Tour's in a great 
position right now as far as we've had -- we had a good strong base to the Champions Tour 
and we have so many wonderful players in the last five years and coming up turning 50. Just 
real quick, Ernie Els, Retief Goosen, Paddy Harrington, Mike Weir, K.J. Choi, you just start 
going down the list of some Hall of Fame names in there and guys that will have major 
impact on the Champions Tour. 
 
So with that, purses are growing. I think Miller's done a good job of trying to elevate events 
and I think definitely next year you'll see this purse bump up a little bit as well. I think 
collectively if the Tour, we kind of get everyone to kind of move together, that will be 
fantastic. 
 
I also see the other side of it from a tournament perspective as well and what we're trying to 
accomplish is, you know, the budget we're looking at, the title sponsor in Constellation in 
wonderful, and Circle K, and then of course the pro-ams are significant for -- this 
Wednesday and Thursday really allows us to have a golf tournament.  
 
So I see the budget, I see what we really are trying to do at the end of the day. The reason 
we're having the event is we're really trying to impact north Florida and the Jacksonville area 
charitably.   
 
Q.  And the Champions Tour is more dependent on title sponsors to increase purses 
than the PGA Tour? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, it's a big budget and so we're depending on it all. Just call out the title 
not necessarily and the presenting and our founding friends and the cabanas and I 
can't -- honestly, I can't stress enough how significant the pro-ams are for each and every 
event. We literally could not have the tournaments without them. So I try to stress that when 
these guys and gals wind down and we get a chance to say thank you and hand out prizes, I 
make sure I stress that.  
 
I think you'll start to see purses go up. Is it always going to be as fast as the players want it? 
Probably not. Your pay probably didn't go up over the years as much as you wanted to see 
it, either. 
 
Q.  No kidding. 
 
JIM FURYK:  But we also realize, yes, we would like to see it increase quicker, but as a 
player I also have to realize I'm 52 years old, I'm playing a sport for a living, I get to do what I 
love. And again, I really do believe we're in a strong place right now and I think you will see 
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increases. 
 
Q.  Have you learned a lot about the operations of the PGA Tour and the Champions 
Tour by running a tournament that you didn't know before? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, I have actually. And again, I would say Tabitha's more well versed on 
that, and Adam Renfroe, our tournament director, are more well versed than I am. But yeah, 
there's a lot of things I've learned about golf tournaments and looking at just the budget here 
and the purse and it's been a pretty good learning curve, how the television works.  
 
It's fun. I kind of dip a toe in and I have a general knowledge of it all, but my style of -- I 
guess whether I was a Ryder Cup captain or whether it was, you know, with this tournament, 
my style's always been to try to hire really good people that I really trust and believe in and 
let them do their job. If they don't, then we'll find someone that will, but I try not to really stick 
my nose in where it's not needed and try to help out as much as I can where I can.  
 
And we're blessed to have a good team. Adam kind of heads that up and basically it's Adam, 
John, Laura and Liz. It's a four-person team. Tabitha volunteers, so those five kind of round 
it out. They have to wear a lot of hats and a lot of different types of things and be well versed 
in pretty much the whole event. They are, and they do a wonderful job. 
 
Q.  There are a lot of moving parts to a golf tournament. 
 
JIM FURYK:  There are, there are. We bring in a lot of interns and young folks to help us out 
and they're a huge help as well. The volunteers, you name it, it's a big moving wheel.  
 
It's a little -- I've also noticed if I spend too much time in there learning more about it, it's 
daunting. I'd be really, really nervous, if that makes sense. So when I dip a toe in, I'm pretty 
comfortable and smiling and it all looks like it's going pretty well. 
 
Q.  Jim, the guys, the Golf Week guys covering the Vegas tournament this week 
wanted me to get a question in. I know that all the fall tournaments are maybe a little 
bit nervous about what they're going to be like starting next year going forward with 
the format, and you've had so much success at Vegas and I know they all want to 
keep their event. Do you think Vegas is a place that probably needs to be there year 
after year? Is that a viable market? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Did Vegas -- 
 
Q.  Does Vegas stay on the Tour schedule? Is that a market that should be part of the 
schedule going forward? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I hope they do. When I started playing the PGA Tour, Las Vegas was one of 
our big purses. The first time I won in '95, it was my second year on Tour, the purse was 
$1.5 million. A lot of purses at that time were a million. That 1.5 was a big purse to win.  And 
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it's Las Vegas, right? It had a big buzz.  
 
I know it's in the fall right now. Three of my first four victories in '95, '98 and '99 came there, 
so I always have a soft spot for it. So I hope to see it on the schedule in the future, I really 
do. I've always enjoyed going there and playing there.  
 
I've kind of flipped the page and moved on to the Champions Tour. I guess it bums me out 
that we're on the same date, if that makes sense. But at the end of the day, this is my home 
now on the tour I'm playing and I'll leave the other one to the young folks under 50. 
 
Q.  Are you and Stricker competitive as to who's doing the best jobs?  
 
JIM FURYK:  No, not at all, not at all. The tournaments are a little different in a way. He's 
more of an invitational, we're not.  
 
But no, we compare some notes, we talk about it. Strick and I are good friends and there 
would be competitively, no, not at all, not from my perspective. I want his tournament to be 
absolutely as good as possible. I don't want to miss that event, I want to be there and help 
out, and I get that same feeling from him. When we were -- Tabitha and I knew that we could 
go ahead and have an event, we definitely reached out to Davis and Robin and we reached 
out to Steve and Nicki and we tried to kind of compare notes and compare things that we 
can draw from.  We're all going to do things a little bit differently because we're in different 
areas, have different needs.  
 
No, they're all really dear friends and I think we all do the same thing, right? We go to 
different events and I see something, I'll be playing in a pro-am, I'll see something I like and 
I'll start taking pictures and I'll send it to my team, like this was really cool, it's a great idea, 
and then we move on. We all kind of pick bits and pieces. 
 
I think the one thing we did here very unique was the cabanas, the ones on 17. You didn't 
see a lot of small hospitality, especially on the Champions Tour, at that time. Now this year 
we had such good success with it, I see it popping up at other tournaments. It's one of the 
things the Tour mentioned in the winter at their meetings, here's a great idea that really 
turned out well. For us, it was by necessity. We were kind of going through COVID trying to 
sell hospitality, which is very difficult.  
 
So we decided -- Tab came up with the idea -- let's do a smaller platform, let's tell folks that 
food and drink's included, but it's going to be 10 to 12 people and it's your people, it's open 
air and that way you can feel safe.  The product's done amazingly well.  
 
That's one of the things that we've been able to kind of help out with, I think. But trust me, 
we're stealing bits and pieces from everyone else as well. The Circle K Party Porch is going 
to have -- anytime someone makes a 2 on No. 7, beers are two dollars for seven minutes. 
We didn't invent that, they've been doing that at Ally for a long time, but it's something we 
can draw from them and the fans really enjoy, gets a buzz. The players have so much fun 
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with it in Flint, so we're hoping to kind of get that going here. Circle K's been a great partner 
and they enjoy that kind of fun atmosphere I guess I'll call it. Hopefully we can kind of build 
that and get it to where Ally is. 
 
Q.  Padraig said something about the -- this golf course, because of the design of the 
Ross greens which have been kept over the years with the revisions and everything, 
that he didn't like hitting to the center of the green, but he would like to come back 
and play with his buddies and watch their balls roll off and laugh at them. 
 
JIM FURYK:  One of the things about Pinehurst No. 2 for me, it was a frustrating golf course 
to play. I told my dad this when I played major championships there, by Saturday I was just 
like dying to aim at a pin, just let me hit at one, but they were such on the edges with U.S. 
Open styles, I just felt like middle of the green, middle of the green, middle of the green. It 
kind of grinds you down and you get a little impatient. You go at one, ball's off the green, you 
make a bogey, maybe a double. You know, this golf course has a lot of that. 
 
Now, the thing here is you're going to have the times and especially Paddy, he's going to 
have a lot of short irons in his hand as well, so you have that kind of risk-reward and getting 
places where you can be aggressive. But the greens are a little firmer this year because 
they're new and you're going to have to pick and choose those places very wisely. 
 
Q.  Jim, at one point today (inaudible) was working the desk out here, Robert was 
doing what he does, Michelle McManaman (phonetic) was running around stuffing 
sponsor bags, David (inaudible), how much has having PLAYER Championship 
volunteers, especially past chairmen who were diving in and they're doing kind of 
grunt work, how much has that helped you? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Robert was our chairman last year, so to have folks that -- a lot of our 
volunteer chairs as well, different committee chairs, a lot of them have been volunteering at 
the PLAYERS Championship a number of years. So it was really nice to, you know, usually 
it's a massive fleet, it's 500 or more folks and then trying to train and get everything to run 
smoothly is difficult. But to have those folks that have, one -- as they said, they were not only 
redcoats but chairs of THE PLAYERS, they have so much experience from THE PLAYERS, 
to have them be so willing to come over and help us and kind of lead that charge has been 
amazing. We're very fortunate for that and very thankful. 
 
Q.  I wanted to ask if you can go back to your early days on Tour when you were 
grinding and trying to win and trying to establish yourself, at what point did you first 
recognize as a young player or get a tangible understanding of the charity that comes 
out of a tournament? Did it take a while? 
 
JIM FURYK:  You know what, not really. I think to fully understand the impact maybe on 
some communities, yes, but the Tour did a really good job.  
 
So my rookie orientation, we were the first -- I was the first class to have to go to rookie 
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orientation and it was really long, it was about three days, two and a half days. They don't do 
it like that anymore, but they also did a thing where the closest event to your home, you 
would then go and kind of get a behind-the-scenes look at something charitable about the 
golf tournament. 
 
Q.  As part of your orientation? 
 
JIM FURYK:  As part of the orientation. For me, that would have been either the Kemper or 
B.C. Open, so they chose the B.C. Open. I spoke at maybe a Rotary club, which throwing a 
23-year-old up to speak is pretty interesting, just not ready for that. 
 
But I spent a little time behind the scenes and I think it was kind of roping and staking. Not 
that I was working, but kind of learning about what happened.  
 
Then you start thinking, all right, to have 800 volunteers or some events have 1,500 
volunteers, you're going, holy cow, there's only 156 of us at most and they have all these 
folks. It takes an army to run an event. I think I learned then the Tour did a good job with 
that. I thought it was a pretty cool program.  
 
But to really maybe get a feel for how the tournament's run, probably midway in my career, 
mid 30s. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.) Do you get any sense that the orientation that you went through 
back in 1994 wouldn't be the worst thing? 
 
JIM FURYK:  They do something like that still, don't they? They used to, it was like a 
one-day. 
 
Q.  Not at that level. 
 
JIM FURYK:  It was like one day after Q-School and maybe on site or something like that for 
anyone that's a rookie. I think they still do that. 
 
Some of it was money management. One of it was actually media relations. I remember like 
it was yesterday, that's how I met Andrew, my agent. He was actually -- the gal that was 
teaching it, I still remember, it was Andrea Khoury. Do you know that name? She was 
teaching a class, Andrew worked for her and it was kind of how to take a question; if it's a 
hard question, maybe repeat it, maybe turn it around, try to say something positive.  
 
At the end of the day, I sat there and I was thinking to myself, like just be yourself and you're 
pretty friendly and you give a little time, like it should work out right, like it shouldn't be a bad 
thing. You know, some folks are better at that than others.  
 
The financial planning was interesting. I think you turn pro, I had some sponsors that kind of 
helped me get going and I made a decent amount of money on the Korn Ferry where I 
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thought I could maybe get through the year by myself, but you don't know. Like I didn't know 
what travel's going to cost and flights and caddies. So it was just a good training on what to 
expect. I thought that was pretty good.  
 
A lot of it was always be leery, these guys are going to want to invest your money or do this 
and do that. I don't think I needed that part of it.  
 
But it was good, lots of it was good. It probably needed to be two and a half days, that's why 
we ended up maybe having a good time in the evenings and playing a little golf. 
 
Q.  Last thing from me and this is a very speculative type question, but depending on 
how this LIV stuff works out, there's a number of guys in the mid-40 and above 
range -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- and we don't know their future as it relates to here. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yep. 
 
Q.  I'm not sure anyone knows if there is a way back. It seems like it would be simple 
for the PGA Tour, but maybe not so much the Champions. How would you feel about 
them coming back? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Really, I kind of really want to see how things play out. I'm willing to follow. 
You know, sure, we would love a lot of those guys that are 50 or about to turn 50 to be 
playing the Champions Tour. I understand 100 percent why the Tour reacted the way they 
did, why they had to react in that fashion and I fully support that.  
 
So that being said, I don't really feel like we fall under a different umbrella than the PGA 
Tour and I think we kind of have to -- we'll see how things shake out. I don't know if there's 
anything that's definite and it's going to take time, it's going to take time for those to weed 
out.  
 
The more -- our tour, you know, you have a pro-am spot and you have a guy that had a solid 
career and a big name, the amateurs want to play with him. I've already said how important 
the pro-ams are, but you also have some great players out there like Steven Alker that 
maybe wasn't going to qualify on his PGA Tour career but now he's kicking everyone's rear 
end and he's leading the Schwab Cup.  
 
We need the most competitive guys, too. It's a good mix of -- not that the names, Ernie Els is 
a big name and also one of our best players, Paddy Harrington, big name, one of our best 
players. So you have a good mix of all. And of course we want -- we want players that had 
successful PGA Tour careers and have that name recognition and they help with an event 
from the media perspective, from a pro-am perspective, from a fan perspective. We want 
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them in the tournament, but the Tour has to protect its product as well. 
 
Q.  One thing on the -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  Did I answer that for you? 
 
Q.  I'm curious, too, and I don't know if there's an answer to it, is how the players 
would respond to it. Whatever divide is going on here -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  There's some of those guys that, you know, Dustin Johnson, for instance, if I 
was down in south Florida and I was playing the Honda and I saw Dustin at a restaurant, I 
mean, I'd go over and say hi, ask him how he was doing. He played for me in the Ryder 
Cup. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JIM FURYK:  I'm saying I don't have any -- well, Dustin made a choice and he left and you 
haven't heard boo from him. He's gone and he's played.  
 
And I think some of -- and you've heard it in a lot of different interviews, there's some of the 
animosity has been some guys don't want that, they want both sides of the picture. Again, I 
know the LIV tour wants to say that they've tried to work with the other tours and they didn't 
want to bring them down, but there's no way to let Dustin go play 14 events and then come 
back and play the majors and maybe a couple PGA Tour events and have him -- what are 
our sponsors going to say? What is FedEx going to say? What is every major sponsor?  
 
The Tour -- I say "we." I think the Tour had to react the way they did, but for those guys to 
turn around and sue the Tour and want it both ways, that's where I think some of the 
animosity. And I'm sure there already has been, but I'm not out there as much anymore so I 
don't really hear, but I'm sure there has been some animosity at major championships, at 
places where those guys are because the players that play the Tour and fully support the 
PGA Tour feel like it's an attack on them as well. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like the PGA Tour handbook has changed much in the last couple 
years? The only one I could find was '19 and '20 and it kind of spells out what's an 
infraction and what isn't an infraction. You know, if you do something bad and have to 
be off the Tour, you have to sit out a year and you have to petition to come back. 
There are ways to come and go. But if somebody does something to break the rules, 
like you said, the commissioner had to do what he did in terms of suspending people.  
 
JIM FURYK:  So I'm not sure --   
 
Q.  Has the handbook changed since like '19-'20? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I don't know. You would need to be a lawyer to understand some of it. I think 
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Tyler writes it, if I'm correct. Tyler Dennis probably writes the handbook. 
 
I've honestly never read it. I've never picked the handbook up. That's not true, probably early 
in my career to figure out how I could get in the Memorial and the Colonial, but I always read 
the tournament entry, I never really worried about the suspension side of it. 
 
Q.  Yeah, so if there is -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  I haven't read the rule book, either. I (inaudible) read the USGA rules book, 
trust me. We had like five guys on site every day that when I have a question, I'd call them 
up and they'd give me the exact answer. When I had any problems, I either got on the phone 
and talked to Tyler, or like on our case on this tour it's Jimmy Gabrielson. He's the one who 
writes the regs. Anytime I have a question, I call Jimmy and he tells me exactly -- and 
sometimes he wrote them and he has to go, you know what, that's a good question. He 
opens it and goes, oh, no, it's right here.   
 
I'm sure things have changed. They've definitely changed in the last 25, 30 years I've been 
on Tour, but I don't have the right answer between '19, '20, '21, I don't know. In '19 and '20 
we probably didn't fully expect to be -- I never thought we would get to this position. Maybe I 
was naive. 
 
Q.  I don't know that anybody would have written a special rule for LIV. It's got to be 
broad enough to indicate elephants falling from the sky, it's got to take care of 
everything. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, when that email comes in with the regs, I don't really spend a lot of time 
on it. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 
JIM FURYK:  No. This has been a fun week. I can't believe how fast, we're on Thursday 
already. Sunday felt like yesterday. It's just been a fun week. There's a lot going on, there's 
a party here and this there and wind down the pro-am. And it's been a lot of fun, but I'm just 
shocked at how fast it's gone. I can't believe tomorrow is tournament day. 
 
Q.  Where do you go after this? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I'm playing SAS next week. I'll probably go there Wednesday night. I'll wind 
down a little here. Last year on Monday I spent a lot of time at Timuquana kind of helping 
load some stuff and winding things down. Then I went up to SAS late last year, but I played 
the course. I played two tournaments there and I actually played really well up there, so I'm 
excited to go. 
  


