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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 24, 2022      
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Paul, what was working today? Currently one shot, taking the lead.  
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  You know, I hit some good shots, I hit some not-so-good shots. My 
short game kept me in it. Just haven't been real sharp yet, which is crazy, but I like going 
around these golf courses. I'm rolling it nicely. It's one of the things I've been waiting on 
since I turned 50 is to have a good week on the greens, even just an average week on the 
greens, and I did last week I made some nice putts and the same thing goes so far through 
two days. I'm encouraged, but I would like to find the middle of the face a little more 
frequently. 
 
Q.  This is one of the most unique tournaments on Tour with Pure and The First Tee. 
What's it been like playing with amateurs and with these juniors that are coming up, 
being able to play with your partner? You played a couple rounds together. Just 
overall experience? 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  I love pro-ams in general and getting to play for the juniors with The 
First Tee, I love The First Tee. It's such a great program. Christine is a fine young player, 
she's a great human, which is really cool. So I enjoy trying to help a little bit.  
 
For me, if I could play the pro-am circuit, I would do it. It's a lot more fun than playing with 
the pros every day. Then the amateurs as well, they're nervous and it's Pebble Beach, this is 
Spyglass today, so there's a lot of excitement and energy from them. That honestly kind of 
helps me, kind of gets me out of my own world after my shot and I help them. 
 
So the whole pro-am concept, I've always enjoyed it through the years, but I love The First 
Tee. Getting to play with juniors, it brings me back to when I was a high school kid and I had 
no idea where golf was going to take me. I knew where I dreamed it would take me, but you 
never know.  
 
So looking back, I played Pebble Beach for the first time when I was a junior, I was 18 years 
old in the state am. To look at some of these kids who are younger than that, it's fun. So I 
love the program, I love being here. This is Pebble Beach, it's my favorite golf course on 
earth. This Carmel, Monterey area is one of my favorite places to come. It's a good vibe and 
I'm having some fun. 
 
Q.  This was the first start for you, I believe, on Champions Tour? 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  It was. Two years ago, yeah, I made my first start. I qualified over at 
(indiscernible) in 2020 and flew my son in to caddie. That was cool. At that point, I know I 
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spoke with you guys that week, I'm not exempt out here, so like this could be my only 
opportunity to play, I just never know. 
 
I'm very fortunate to have a really nice run over the last two years. I played twice that year 
and last year I played a dozen times and made the Playoffs, first round. This is my 12th start 
this year and it looks like I'm in position. I have some higher goals than just the first round of 
the Playoffs this year, so I'm getting close to achieve that. It's really cool.  
 
I look back, I've seen the interview from a couple years ago and, like I say, I didn't know. 
There again, we don't know the future, I didn't. This is my 26th start now out here. The first 
one was a blast and the 26th one is a blast as well, so I'm having fun every week because I 
don't know. Like every week could be my last one out here, so I'm soaking it in. 
 
Q.  You qualified in the event last year in Sioux Falls, and did you know where you 
stood on the leaderboard here today? 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  No. Literally, I looked up and I'm like, oh, we're doing pretty good. 
You know, it's early. And this golf course, there's not a lot of scoreboards and I'm too busy 
having fun with my team. I knew I was playing well. I didn't even know what I shot, honestly. 
That's the thing about this. The last two days -- last week I hit it really well. In St. Louis I hit it 
terrible to the point where I flew home Monday morning and then changed my flight to leave 
Sunday or Monday evening to the qualifier and I need to go figure something out. 
 
I called my buddy, Brian. I said, hey, can you come to the range? I need you to look at my 
swing. I play with him when I'm home. Just see what I'm doing because I feel like an 
octopus. So he said, yeah, it looks like your face is a little bit open. So I literally tried to -- I hit 
a few balls trying to square the face up on the way down. I'm like, OK, there's my feel.  
 
I went to South Dakota, I hit it so pure on that Monday qualifier or Tuesday qualifier and got 
through. I played -- I think I led the field last week in greens in reg, I hit it really nice, just right 
on the button. I drove it well. Then so far through two days I haven't been as sharp. I'm still 
hitting a lot of greens. My start lines are a little bit off, so I'm hoping to go hit a few balls here 
and figure it out. 
 
Anyway, it's just so much fun. And stressful. 
 
Q.  Seeing as you are in contention, what would a win mean to you? 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  Well, it means I can retire maybe. No, it would be awesome. I 
haven't won. I don't know, I haven't looked at all the statistics, but I've got a feeling I'm 
probably -- Lee would probably know, 25 years between wins, that's got to be one of the 
longest stretches. It's got to be one of the longest stretches. I don't know, maybe there's a 
longer stretch, but 1997, 1900s is last time I hoisted a trophy. So that would be awesome. If 
it happens, we are going to have some fun. Yeah, we're going to have fun trying. 
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Q.  Talk to me about the second shot at 7, talk about hitting it pure. 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  That par 5? Oh, yeah. You know, so we had 225 front. The ball's 
going nowhere right now and I went with my 2-iron. I hadn't been hitting it great this week. 
Even last week that was the one club that I was a little bit off with, so that's a shot you can't 
miss. I hit it pretty good, hit it right on the button and that was nice. Yeah, water short, junk 
left, tough up-and-down right and I hit that where I was aiming. That was good. 
 


