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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
September 18, 2022 
 
STEVE STRICKER  ( -14, won 1st playoff hole) 
 
 
Q.  I was checking to see after the tournament was over not thinking that you might 
take a private jet out of here after the tournament watts over. How cool is it to turn it 
around like that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, very cool. I just felt why didn't I take advantage of day one. The 
conditions were perfect, the greens were soft, receptive, no wind. I knew I was behind the 8 
ball after the first day and I needed a little bit of that wind on Saturday to have a good round 
and make conditions a little bit tougher. Kind of what we've been accustomed to here at 
times with a windy day. So I felt good with that type of condition and I put up a good round 
and that got me right back into the tournament. Yeah, yesterday was the key day, for sure. 
Then just came out today and played really solid, hit the ball all week in the fairway for the 
most part and my irons could be a little bit better, but overall I did a lot of really good things 
on the weekend. 
 
Q.  How about the comfort level here? You seem to like this course a lot, this course 
seems to like you a lot, the fans love to watch you play. Does that make it a little 
easier to relax and play better, too? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, for sure. Well, at times. Like that first day I'm kicking myself 
because I'm not 4, 5, 6 under like I feel I should be, so that was discouraging. But to come 
over here from Madison, we drove over from Madison, it's a great midwest town and the 
people, you know, those midwestern values. Andy North's partnership in this being the host 
and Sanford, I've got a lot of people that I've seen there over the years. It feels like a home 
event, it really does. I get a lot of support here and I'm just happy to deliver on the playoff 
and that was a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  It's kind of a family affair for you when you go out on the golf course with your 
wife on the bag and a couple weeks ago I saw you caddying for your daughter. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Was that Q-School? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it was the first stage of Qualifying School. 
 
Q.  How incredible was that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, that's a really cool thing that's going on with her and I'm lucky to 
be a part of that, too. She made it through the first stage, now she's on for the second stage. 
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She caddied for my brother-in-law and Nicki was on the back for me. It is, it's a family affair. 
We're missing our youngest, who's playing in her golf season at home, otherwise she'd be 
here. Yeah, it's been a blast. Later on in my career after I turned 50, it's become more of a 
family-type event for us. We're enjoying kind of getting back to the way it was when we first 
started on tour. Nicki and I spent a lot of time together and traveling together and we're just 
lucky to have our kids that enjoy coming out as well. 
 
Q.  When you made that birdie on 16, were you aware that that gave you the lead? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I was. I was trying to birdie 17 and 18 coming in. I was lucky to 
see Robert hit his shot into the green at 17 after I hit my tee ball at 18, so I knew he had a 
really good birdie opportunity at 17 and I knew that I probably needed to birdie to win 
outright in regulation. You've just got to stay aggressive at times out here and I was doing 
that. I did a good job of that today and hit a lot of good putts. That one on the playoff, it was 
a special putt, that was really cool to do. 
 
Q.  Above the hole is a tough putt here on 18 at Minnehaha, but you had the same putt 
in regulation. How important was that to have learned from the first time? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah.    
 
Q.  But you had the same putt in regulation. How important was that to have learned 
from the first time? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it was a little bit different in the playoff, I was a little bit more 
behind the hole. But again, to your point, I had a good look at it in regulation. It didn't break 
as much in regulation because I was a little bit -- I don't know what happened there, it just 
kind of rode high. So I had a good feeling for the speed here in the playoff. You know, you're 
trying to hit a good putt, it's a tough putt to make, but fortunate that it went in. It was a cool 
feeling. To make a putt last hole in a playoff in front of all these people is pretty cool. 
 
Q.  And they were cheering for you, too. You know that.  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Oh, yeah, yeah. I get a lot of support here. I appreciate that, I 
appreciate coming here. You know what Sanford and the community does supporting this 
event, which then in turn those charitable dollars go back to the community. I get the model. 
We put one of these on in Madison and it's important for the community and these charities. 
It's cool that everybody came out and we had a special day with the weather and it was a 
nice event again. 
 
Q.  The rookies that you get on this tour year after year, having Paddy on the tour this 
year I thought brought a different element, too. It's got to be exciting for you to see 
some of these guys join in with the Champions Tour. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Oh, yeah. We're blessed to be able to do this when we're 50, to be 
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able to start another career basically and to have fun doing it. And to see these legends that 
you played against your whole career and Hall of Famers that you played against and now 
you get to do it when you're 50 and older. Bernhard, 64 years old, or 65 actually. So it's 
pretty cool to compete against these guys still and to have fun doing it. Everybody for the 
most part out here, the players are having a great time and they're enjoying this second 
chance at it. 
 
Q.  Did you get nervous lining up that last putt? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, you know, I was nervous all the way around today. I knew that I 
really couldn't afford to give any shots away. I just had to continue to do what I was doing 
and not make a mistake really but yet make some birdies. Yeah, I just didn't want to mess 
up basically and that's what leads to nervousness, I guess. To have that putt, that 
opportunity is exciting, but it's nerve wracking all at the same time. 
 


