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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2022      
 
MAX HOMA  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Nice playing, Max. I don't know if I've seen a featured group laughing more than 
you guys were on your second nine, especially on 5. What was all the merriment 
about? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Clarkie is just a funny guy, telling stories, you know. Some of these guys have 
seen it all, caddie stores are just the best, so he had us laughing.  
 
But it was a great group. I get along with Cameron really well, obviously get along with 
Michael really well. It was one of those fun, fun groups, fun couple days. As much as it is 
competition in golf or whatever, it's nice in between shots to talk and laugh a little bit.  
 
Q.  Does it make any difference for your score who you're paired with or if you're 
paired with a good group or a bad group or whatever? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, maybe. I noticed that I've played quite well at times when I've been in 
groups where I get along really well with the guys or talk a lot with them. I felt when I won at 
Riviera on Sunday, getting to play with Matt and Talor was a big deal for me, so I kind of 
looked at that going forward.  
 
But at the same time you kind of have to -- you're not always going to be really close to the 
guys you play with, there's a lot of guys out here, but I've been trying to do a little better job 
of if I feel like talking, I talk, and if I don't, I don't. I'm trying not to just, even if I don't know the 
guy too well, not shutting down and still try to be my jovial instead of. 
 
Q.  Finally, my last one from me, are you keeping everything the same from last year? 
Are you one of those guys who gets the same room number, eats at the same 
restaurants? 
 
MAX HOMA:  No, I just go wherever my wife tells me. I guess I've kept that the same. 
 
Q.  How would you compare the way you're playing this week to last year when you 
won? 
 
MAX HOMA:  A little different. I drove the ball unbelievable last year if I remember right. This 
year my mid irons have been really good, but it's not too far off. My game honestly is -- weird 
to say, but my game from last year all the way to now, from this event last year to now feels 
very similar, which is great. It's just a testament to my coach, Mark Blackburn. It feels like I'm 
doing the same stuff, I'm just getting a little better at it, so it feels quite similar. I get on these 
greens and I feel like I read them really well. Joe reads them great, so anytime I brought him 
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in for a read I just feel like we have a good eye for the greens.  
 
So nothing feels too different, but I'm happy that -- last year I felt like I was struggling a little 
bit around like 150 to 200 and this week it feels much better so some of these par 3s I feel a 
lot more confident on. Yeah, it's not too dissimilar.  
 
Q.  What did you do to become such a better wedge player and how much did you like 
the little spinny one real tight in your round for birdie?  
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, Mark changed my technique. I didn't launch it low enough so it made 
my dispersion on accuracy a little bit off and it makes getting the number a bit harder, not as 
much spin when it goes that high, so change in technique. And that's just my favorite thing to 
practice now. I like talking the launch monitors out and just grinding those. I do it when I'm 
home, I do it when I'm on the road. It's kind of a fun game to play, so I enjoy working on it. 
Give me I guess a year now, year and a half now working on that has got me quite a bit 
better and I think a lot of it is just the joy of practicing it. 
 
Q.  What's the game? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Oh, it's just whatever you want it to be. Sometimes Joe and I will play played 
a game, got to get it within I usually give myself a three-yard margin on the carry, and 
sometimes when I'm home I'll try to hit little hooks, little cuts, just whatever, and pick 
numbers in my head, random. Just little stuff like that. 
 
Q.  What made you shift away from playing the draw to the fade? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Felt like at Memphis -- well, I played the cut basically since I started working 
with Mark off the tee and then in Memphis, the ball's kind of going left and right and I figured 
if I can just cut the ball, I could kind of eliminate one side of the golf course, kind of like what 
I was doing with the driver. I would like to be able to draw and cut it on demand, but when it 
doesn't feel perfect, knowing I have that little cut, it fits a lot of my swing mistakes, I guess. 
My error is I don't rotate enough, so when I go to cut it, I rotate more. So just it helps a lot of 
stuff like that. 
 
Q.  Yesterday brilliant round, today another great round of golf. What is it about this 
golf course, narrow fairways, thick rough, tough greens, you know, what has enabled 
you to kind of get into a zone here and figure out how to play this golf course? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, it fits my eye. I think I know what to do when I'm out of position, I think 
that's quite important. And yeah, when I am in position, it fits me. I hit a lot of wedges, been 
hitting the wedges really well, so when you get a lot of wedges from these fairways I feel like 
I can attack the pins, and when I've been out of position I just feel like I know where to leave 
the golf ball. I don't know, I guess I just see the golf course pretty well.  
 
Q.  You were talking at the media day pretournament interview you're hitting your 
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driver, it started last year and it continued into this tournament last season. How big 
of a difference is that for you driving the ball out here? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I've always been a good iron player, that's been just kind of my game 
since I was a young kid. Never was a great driver and I think last year I became kind of a 
great driver. Not overly long, but not overly short, somewhere just a little closer to above 
average.  
 
When I hit a lot of fairways, especially out here where it's so firm, you get another extra 20, 
30 yards at times, so landing the ball in the fairway's a big deal. And I just feel like my 
misses aren't too big, and when you play a golf course like this, even if you're in the rough, if 
you're within the treeline, it's a big deal.   
 
Q.  How about that nice, you know, applause you received after you saved par on 8 
and then you birdied No. 9 to walk -- before you got across the bridge? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, it's nice. I love coming to California, I've got a great support system 
here. I've got family and friends up here and a bunch of, you know, people who I think just 
appreciate I went to school up here and am from California. I do love this state. 
 
Q.  Twelve under par after 36 holes, is that the number you had in mind before the 
tournament started? Would you -- after 36, is that the number? You know, is that a 
comfortable number to be at? 
 
MAX HOMA:  It's the number I've got, so I don't know -- I don't think I've ever really picked a 
number. I'm very proud of one bogey. I was hoping for no bogeys, but I'm very proud of one 
bogey, so that's kind of how I try to go about and play golf. 
 
Q.  Where has your wife dragged you to so far this week that you've liked?  
 
MAX HOMA:  Don't say "dragged," then I get in trouble.  
 
What's it called, Kira? Ad Hoc. I went to Botega. Oh, and then she didn't drag me to this, we 
went to French Laundry for the dinner with the Tour. That one's pretty darn good. 
 


