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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
September 16, 2022 
 
DARREN CLARKE  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Darren Clarke, thanks for joining us. So, defending champion, you come out here, 
you go 7 under. Kind of talk us through how it went today. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, a lot better than I played yesterday in the pro-am, that's for sure. 
You know, the course was a little bit soft with all that rain we had last night, so of course it 
played a little bit soft. Again, as I said in my pretournament interview, if you drive it 
reasonably well, you can give yourself chances and I did that today for the most part. 
 
Q.  Kind of heated up down the stretch there with three of the last four birdieing. Walk 
us through those. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  You know, again I mentioned earlier in the week, they give you an 
opportunity. If you put the ball in the right place, you have an opportunity to make birdie. I hit 
it close, I hit it stiff, tap-in on 14. Made a good 10-footer on -- eight-footer on 15, and then hit 
the driver, a little chip 5-wood onto the green on 16 and two-putted there from 20 feet. And 
then a really nice tee ball on 17. The pin position was tricky, right in the hog's back, so 
two-putted there. Hit a nice drive and wedge there on the last and rolled it in from about 
12 feet, which is the longest putt I holed all day, which it's nice to finish that way. 
 
Q.  And then you mentioned the rain. Heating up today, do you think it will be a little 
firmer this weekend? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, I don't think we have any more rain in the forecast from what 
I've been told, so the course will firm up a little bit, play a little bit more trickier. But again, 
then you get rewarded more again for keeping it on the fairway. Looking forward to it. It's 
nice to get off to a good start when you come back and defend a tournament, but a long way 
to go yet. With the quality of field, you know the guys are just going to keep going after it. 
 
Q.  And then the fans today, looked like we had some pretty great support from Sioux 
Falls.  
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, it's been wonderful. This is one of our best supported events all 
year and it's great to see so many people out here. The crowds are out and they're shouting 
at all of us and giving us all -- encouraging all of us. It's wonderful. It's a great atmosphere, 
this tournament. That's why we're all here. 
 
Q.  What clicked today that wasn't clicking during the pro-am? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  That's a very good question because I probably wouldn't have played 
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as bad as I did yesterday. I'm in a bit of a bad habit that I'm trying to shallow the club a little 
bit too much in my downswing and then I've got no angle of attack on the golf ball and the 
strike's not quite right, and then today I just changed that and went back to a little bit more 
basic. I still hit a few poor ones, but I hit a lot of good ones as well.  
  
 


