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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
September 15, 2022 
 
STEVE STRICKER 
 
 
Q.  Steve Stricker, thank you for joining us. In your career you've had a lot of success 
playing at the course. Kind of what is it that you like about it, what suits your game? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I don't know. I think it's a good, old-school golf course. The greens are 
undulated, they're tough, you've got to maneuver the ball out into the fairways. It usually 
plays pretty firm and fast, which is fun for us. The wind can blow here, so you have all the 
elements really.  
 
The people here of Sioux Falls come out and support this immensely and the membership 
here does, too. It's a fun place to come and play. And Andy North is affiliated with this event. 
It's just been a special spot for me to come here over the years. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the fans. We've had a couple other players say the same thing. 
Kind of what does that support mean to you coming out, seeing all the local 
community buying in? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, we don't get that each and every week out here on the 
Champions Tour, so when we do get it, we recognize that and it's special to play in front of 
the people. We grew up our whole careers playing in front of big crowds, so it's nice to come 
to a spot that the event is supported by the community and the club and so it makes it fun. It 
just adds another cool dimension to an already cool week. 
 
Q.  Steve, where is your game at right now? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It's pretty good, can always be better. Doing a lot of good things. I'm 
still working on a few things here and there like all of us are, but it's in pretty good shape 
really. Had a good round today, worked on a couple things out there as we went around. I'm 
trending in the right direction, I think. 
 
Q.  Will it be golf by day, Presidents Cup by night? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It will be, yeah. Davis and Freddie are here and we're going to travel 
over to Charlotte Sunday night after this event, but we'll spend some time this week together 
each and every night back at the hotel and go over a few things, pairings, just to make sure 
that Davis has a real good game plan going into next week. And he does already, he's very 
thorough. He has done this, I think this will be the fourth time if I'm not mistaken. This will be 
the second Presidents Cup, or is it the first Presidents Cup? Yeah, so this will be his fourth 
time, two Presidents Cups and two Ryder Cups. He knows what he's doing.  
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And guys love to play for him, we love to hang around him. He's a great guy and he doesn't 
leave really any stone unturned, he's very thorough, like I said. 
 
Q.  Is there any pairings that you might be able to share with us? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  You know, I don't think I can, Al. There's some obvious pairings that 
will happen that have worked, you know, last year's Ryder Cup or other Presidents Cups, so 
I know he's going to lean on those types of pairings. Then there may be some ones that I 
don't even know about yet and that's what we're going to talk about this week a little bit. He's 
been working hard at that the last couple weeks, mainly the last week or even just this last 
week. I know he's been working hard and talking to the guys, making sure that they're 
comfortable with what they want to do and what he wants to do. 
 
Q.  Did he lean on you and add some of your people you put together? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I think just seeing what we did, not necessarily have we talked about it 
yet, but just seeing what we did last year and then how the guys reacted to that, some of 
those pairings. Then those pairings were even -- what I did last year were some of those 
pairings that happened before the Ryder Cup last year, so it's a trial by error situation at 
times.  
 
You know, it's funny because two guys can be really good together as personalities go and 
their games go, but they may not pair well together, they may not play well together, so 
sometimes you've got to find that out. And vice versa, some guys you think are on the other 
end of the spectrum from each other all of a sudden make a great team. It's one of those 
things you've got to try.  
 
And we had the Ryder Cup and we have past Presidents Cups to look back at and test 
those out, test those theories out and just see if they worked or not, so we rely on a lot of 
those. And there will be new ones, too, that they'll use at next year's Ryder Cup. It's a good 
process for us each and every year to kind of search those pairings out. 
 
Q.  The first champ here, do you feel a special kind of support every time you come 
back out here? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I do. I think being from Wisconsin, it's not that far away, it was a 
six-hour drive to get here. But I feel like with Andy's support being a Madison guy and his 
involvement with this event and me being friends with Andy and winning the first one, yeah, I 
get a lot of support here and a lot of people rooting and cheering for me. 
 
Q.  How have you seen this event evolve or change or improve over the years? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I think it's just gotten a little bit bigger and better each and every year. 
The build-out looks a little bit bigger this year to me. I don't know if it is, but it sure is an 
impressive build-out here on 18. 
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I think when you have the community get involved and a great sponsor in Sanford, and it's 
vital for the club to be involved, too. The club has to buy in and it looks like they are. The 
support of the club is almost as important as anybody besides the title sponsor. So you get 
all these people on board -- the community, the title sponsor, the club -- the fans will be 
there. They'll see that involvement, they know it's for a good cause, they know it's for charity 
and it's just, it's an important piece of the community here because a lot of money goes back 
to charity. It's cool to see. 
 
Q.  Do you feel -- this is your fourth tournament because you missed the one 
(inaudible), have you been playing more golf and getting hooks on your own game 
more coming into this tournament than years past or pretty similar? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  You know, even though I have other things going on like these 
Presidents Cup or Ryder Cup, I still -- when I start to play, it's all about what I'm doing out 
there and trying to do the best that I can, so I don't think it's going to be any different this 
year than it has any other year. I'm excited to be here, the weather looks good if we can 
dodge a few of these storms, and the course is in great shape, so I'm excited to get going 
and get playing. 
 


