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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 15, 2022      
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  … comments on your round? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I always like it when there's bogey free in there. For the most part 
that was not in -- wasn't necessarily an issue other than one hole I had to make about a 
15-footer for par after I hit it in the bunker. Other than that, it was a fairly simple day, but I 
think a lot of that was set up by drove it fairly nicely, especially the second half of the day 
and kind of was just able to keep moving forward. Not many times where I had to play too 
defensively. I think we did a really good job of executing and hitting a lot of shots where we 
were trying to. 
 
Q.  You haven't played this event in too many years. What made you want to 
(inaudible)? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, not going through the Playoffs and not being on a Presidents Cup 
team, that's been really the only reason why I haven't been here to Napa yet.  
 
We love it up here, love being able to spend time in Napa. I've always heard good things 
about this event, so not to say thanks to bad play or anything, but that's kind of the reason 
why we're able to be here this week. I was excited when it finally was able to work out, but 
not exactly for the best reasons. Would much rather play well and have to think about 
playing here or not, but I really enjoyed it so far. Really like the golf course, the staff here 
does a great job, and we're going to stay for a few days afterwards and enjoy some wine 
and Napa other than golf. 
 
Q.  What do you think a good start this week can do for you? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean, really just a step in the right direction. Not that we haven't been 
doing that in the past. Like we've talked, just trying to get back to being more consistent. I've 
had some good weeks in the past few years, but it shouldn't just be a few weeks in those 
years, there needs to be more. That's kind of the biggest thing is just getting back to playing 
some consistent golf, consistently being in contention and having chances to win 
tournaments. 
 
Q.  You mentioned in a previous interview that you spent some time with Butch, 
worked some with him. How has that been going so far? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  It's been great. It's been, Leading up to this week, it was about a week 
or week and a half where we started to at least me sending him more videos and just 
communicating back and forth. It's been really good. I know he's excited just with seeing 
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some of the stuff I've been able to do on the range in practice. It's going to take some time to 
where it gets -- what I'm able to do on the range when I exaggerate, it will take a little time 
for that to fully translate to the golf course, but at least in a fairly good spot. And the way I hit 
some shots and drove the ball today, it's just good feedback to just build more confidence. 
Yeah, long ways to go, but definitely a nice step forward. 
 
Q.  Would you walk through for me the changes you've made? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah. Really the only one -- well, I did put a new putter in at Memphis, a 
new Scotty that Drew Page, a college teammate of mine who's the Scotty rep now, he had it 
on the green, said hey, take a look. Hit a putt, basically loved it from the first putt, so that 
went in the bag that week and hasn't come out. That's been good. 
 
And then I was due for some new irons, which typically after the season or in the fall is when 
I usually do a new set. Ben, our Cobra rep who caddied for me at Memphis, he sent me our 
new MBs, CBs and the Tour Forged, which kind of went through testing on my own, just 
hitting them, getting numbers and seeing flights and getting feedback. Ultimately decided to 
go with the ones that would be definitely bigger than the MBs, what I played in the past, but 
just more forgiving but with all the same characteristics. I figure if I was getting all the same 
numbers but they were more forgiving, why make it any harder on yourself. Kind of check 
the ego at the door and play what works. 
 
Q.  What's the best shot you hit with the irons? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I remember one back home actually, No. 3 at Medalist, I had 4-iron into 
the par 5 there. The green's super small and I was trying to land it right on the front of the 
green which is only like 10 paces wide. It was this beautiful high slight draw 4-iron that 
hadn't really seen in a while. Yeah, I'll take that one and try and remember it for a while. 
 


