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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 14, 2022      
 
WEBB SIMPSON 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Webb Simpson into the interview room here at the 
Fortinet Championship, making his seventh start at this event.  
 
Webb, your 15th year on Tour, hard to believe. If we can get some comments as you kick off 
another season. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, it is hard to believe, 15 years.  
 
Yeah, first of all, I'll start with this tournament, this golf course. Napa's fun to come to for 
many years, the golf course is great and I love -- we've had a couple wet years, but for the 
most part the weather's been good here. When the course gets dry, it gets tricky. It's a golf 
course I've always loved, so I'm excited to be here.  
 
Yeah, kick off a new season. Last year was a frustrating season in the sense of injury and 
COVID. You know, just taken me a long time to get my game back to where I want it. I feel 
like this is a clean slate, new start and grateful for the opportunity to start it here in Napa. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  And one week away from I know what's a really big week for you as an 
assistant captain at the Presidents Cup. If you can talk a little bit about heading to Quail 
Hollow. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, I'm really excited. It's a new role for me. I actually was talking to 
Matt Kuchar this morning about kind of his experience as an assistant captain. 
 
I think I'm really -- I'm more excited than I anticipated. I was excited, but I'm really looking 
forward to getting there, seeing the guys compete. I love our team, I love all the guys, know 
them all really well. It's just been a blast being on some of these Zooms with Tiger and 
Freddie and Strick, Zach and Davis. Hearing stories, but also seeing how hard they work 
behind the scenes, how much they rely on the analytics team. And Davis is such a great 
captain, he's wanting to know what all his assistants think. But I'm really, this role this year 
for me, I'm trying to observe as much as I can, learn as much as I can and help the team. 
However that looks, I'm up for the challenge and I'm excited. 
 
Q.  It's been 10 years since Olympic Club and the U.S. Open. I'm curious what 
enduring memories you have and what sort of Bay area vibes you feel when you're 
back here? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, San Francisco golf whether it's Olympic or Harding Park, it's an 
amazing atmosphere over there, especially there. You're so close to the coast, I guess 
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probably about 500 yards away from the ocean. But what I remember about that week, I 
remember my caddie asked me on Tuesday, he asked me the question would I take second 
place this week and I'm like, absolutely. Like I'm not going to lie and tell you no, I'm just here 
to win. I never contended in a major and I never had that experience. I thought it would be a 
great experience and sure enough I got in contention. 
 
I just remember -- I don't remember a whole lot about the first two days. I remember 
Saturday was kind of just a good solid day, but I remember Sunday almost every hole, every 
shot and every feeling. Just remember being incredibly nervous but enjoying every bit of it. 
That's, I think, the kind of athletic high that we're all after is to be nervous but to accept it and 
enjoy playing through it. 
 
So it's hard to believe it's been 10 years. I wish they had a return there for U.S. Open 
quicker than they're gonna, but I don't know if I'll be playing then. I think it's like '27, '28?  
 
Q.  '28's the PGA Championship.  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It will be fun, though. It'll be a fun challenge. I know they're about to redo 
it, I think Gil Hanse is coming in. 
 
Q.  Gil Hanse is doing Lake Merced. I think there's some work at Olympic Club, I'm not 
sure the extent of it. 
 
Another unrelated question is you mentioned sort of a fresh start. How strange was 
last season with all the LIV stuff and the restructuring of the PGA Tour schedule, and 
where do you sort of see it five years from now? If you look from the global 
perspective, the game of golf, what's it going to look like in five years? Is it going to 
be good for the game ultimately as all this sort of reshaping goes on?  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  I certainly don't think it's good for the game. I'm sure guys might be 
happy that the PGA Tour is pumping a significant amount more money into purses, but I 
think that was coming at some point anyways. But it's certainly not good for the game of golf. 
I mean, a lot of our great players have gone to that tour.   
 
But I am very excited at how the Tour's responded. I did see a couple weeks ago, 18 of the 
top-20 in the world are still PGA Tour members. I feel like we didn't just survive but we came 
out I think more unified and stronger and with different players' ideas to make the Tour better 
and to make the Tour more competitive, more desirable to play.  
 
A lot of good came from it, but certainly you don't want to lose players like Dustin Johnson 
and Brooks Koepka and Bryson DeChambeau and Bubba Watson. Those guys have done a 
lot for the game of golf. But I'm not going to get into whether I thought it was a good play or 
bad play, I just don't think it's good for the game of golf.  
 
And I think the Tour has probably learned a lot these last few years. I think there's been 
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more communication. I've been on the PAC this year, I'm on the board next year, so there's 
been just a ton of communication from the players to the Tour and the Tour's listening, the 
Tour's responding.  
 
I think the Tour is in a great spot. I know from my sponsors' part of the PGA Tour, they're 
extremely happy and optimistic about the future of the PGA Tour.  
 
So I'm kind of ready for it to die down. I don't think it will for the next few years in the sense 
of they want world ranking points and there's a few other issues still to be determined, but I 
think for the most part we've seen the guys leave who are going to leave. You might have 
one or two more here or there, but yeah, I'm kind of, I think speak for everybody on Tour, 
ready to get back to just focusing on Fortinet Championship and not what's going on on that 
tour or rumors. 
 
So I'm ready. That's a long-winded answer, but I'm kind of ready to get back to what I've 
known the Tour, or I guess the culture of the Tour and what we're focused on. 
 
Q.  Max Homa hasn't played on one of these teams before and he'll make his debut 
next week. What do you think he'll bring to the team and why do you think his game 
matches up nicely with Quail Hollow? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Well, I think he brings a lot to the team in the sense of his personality. 
He's such a likable guy, he's funny, he's so easy to be around. As an assistant captain, he's 
one of those guys, he's super easy to pair with. 
 
I think most if not all the guys would love to play with Max. Not only is he a great player and 
been playing great, but he's the kind of guy you want to be in that environment with. It's a 
stressful environment, there's a lot of pressure, so you definitely want a guy that is going to 
make you just feel a little more comfortable. I think Max brings that. You know, if he asks me 
any advice, I would just tell him to be yourself, be funny, have fun with Joe, his caddie. I 
think he'll do just fine. 
 
And the other thing, I think he's going to be very comfortable on that golf course after 
winning there and just the way he drives the golf ball. You have to drive it well at Quail. 
Yeah, I think he'll do just fine. 
 
Q.  Can you specify what you think the good has been from everything that's 
happened? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yes. I think the good has been probably a couple things. One, I do think 
from my perspective, the Tour's thinking how can we -- I know it may seem like the Tour's 
responded to LIV in a way, and maybe they have a little bit, but I do think the Tour's thinking 
more so now how can we make what is the best tour in the world even better, more elite, 
harder to get on, which I think is a good thing. It's hard to be in professional sports. 
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I say this with all sensitivity to those guys who have been journeymen, but it should be really 
hard to get on the Tour. I think maybe less -- less spots isn't always a bad thing because it 
just means it's that much more competitive. It is so much harder to win on the PGA Tour 
now than when I first got on Tour because everybody's better, everybody's hungrier, college 
players are better and so it is harder. And I don't think that's a bad thing, that's a good thing, 
it makes our tour more competitive, certainly the purse sizes. It's amazing to look at the 
schedule for next year and even knowing what's coming maybe in '24 at what the total prize 
money could be, it's an amazing opportunity for the guys. So I think those couple things 
come to mind. 
 
And maybe for the players personally like in their minds and their hearts, like why do I play 
this game. Like do I play this game only for money, or do I play because I want to play 
against the best players, or do I play because I want to win majors and be a Hall of Famer? I 
think all of that's kind of been revealed through everyone's allegiance a little bit. 
 
Q.  Sort of a provincial thought, with all this reshaping and the talk of the top players 
meeting more often, how will it affect events like this in the fall and Pebble in the 
winter, which has always been a challenge to get strong fields given the weather at 
that time of year. I'm just curious your take on how the trickledown might affect 
events like that.  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, so as far as I understand, when these elevated events or 
whatever they're going to be called start really taking place, that top players, I think there's 
still going to be a desire from the Tour for them to play X amount of non-elevated events.  
 
I mean, I want to tread carefully here because now I'm getting confused what is public and 
what is from the PAC meetings. But yeah, I think that is a concern.  
 
I'm very close with the people behind the Wyndham Championship and that event comes to 
mind that I'm always a little protective of that event. I want to see great players there and 
they've had really good fields the last few years. Yeah, I think that's got to be a concern of 
the PGA Tour to look after sponsors who have been supporting the Tour for 30, 40, 50 years 
even, but it's hard to tell.  
 
But to your Pebble question, I've been saying for years Pebble needs to go in the fall. It's the 
best part of the year for Carmel. I'll just say that on record, I want to see it go to the fall, I 
think you'll see an awesome field. 
 
Q.  You know it's not happening, though.  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Probably not. 
 
Q.  The lodge is already full in the fall. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  I know, but you would get an amazing field. 
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Q.  Right. I guess you kind of touched on it, but you said 30, 40, 50 years of sponsors, 
that's sort of the crux of the question, I guess. An event like Pebble that has this 
amazing history and tradition obviously isn't going to be necessarily some of these 
other elite events or elevated events or whatever, but it still carries some cachet, I 
guess, doesn't it? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It does for sure. Tiger, Phil, tons of guys have won there. It's an amazing 
environment. But like I said, if the Tour follows through and requires guys to play X amount 
of events that aren't elevated, and I've even voiced the opinion of we've got to make sure it 
would be easy for top players to team up and say, hey, let's make these X, Y and Z events 
the ones we play because then world rankings boost, which I understand. But if we could 
spread them out, still support these faithful sponsors, then I think they'll be fine. I think they'll 
be happy. A top-10 player or a couple top-20 players in the world goes a long way for events 
that don't typically get great fields.  
 
Q.  You mentioned competition especially with college guys coming up. Talk about 
the Korn Ferry Tour and what you think they've done over the past few years to really 
shape competition out there and bringing great guys like Scottie and Will and all of 
them. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Well, I played for half a year on Korn Ferry and I can speak from my 
experience. At each level from junior golf to college golf to pro golf, I was amazed at how 
good the competition got at each level.  
 
I show up at Korn Ferry events and these guys are cut at 6, 7 under, 22 under's winning, so 
you get a sobering look at what professional golf is like and how good players are. 
 
And I remember going against guys like Arjun Atwal in 2008 who had won on the PGA Tour 
and he was on the Korn Ferry. That showed me how hard it was to make it to the PGA Tour 
and keep your job out here for X amount of years.  
 
So it definitely trains guys well. I mean, to go out and know you've got to shoot 20 under like 
a lot of these Korn Ferry events, like that's really great golf no matter what the course is like. 
Yeah, I certainly grew as a player and got better from my experience there. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the frustration of last season. How did it compare to when you 
struggled with losing the belly putter? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, great question. Pretty similar. I mean, I feel like the couple of 
years, like I guess '15 and '16 come to mind because I think '17 I played better, made it to 
Atlanta. So '15, '16 were probably more frustrating because I feel like '15, '16 I hit it really 
well and I was one of the worst putters out here statistically those two years. So I felt like a 
bit handicapped in the sense of, man, everything's there except putting, whereas this year it 
was more of kind of just generally I just was off it seemed like through the bag. Couldn't put 
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my finger on it for a while. I did towards the end of the season.  
 
So those two years were probably harder in the sense that I was so competitive, like every 
part of my game was competitive, but I just couldn't make putts. 
 
But this is the way the game goes, you just have seasons, years, half seasons where you 
feel like you can't find it again and then all of a sudden you keep working, you find it and you 
put together a few more good seasons. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  All right, Webb Simpson, thank you for your time. Best of luck this week.  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Thanks. 
 


