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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 14, 2022      
 
MAX HOMA 
 
 
HALEY PETERSON:  Good morning, everyone. We would like to welcome the Fortinet 
Championship defending champion, Max Homa, to the media center here. 
 
Max, welcome back. 
 
MAX HOMA:  Thank you. 
 
HALEY PETERSON:  Wanted to start off with some opening comments on what it's like to 
be back here beginning the '22-'23 season and what a big kickoff it was last year for your 
season with a win here. 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, this event has always been special to me. Any of them in California 
mean a lot to me just being from southern California, going to school up here. This used to 
be the Fry's.com event, it was my first pro start, it was down at CordeValle and I had a good 
week, so it's always held a very cool place in my heart.  
 
Napa is one of the most fun cities. It's my wife's favorite tournament to come to, which 
means a lot when you're scheduling. I remember last year, we don't get a particularly long 
offseason and I didn't want to come play just because I was tired and she said, "Well, it's 
Napa, you're going." Shocker, she was right, it worked out. 
 
But yeah, now getting a partnership with Fortinet, they've done an awesome job not only 
with this event but partnering with the tour, helping out the Canadian Tour. So this event is 
even, it's just growing, going higher and higher in my book. 
 
But getting back here, anytime you come to an event you had success at, the rush of 
emotions and the fond memories you have are really cool. And getting to come back to an 
event I already said I loved, to love it even more is amazing. And I have friends and family 
that live up and around here, so it's always nice coming back here and feeling very familiar. 
 
HALEY PETERSON:  And finished last season No. 5 at the TOUR Champ. How's your 
game feeling entering this week?  
 
MAX HOMA:  It was such a long layoff, I was hoping I still had it. Fortunately, it still feels 
pretty good.  
 
Yeah, game was really solid last year and I always dealt with -- pretty much the last two, 
three seasons I had pretty good years and I would always deal with a lull at the back end of 
the summer. We kind of addressed that a little bit prior to this event last season and it was 
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really nice to see the game not take a total dip. It started to feel like it was going down a little 
bit back to how it had been a bit in those lull periods, missing the cut at The Open 
Championship by 1, and I was maybe a little bit anxious about the back end, the playoff part 
of the season.  
 
Finally getting to go through that and maintain some form and play great at East Lake was 
cool just because it felt like a testament to some hard work and then just my little team kind 
of pointing me in the right direction. 
 
Q.  Hey, Max, you're playing with Michael Kim tomorrow and I was just wondering 
what your favorite thing is about him. I know you know him pretty well from school. 
And then also, are you kind of hoping that his career trajectory follows yours a little 
bit where he got on Tour, he fell off the Tour, he was in that sort of the wilderness for 
a little while and now he's back? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I have a lot of favorite things about Michael. We roomed together every 
road trip in college, so he was like my little brother in college. He's a really, really great dude, 
hard worker, amazing golfer. I don't know if I've one favorite thing, but he's a really good kid.  
Yeah, I always root for Michael.  
 
It was so weird leaving college and he stayed for a few months after I had left and he was 
just as good a golfer as you could imagine, never missed a fairway, this and that. You would 
just assume as you would assume for most great college players that their trajectory is just 
going to be straight up and to see him kind of go in the wilderness a little bit was shocking. 
But he's a guy that, now that he's found it, he'll get back to going straight up. He's 
tremendous, he's knowledgeable, he has a ton of just talent and it was nice to see him find 
his way.  
 
Sometimes that's what it takes, you have to learn "you" a little bit as a golfer. Sometimes it 
feels easy and when the going gets tough, you don't really know what to do because it hasn't 
happened before. So to see him kind of grind his way through the last two years and earn 
his card back this season, I expect Michael to do a lot of great things in this game. 
 
Q.  Any similarities to what you went through? 
 
MAX HOMA:  That's a good question. I'm not sure. I mean, the similarity was a lot of bad 
golf, so yeah, I don't know. It seems kind of similar, but it's hard.  
 
It's so interesting when I look back at when I played poorly and I think that the whole world, 
golf world knew exactly what was going on. I talked to Joel Dahmen about it once and he 
said he had no idea how poorly I was playing.  
 
I realized that you're kind of -- I always say you're only the protagonist in one person's story 
and it's your own and you're not that important to very many people. So it's hard to keep up 
with what and how and why things are happening.  
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I watch a lot of Michael's golf, but it never felt like it was crazy off. We played practice rounds 
and it wasn't as sharp maybe as it had been in college, but it was still good. The game's 
hard, the Tour's got a lot of competition, the courses are difficult. If you're a little off, you look 
like you're a lot off and then that wears on you or weighs on you a little bit.  
 
So some of that probably went on, but it's just golf, man. It's just there's so few people, 
they're highlighted every week. The Rahms, the Roreys, the Justins, Scottie, they're 
highlighted every week and it seems like you should just keep doing what you're doing, but 
the reality for most of us, that's not the case. 
 
Q.  Max, welcome to Napa and Silverado Resort. Last year over the back nine of the 
final round you overtook Maverick McNealy. What clicked for you over those last nine 
holes and what continued for you throughout the rest of that season culminating at 
the FedExCup Playoffs, being named by Davis Love to the Presidents Cup team, just 
capping just a brilliant season of golf? What did you find in your game here on that 
last day of the tournament that you were able to transfer to the rest of the season? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I think one thing was very apparent here last year and it obviously didn't just 
click for one nine but a lot of work on the driver the season prior and turning into a great 
driver of the ball this past season and then getting to see it in the first event of the season 
last year here.  
 
This course, if you drive the ball well, you'll have a lot of wedges. I've become a much better 
wedge player. So getting to see for myself how I can use driver as more of -- you know, 
Rahm said it quite a bit, as more of a weapon, use it to your favor. Feel like if it's between 
driver and 3-wood, might as well just hit the driver because I hit it straight enough and with 
like a little bit of above average distance. Like learning that that's how I'm going to play this 
game and just using that for the whole season helped. I drove the ball great last year, my 
short irons were good, so I felt like I had a strategy when I went to each event. That was a 
big change for me. I guess maybe it's -- the easiest way to put it is I felt like I had an identity 
in my golf game and I knew how to take advantage of places because of that. 
 
Q.  First, how do you sort of view your I guess new place in the game? You've talked 
in the past, been very candid about a few years ago when we talked about how your 
Twitter following was probably bigger than your game deserved at that time and the 
last year or so things have changed. You win again, you finished fifth, you make the 
Presidents Cup team. How do you sort of view in the wider context where you are 
now? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I think you look at -- you almost go kind of small picture, big picture I look at it 
as, because just of how things progress and it's not just one week changes your life really in 
this case. It doesn't just vault you straight up to the Presidents Cup team or top of the world 
ranking, it doesn't just take one week. So once you start getting there, it doesn't feel like you 
just transported there, it feels like it was from a lot of things.  
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So small picture, it feels like this is where you should be, but then every once in a while you 
look at big picture and think to yourself how cool it is where you are and appreciating that, 
but also realizing that it's not a fluke. Like I said, it doesn't just take a great week of golf, it 
takes a couple years of great golf.  
 
I think appreciating that's good, but you appreciate that too long and you might get a little bit 
complacent and I've been just trying to go with the flow. I've always said, I mean, get 
one percent better every day, work hard. My goal in this game has always been just to 
progress and whether I'm 22 in the world or hopefully 1 in the world one day, I just want to 
keep getting better.  
 
Golf is a maddening game, but it's actually, in the professional ranks, it's quite simple. You 
can't perfect it, so you can always get better at something. So just looking at different areas 
of little ways we can get a little bit better and keep improving. And actually, because of that, 
it becomes quite simple to look at yourself in this new -- I guess myself in this new standing 
in golf.  
 
As great as my game has felt and as great as my season was last season and as cool as it 
is to play a Presidents Cup, I'd like to play the Ryder Cup next year, I'd like to not need a 
pick, a captain's pick, all those things, you always have so much more to work for. It's 
actually quite easy to embrace it, because it's odd, I got to the TOUR Championship three 
weeks ago and my coach, Mark, asked me if it lived up to what -- like does it feel as good as 
I thought it would feel because it took me eight whatever to make it there.  
 
I said, actually, it doesn't feel as good as I thought it would because now I'm bummed that I 
was like 16th going in there. I was like maybe that's the beauty of this is that there's always 
something else to kind of push for. 
 
Q.  How strange has this whole year been in the wider golf world with the LIV stuff 
and some players leaving and some players staying? I'm curious your view of that 
and where you expect it to go forward. And you mentioned Presidents Cup, Ryder 
Cup, how much were those lures to keep you here? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, it's been a very bizarre year. It's actually funny, last year I talked to my 
grandma and COVID was -- maybe, yeah, a year and a half ago. I was saying, man, it 
seems like the craziest time to be alive. My grandma said, "It's not so crazy." I was like, 
"What do you mean, this is like wild, the COVID thing was wild." 
 
And she goes, "When you're on this plant long enough, everything starts to feel pretty -- it 
just is. You just kind of, like I said, go with the flow and it's all crazy." 
 
So as much as I think this past year's the craziest year that golf ever had, I'm sure someone 
else has a crazier year they can think of.  
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But yeah it's different. The landscape of golf seems like it's changing. As a fan and a 
member of the PGA Tour, I'm not happy about the fact that it feels like it's fraying 
professional golf. There's a lot of people who are being snarky out there and picking at 
things on both sides -- I'm not picking on one side, on both sides -- and that's a bummer 
because I love this game, I love the PGA Tour, and I just want to see professional golf 
succeed.  
 
And again, I'm biased. I would like it to succeed out here, but I think it's easy to look at it and 
say the PGA Tour is getting diluted a bit with the competition, but there's a lot of great 
golfers in the world and there's going to be more come up through the professional ranks. 
And even if they do split a bit, this is still currently the best competition there is in golf and 
I'm happy to be a part of it and try to help progress that further. 
 
But, you know, everyone's got a choice in life. It's great for the guys who do have -- who 
have made their decision to go over there because as long as it makes you happy and 
you're doing what you think is best for your game, your family, whatever, it's great.  
 
But yeah, for me, I guess the question mark on the world ranking points was a big deal for 
me, the Presidents Cup and the Ryder Cup were enormous deals for me, and my love for 
the PGA Tour was the end-all, be-all for me. Those three things made a big part.  
 
I want to be -- I would love to be the No. 1 player in the world, but I damn sure want to know 
how far up that list I can get and I didn't want to have to risk that opportunity. There's just not 
anything I would have traded out for that. I want to see where that goes. And so for me, 
everyone's got a different, like I said, a different choice and that's just where I kind of stood 
on that. 
 
Q.  You and Michael Kim, college teammates at Cal, lots of memories there, I'm sure. 
What is one thing you can share about Michael that maybe we don't know? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Michael moved to America from Korea when he was 12, so he speaks fluent 
Korean. Like I said, I used to be in his hotel room every night when we were on the road and 
he'd talk to his parents and it's like one of us talking to our parents, it was very fast. And 
obviously I don't understand any Korean, it's quite complicated.  
 
So he did that and -- he's going to be so mad I'm telling people this. He did that and right 
after he starts recording something on his phone and it would be like me saying like, "I drove 
my car to the store" in Korean. I was like, "What are you doing," and he said, "Oh, I'm in this 
Korean 101 class that I'm not supposed to know, I'm not supposed to be fluent in this." I'm 
like, "You are so scummy," but it was great.  
 
I guess the point of that is Michael's a very funny, awesome dude. He's cool. It's hard to 
showcase and understand everyone's personality out here, there's so many people, there's 
so many personalities. Michael might just look like a robotic amazing golfer, but he's a really 
cool due, has a passion for sports, a lot of the same interests I have. It was really cool for a 
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couple years just getting to kind of get closer with him. And it's going to be really fun to play 
with him again, I haven't played with him in a while, so it will be really fun to play with him 
again up in the Bay area. 
 
Q.  Max, what was that phone call like from Davis Love? 
 
MAX HOMA:  It was cool. It was so weird because like I knew I was on the team. Like if I 
wasn't, I would have been pretty devastated, but at that point just with the points, if you just 
look at them, it felt quite obvious. So I kind of knew I was on the team, but you still don't 
know. I guess they can make a different decision.  
 
So it was odd when I got the phone call, I still felt so much relief and happiness because like 
for a month I would talk to Joe all the time and he was like, "You're on the team, like you 
made it." But I was like, "But have I made it?"  
 
I don't know why that phone call finally just broke it down and I felt very accomplished. I talk 
about fulfillment a lot. The opportunity to represent my country as a part of the Presidents 
Cup is tremendous, but the thing that's been lingering in my brain since that phone call is I 
set out a goal at the end of last year and I said I'm making this Presidents Cup team, it's part 
of the -- to Ron's question about the LIV stuff, I would not trade my attempt at my goal for 
anything. Like that's what matters to like my soul and to fulfill that like promise to myself that 
I was making this fricking team meant a lot to me.  
 
So as much as I'm excited, as excited as I am to play next week and be with the guys and, 
like I said, represent the United States of America on a golf course is amazing, but me 
getting to like tell myself I accomplished a serious goal I had and that's why I worked so 
hard, like that has hit home a lot for me and it's made me feel really, really good about all the 
hours and the heat in Arizona. I feel a lot of pride in that. 
 
Q.  If you were writing one of those like letters to yourself and gave it to yourself when 
you played your first event at the Fry's when it was in Arizona, what would you say? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Keep going, I think. I remember when I was having my bad year, 2017 or 
whatever it was, 2017, 2018 time period, I remember sitting in the hotel room and I wanted 
somebody to come down from the heavens and just say this is how good you are, like a 
number. Tell me I'm 22 in the world if that's what it is, or is it 1,000. I didn't really care, I just 
wanted to know what that number was and I committed to myself that I'm just going to see 
where I can get to. I'm going to make sure that I do not -- there will be no stone unturned 
and I will figure out how good I am on that.  
 
If I'm not good enough to be on a Presidents Cup team that is totally OK, but I don't want to 
leave this game at any point, whether it had to be back then because I was playing poorly or 
hopefully in 20-some odd years, but I want to know I know exactly how good I am.  
 
If I had to write a letter to myself then and say you're going to make a Presidents Cup team, 
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that would have been like almost unthinkable, but the beauty of this game is that you go one 
shot at a time, one range ball at a time, and you add up, I don't know, almost like a million 
golf balls I've hit since then and you can like quantify it and you can say, dang, like I made 
this.  
 
The "keep going" thing is just important because it's like there's that picture, I don't know, if 
it's a meme or whatever, but it's a picture of a guy picking with an axe and he's just like 
hammering it, he's digging for diamonds and gold or whatever and he gets to where there's 
like one more hit and he would have got to it and he turns around and leaves. It's like you 
might as well just keep going. Failure is in quitting.  
 
That's something I think I've had, but it would have been even more useful to tell myself in 
2013 like if you just keep digging it, you'll be quite happy in the end. 
 
Q.  How does having a baby change your schedule upcoming? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I don't know. I won't play in November, but I have a rock star of a wife, she 
wants me to keep playing. I asked her if I got into Tiger's event, and I played the QBE last 
year, I was like, "Can I do one or the other, or what would you like me to do?" She said, 
"Just play both, I'll handle it." So I've got a rock star of a wife.  
 
I don't think it's going to change too much. Probably going to take some time and not 
practice a bit so I can hang out with my family. I think time management will need to get 
better. I've got plans, and people have done an amazing job out here when they have had 
kids and I'll pick their brain and see what they did to make sure that they kept playing great.  
 
But I'm very much looking forward to the beginning of November because life will change 
and I think I will be a lot less aggravated by bad golf shots and much more appreciative of 
things that are going on in my life. 
 
Q.  So you're a SoCal guy, you went to college in NorCal. Why do you think you 
connected so well to Quail Hollow in North Carolina? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, it reminds me just of southern California. 
 
Don't know. I love the city of Charlotte. It's an amazing town, it's just got kind of everything. I 
have always played well in the Carolinas for some reason. I won my first Web.com event, 
obviously now Korn Ferry, in Greenville, South Carolina. Always play well in the Carolinas. I 
don't know if it's the trees I'm not used to seeing, type of grass, I'm not sure. 
 
But it's a big golf course, it suits my game a lot. You've got to drive the wall well and hit your 
mid irons well. Yeah, I just think there's something about, as corny as it sounds, sometimes 
you go to cities you love and you just feel better and it might bring some of the better golf out 
of it. I'm not sure, but I'm happy I do have a connection to that golf course because it means 
a lot in the grand scheme of professional golf. 
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Q.  And then other than the golf, are you looking forward to anything like playing ping 
pong against anybody on the team?   
 
MAX HOMA:  No, I stink at ping pong. It would be nice to watch. I'm looking forward to 
hanging out with the guys, though.  
 
It's interesting, out here you have your connections with people and it's awesome, but I don't 
live next to, you know, a ton of the top guys by any means. Chez Reavie is one of my 
closest buddies, Wyndham Clark, J.J. Spaun, guys I'm with a lot at home, but that's kind of 
your own bubble. So it's cool, I'm pretty close with Sam Burns, always a guy I love, J.T., 
Collin. I don't know Scottie super well but I always got along with him.  
 
I feel like you go in there and you build like a deeper connection with those guys. And as 
irrelevant as that is probably in golf, like it's just cool to just get to go see how they do things, 
get closer with them. I think all 12 of us are pretty friendly and it should be a really fun week 
nonetheless, or nevertheless.  
 
But regardless, I think it's just cool to build those relationships with the top guys because you 
see nowadays you have Pat and Xander attached at the hip and they do everything together 
and they're both pushing each other to get better, Scottie and Sam, J.T. and Jordan, you 
have these guys who push each other and I think just to be in the room with all those people 
who are equally motivated and crazy talented, that will be a fun experience. 
 
HALEY PETERSON:  That's all the questions we have. Max, as always, thanks for taking 
the time to join us and we wish you the best of luck this week. 
 
MAX HOMA:  Thank you, guys. 
 


