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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
September 11, 2022 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON  ( -14) 
 
 
Q.  Padraig, you are now joining the list of guys who have three tournaments under 
their belt this season on Champs Tour. How's that feel? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  It feels good. It was nice to win at the start, get that monkey off 
my back. Then I started focusing on the Schwab Cup and the only way to catch Steve, he's 
continued to play well, is to get wins myself.  
 
Yeah, three wins is nice. I think I have six more to go, but I'll need to win again at least once 
if not twice to come out on top. Then you start thinking like how many Hale Irwin's got, how 
many Bernhard Langer's got.  
 
So there's lots of goals, but it's nice that as a young guy out here, it's a new start, there's no 
doubt about it. As I said in the speech, we've had our day in the sun, we've had our glory, 
but it's nice that we can come back out here and we can wave at the crowds and swan 
around like we've done something. If we play well, we get to relive all those pressures. We're 
probably not quite as good as we were when we were younger in terms of handling 
pressure, but we're probably a bit smarter. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about today? I mean, that double early? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, I came out and I played very nicely early on. I was hitting 
the ball nice, made a couple of birdies, feeling good. 
 
You know, not that I went after the pin so much, I was going after the pin on 4, but probably 
early enough I tried to hit a low 8-iron. I got it on the top of the clubface and surprising that it 
came up short in the water. Then Bernhard came up short as well.  
 
To miss a short putt -- I didn't mind hitting it in the water, it was missing the four-footer that 
was actually kind of -- that put me under a bit of pressure. You don't want -- the one thing 
you want to do in the last round is to knock in your short putts so then you can feel a bit 
more aggressive on your medium and longer putts. So missing that putt was definitely a bit 
of a blow. 
 
But you know what, I think I hit four wedges very tight today and I also hit the four -- three 
par 5s and the par 4, so I had four eagle putts on top of that. So I made a comfy eight 
birdies. So there was few mistakes, but there was plenty in the tank today. 
 
Q.  On 13, we've all seen on Paddy's videos you hit over your house. 
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PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yes, Paddy's golf tips, I'll hit over my house, I'll do all sorts of 
things. 
 
Look, if the grandstand wasn't there or if the hospitality wasn't there, you wouldn't even be 
thinking about it as I had enough fluff to get over it, I had a clear shot. I'd be thinking of 
getting up and down, but the craziness of the situation, I suppose the fact you're doing well, 
it definitely makes you a bit anxious. I don't think I've ever stood over a pitch from 40 yards 
as it was and thought don't knife this into the hospitality in front of me, but that crossed my 
mind. I suppose anytime you're trying something that's out of the ordinary, it sort of makes it 
a little tougher. And the one thing you don't want necessarily in a final round is drama, but if 
you get it, you have to put up with it and just get on with it. 
 
Q.  Will your schedule now change? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  No, no, no change. I have a pretty full Champions Tour 
schedule as it is. I'm going to play, I think I'm going to play six more events. I'm going to end 
up playing 33 events this year. I think you'd look long and hard to find anybody who plays as 
many as I do. But the great thing about the Champions Tour, the one extra day off during the 
week because it's 54 holes, you know, it does make it a little bit easier on us. But yeah, 33 
events, that's a lot of golf. 
 
Q.  You talked about your caddie having to sometimes talk you off of ledges. Were 
there any particular ledges today that he had to talk you out of? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I was just saying that you would be shocked the job a caddie 
has to do out there. You know, getting the yardage is -- and carrying the bag is the least of 
his work. He has to give a strong opinion when it's needed about clubbing and things like 
that, but mostly he's to act as your psychologist out there.  
 
He sees when you -- you know, I could be getting angry over a shot that there's no reason to 
get angry, it's OK, you can overread things. When you're under pressure and trying to win a 
tournament, it's very easy maybe to hit a bad putt and think that you've never hit a bad putt 
before. Of course you have.  
 
So he has to be there to catch you from any self sabotage that you would and keep 
you -- not let you get too excited and make sure you don't get down on yourself. I think that's 
the biggest key. As much as I work -- I work with Bob Rotella, the psychologist. As much as 
the work I do, he's the one who has to put it into play quite a bit when it comes to on the golf 
course. 
 
Q.  This year's schedule being all booked up, is it safe to say now as the defending 
champion that we can lock in St. Louis as a destination for next year? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Well, I've really enjoyed the event, I can't see why I wouldn't be 
back here next year. It's been a great week. I love the golf course. Yeah, there's no reason 
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why I won't be back here, for sure. 
 
Q.  You showed up this morning with a one-shot lead and you find out you're playing 
lift, clean and place. Anytime you guys have the ball in your hands, that makes the 
field really dangerous. How much was that in your thought that it wasn't just your 
threesome? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, I know it's harder to lead a tournament when the field can 
shoot low numbers, there's no doubt, because the leader's always going to be a little bit 
more conservative than he should be and placing obviously gives the chance for guys 
chasing to shoot even lower. 
 
I think I was helped today by Steve and Bernhard. You know, I was playing with two guys 
and I was, you know, I wasn't going out there -- even though I had a one-shot lead, I wasn't 
going out there thinking I was defending a lead. I was going out there going I've got to play 
some good golf to stay ahead here. I think playing with the two guys, you know, Steve has 
my number a few times, both his wins I played with him this year in the final group.  
 
So yeah, I felt I had to go out there and play some good golf and really, I knew if I did, I 
wouldn't have to worry about the field, it was definitely Steve and Bernhard are the ones I 
was very worried about. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the 14th hole. Can you share how you felt about your shots? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  You know, 13 was an innocuous tee shot, then I got a flyer out 
of the rough and made bogey. I'm not feeling the best.  
 
I hit it in the water on 14 the day before, so I had 3 (indiscernible) in my hand, my caddie 
talked me into hitting my 5-wood and I made the purest swing there with my 5-wood and 
then I followed it up with a pure pitching wedge into four feet, rolled it in. With a par 5 coming 
up, I think that won me the tournament, to be honest, 14. Couldn't have been -- not just I 
made birdie, but the good focus in those swings, the purity of those swings gave me a lot of 
confidence coming home. 
 


