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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
September 9, 2022 
 
BERNHARD LANGER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Top of the leaderboard currently, how does that feel? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It feels good. It always feels good being up on top. Yeah, I had a 
wonderful start, I holed my second shot on 1 for a two and then a nice eagle. Then played 
very solid from there on, drove the ball pretty good, gave myself some good looks and yeah, 
it's too bad I three-putted that 17th from off the green but that stuff happens. 
 
Q.  Talk about the second shot on hole No. 1, the eagle.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I had I think it was 76 yards after a really nice tee shot and 
hit a really good shot, tried to land it about three or four yards short and let it bounce toward 
the hole because it's a downslope. It looked perfect and it disappeared, so I guess it was 
perfect. 
 
Q.  We're in a town that milestones are really celebrated with Albert Pujols trying to 
get to 700, you trying to get to Hale Irwin. I know you talked about it before, but what 
would that mean to you and do you think about it at all? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't think about it a lot, but you guys won't stop talking about it, 
so I get reminded, let's put it that way.  
 
It's fun to be in that position to have a chance to maybe catch Hale Irwin. It's not going to be 
easy, but 10 years ago I didn't think it was easy and five years ago I didn't think it was easy 
and it's still not easy. But it was great to win 43 and hopefully there will be a couple more left 
in the tank, but nobody knows. 
 
Q.  With a start like that, what does that do for your round? Does that calm you down 
any? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's nice to have a good start, it's nice to get a birdie or an eagle as 
a bonus obviously, but you've still got a lot of holes left. So it doesn't mean -- one hole 
doesn't make a round as you know, so I still had to keep focusing and put the pedal down. I 
played very aggressive early on, drove the ball really nice which set myself up with some 
shorter irons and played very solid really except for the two bogeys. 
 
Q.  Talking about easing back on your schedule, is that a different mindset now or 
anything like that out here? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think I deserve to -- you know, I played more than most 
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people have and I've played more than most people for 30 years, let's face it. I've been on 
Tour 47 years and every year I played a full schedule, meaning 23 to 33 tournaments for 
many, many years.  
 
You look at Tiger Woods and Nicklaus and many others, not that I'm comparing myself with 
them from a game standpoint, but they've never played more than 20 in any year even in 
their prime. I don't know how many I'll play next year, but it probably will not be 25, that's for 
sure. 
 
Q.  You've been doing it a long time. What motivates you at this point? What 
motivates you to come out? Is it always about wins, does that drive you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, winning is what we all practice and strive for, but it's more 
than that. It's the process because we know I've only won one this year, so it's not just 
winning. It's seeing the guys out here, it's what my life has been about. A big chunk of my life 
has been professional golf. I love my family, love my kids, I love my grandkids and I want to 
spend time with them, too. It's always a fine balance, how many do I play and how many 
weeks do I take off and spend time with those that I care about. 
 


