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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
September 7, 2022 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON 
 
 
Q.  Padraig, you're in St. Louis, the Schwab Cup is heating up. What is the mindset 
going into this week? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I've been playing very nicely, so kind of continue on in that 
sense. I'm enjoying being out here, most weeks being in the business end of it. I'm seeing 
an improvement in my game because of that. When you've got a chance of winning and 
every shot counts, you kind of -- I suppose you focus on the right things. And my mental 
game's getting better, my putting is getting better being out here. So I actually think I'm 
improving as a player certainly over the last couple of years, from the last couple of years to 
this year and I'm enjoying that. 
 
Q.  Because of your youthful age, you're one of the youngest players, do you feel like 
athleticism-wise you have an advantage in endurance? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I wouldn't know about endurance, but I certainly have the 
advantage athleticism-wise, yeah. I kept my speed up, so I do have -- I hit it substantially 
further than the majority of the field, which helps. I'm hitting shorter irons, yes, so that end of 
the game.  
 
But where I'm seeing the real improvement is just because I'm a little bit more comfortable 
out here, I'm starting to putt better, I'm starting to be more clued in about my mental game 
and the mistakes that I was making maybe, but now I'm making less and less of those.  
 
Yeah, it's sharpening my game being in contention. There's a big difference. You play most 
weeks on the regular Tour, you're there finishing 20th, 30th, you don't learn anywhere near 
as much as you do by finishing a shot or two back. You're sitting there on a Sunday night, if I 
had just been a little bit more into my routine or if I had just been a little bit stronger focused, 
I could have saved those couple of shots. 
 
Q.  You're on this incredible run of finishing in the top 4 or better. I'm wondering, 
passion-wise, since you've won these majors, are you as competitive now and as 
passionate about this week as you were about winning a U.S. Open? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  No, but I would be as competitive when I'm in contention. This is 
the big difference, you know. If I turn up on a regular week and, you know, say I turned up at 
a regular PGA Tour event and I finished 10th, say 15th, 15th is a good figure because that's 
(indiscernible), players would come up to you and say well done. It just means nothing to 
me, couldn't care less, 15th, nothing. I come out here and I'm in contention, I finished fourth 
last week, I knew I had a chance of winning, so when somebody comes up to me and says 
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well done, I say, you know, I was right there.  
 
So being in contention no matter where you are, being a big fish in a small pond I suppose, 
but being in contention is what it's all about and that gets your interest. Once you've won big 
tournaments around the world, yeah, turning up and being one of the numbers just doesn't 
do it for you. There's no point. You can't get yourself up when you're finishing -- it could be a 
good performance, but finishing 15th just doesn't get you excited like being right there with a 
chance to win and handling the pressure down the stretch, you know, messing up 
sometimes and winning the other times. 
 
Q.  So are you a competition junkie in a sense? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Absolutely, always have been. If you thought you were better 
than me at tiddly winks and I go and give you a game and if we were close, only if we were 
close would I get into it. 
 
Q.  How about the fact that you grew up on these incredible courses in Dublin, 
Ireland? What's this course like in north St. Louis? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  This is a very traditional U.S. country club. I really like it, plenty 
of space out there, it's a joy to play, it's in great condition. 
 
This particular golf course has a lot of up and downhill, so there is quite a bit of -- you've got 
to have your head screwed on this week. There's a lot of decisions to be made definitely 
with those changes in -- I won't say changes in altitude, but changes in certainly up and 
down sort of thing. It's an interesting course in that, but I do like it. I like tree-lined golf 
courses like this and it fits well to my eye. 
 
Q.  This is obviously the second running of this tournament. What did you hear 
coming into this? We've heard from last year it was almost like a PGA Tour event for 
some of the guys here.  
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  You know, I'm seeing this on the Champions Tour, this is my 
first year and as I get into the Champions events and this one particularly I was told about 
St. Louis, it's their home event for golf, so all the crowds come out, people come out. It's an 
event. It's more than just a golf tournament, it's a place to be this weekend. It is quite a 
relaxed atmosphere for the players and I think that comes across for the spectators. The 
spectators at the events I've been at seem to get into it, seem to enjoy it.  
 
The charities do very well. The sponsors seem to like it. They get a lot closer to their players, 
there's a lot more involvement for the players.  
 
It's really important that the Champions Tour hit those markets that don't necessarily have a 
PGA Tour event. This is -- it's not quite the same thing, but in some ways it could be better 
in some ways because the majority of players here are known and name players. So for the 
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people who turn out, certainly the people of my vintage, they've seen me play, they've been 
out there, they might have taken up golf because of me or whatever. So yeah, it is a good 
event for the home fans to come out.  
 
And I hear with this one they're expecting very big crowds, so that's good for us, too. We like 
the atmosphere. Yeah, definitely when the Champions Tour event comes to a town, city that 
hasn't had, you know, regular golf, it certainly is embraced and we like that as players. 
 
Q.  Speaking of the PGA Tour, I saw that you had some comments that you think that 
PGA players should be able to participate in the LIV Golf tournament as well. What are 
your thoughts on -- 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I don't know, did I say that? I don't think I said that.   
 
Q.  I must have misread that. 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  It must have been somebody else.  
 
No, LIV Golf is interesting and plenty of my friends have gone over to play there. It's very 
attractive financially. They're only just starting it, it's only 15 events a year, so they're not 
trying to take over world golf or anything like that. The PGA Tour is always going to be the 
biggest, but it's an alternative for players. 
 
I do think, you know, on that side of things, if you leave, if you leave a team, you can't go 
back and play for the other team. Now, to say that, they probably need to get World Ranking 
points because if they don't get World Ranking points on LIV, it kind of leaves them out there 
and we wouldn't want a situation where the best players can't play in the majors.  
 
So the majors are sitting up there at the top, the PGA Tour is always going to be, you know, 
the next best place to be. LIV is financially going to be really good. But as I say, 15 events, 
they're not trying to take over golf, they're trying to do something different. In a few years' 
time, who knows? We'll all find our place and we'll all figure a way of working through this 
together.  
 
But at the moment as I said, once you're gone, you're kind of gone at the moment. They 
probably do need to figure out some way to get World Ranking points so they can continue 
to play in the major tournaments. 
 
Q.  With what you said earlier about finishing higher up in tournaments rather than 
15th or something like that, does that make what mind that you changed going back 
to Europe and staying over here playing easier? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  It is interesting that I'm not playing Wentworth this week. I 
believe my golf has improved by playing on the Champions Tour and I really do want to give 
it a run against the younger guys, but I kind of chickened out doing that this week, which 
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kind of made me -- I have to sit back and wonder am I just not ready or did I really chicken 
out?  
 
Wentworth hasn't been my best golf course, so I want to go somewhere where I'm 
comfortable. I'm going to play Dunhill in a few weeks' time where I'm comfortable. But I do 
believe I'm a better golfer than I was this time last year and I believe that's because I'm on 
the Champions Tour and I'm figuring things out.  
 
Again, if you finish 20th in an event, say six shots back from the lead, you would go home 
and start working on your golf swing to try and bridge that gap of six shots. If you finish two 
shots back from the lead, you will go home and work on your routines and your mental game 
to bridge that two-shot gap and that is -- to be honest, it's not easy to do, but that's far more 
important. When you start focusing on the mental side of the game and the scoring side of 
the game, you become a better player. 
 


