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Nationwide Children’s Hospital Championship 
 
ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 25, 2022         
 
BRANDON HAGY  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Brandon, just sort of walk us through highlights of the round today, anything 
notable, and how's it feeling out there?  
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I got off to a good start, made a few pars. Had two good swings 
on 4 to make an easy birdie and made a good up-and-down on 5 and got up and down with 
my wedge on 6, so it was kind of a good start to the round.  Just kind of super steady. Made 
some good birdies between 7 and 10 and then I made my wedge shot on 12, so that was 
kind of I guess how the day sort of went. That was great. Made a couple good saves coming 
in. I made maybe a six-footer on 15, like a five-footer on 16 and like a 15-footer on 17 for 
par, so that kind of kept the round going. 
 
Q.  What would you say is maybe the toughest part about having made the Playoffs 
last year, then being in sort of this position this year? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I mean, I wanted to obviously make the FedExCup this year and 
improve on what I did last year. I think golf sometimes isn't like that, so you just have to I 
think look at it as just trying to get better in all parts of your game. Sometimes that doesn't 
necessarily show up in the actual scores you're shooting, but you have to look at a longer 
time horizon and just kind of focus on that. So whether I'm in the KFT Finals or the 
FedExCup finals, as long as in 20 years I'm a really good player and play a lot of years on 
Tour, it doesn't really matter. 
 
Q.  Were there some things you thought like you got better at this year despite the 
results maybe not showing up? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  I think so, I think so. I think overall my swing feels better. I think I've just 
sort of matured as a player a little bit more. Yeah, just didn't quite get the results. There's a 
lot of good players. Just a few bounces here or there, it can be a pretty fine line week in and 
week out from contending to just missing the cut and that sort of thing. 
 
Q.  How cool was it to watch Michael Kim, a college teammate of yours, get his card 
back this year? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Totally. Yeah, Michael struggled for a little bit there and it was 
awesome. I texted him right when he got his card. We have a lot of memories together 
playing at Cal. I think we both played here on the team together for Ohio State's tournament 
here. Yeah, that's great. It's definitely inspiring, makes me feel like I can do the same thing. 
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Q.  What do you remember about like you, him, Max together in college those two 
years?  
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Dominating. Yeah, our team was great. We had Joël Stalter, who plays 
on the European Tour, on our team, too. Yeah, we won a lot of golf tournaments. It seemed 
like it was just kind of this level of excellence that we kind of were pushing ourselves 
towards, so it was a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  You've experienced Playoffs and you've experienced KFT finals. I mean, is there 
any similarities or comparison you can draw between the two of those? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I mean, it's kind of the similar feelings between the two. I think 
you've got to just kind of look from round to round, just try and be as consistent as possible, 
not try and go for it super early I think has kind of been my strategy. I've had success on this 
golf course, which has been good. I won here in college and I think I finished a fifth last time 
I played the Finals here. I've got good feelings on this course, I feel like I have an advantage 
on a lot of holes. I've just been trying to focus on that and have that type of mindset. 
 
Q.  What's the pressure difference between Playoffs and KFT Finals do you think for 
you guys? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Say it one more time? 
 
Q.  The difference in pressures from Playoffs versus KFT Finals. 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  The FedExCup Playoffs?  
 
Q.  Um-hmm. 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  I mean, I think it's similar. I mean, the FedExCup Playoffs, you know, 
you're definitely setting yourself up for getting in the majors and there's all sorts of things like 
that. I think for these Finals, obviously retaining your Tour card and getting an opportunity to 
play on the PGA Tour again is a big deal. I think there's different types of pressure, they're 
different, but I think similar type of pressure, yeah. 
 


