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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
August 14, 2022 
 
GARY YOUNG 
Chief Referee, PGA TOUR 
 
 
Q.  How did you find out that this may or may not have happened?  
 
GARY YOUNG:  Actually, we had seen it yesterday on the live broadcast. We had an official 
that was looking at it, but at that point, just knowing the awkwardness of camera angles and 
that he was dropping in a really tight area there at No. 4, the geometry of the whole situation, 
he's got basically a sliver he's dropping the ball in, we felt very comfortable at that time that 
he was familiar with the rule, and that it was such a quick view of it that we had, at that time 
we decided it wasn't worth following up on. This is something common that players do every 
day. 
 
After seeing the rebroadcast and seeing it again, we felt that it was pretty close to the line 
and worth a second look. So we did take a second look at it and sure enough, we felt it was 
really close to the line, if not touching and possibly on the line.  So it was worth asking the 
player. 
 
The rules give the player, as long as the player has showed reasonable judgment in 
determining whether or not his ball was in or out of the penalty area in this situation with his 
own naked eye, I thought it was simply going to be a situation where I asked Cam the 
question and he was going to tell him that he was comfortable that his ball was outside the 
penalty area. 
 
When I asked him the question, unfortunately, he said to me, "No, the ball was definitely 
touching the line." So at that point there's no turning back. That was a moment where I know 
that the player has knowledge that the ball was touching the line, he just simply didn't 
understand the rule that it requires the entire ball to be outside of the penalty area and in his 
relief area. 
 
So that was the tough part. 
 
Q.  What was his reaction afterwards? 
 
GARY YOUNG:  His reaction was very calm, very matter of fact. He knew -- he knew he had 
made a mistake, he just didn't have an understanding of it. He knew that the rules were the 
rules. 
 
His answer to me is, "The rules are the rules." He just accepted the two-stroke penalty, and I 
told him that we would be applying it to his fourth hole in Round 3 and he very calmly left the 
office and he's just going about his business for the day. 
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Q.  Can you remember something like this happening? Like probably happens a lot, 
but going into the final round with somebody in position to win a golf tournament and 
it happens when he shows up for his final round? 
 
GARY YOUNG:  Nothing immediately comes to mind. I think possibly we had a situation, if I 
recall -- I'm not sure that it was the final round, but we did have a situation years ago at THE 
PLAYERS Championship where we ended up turning a penalty around.  
 
A player thought he had incurred a penalty and it actually worked the other way. After review 
of the evidence, we applied the same naked eye standard. I think it was whether or not a 
golf ball had moved and I think it involved Sergio Garcia or Justin Rose. I think it was maybe 
Justin Rose and Sergio Garcia was his playing competitor that day. That's the only one that 
comes to mind where I remember changing a player's score like this. 
 
Q.  So what should he have done? It was on the par-3 fourth, so it should have been a 
two-stroke -- 
 
GARY YOUNG:  Ideally, he would have just called for an official if he had any question in his 
mind, but I think possibly he just didn't have a question in his mind in that situation, so he 
proceeded.  
 
A rules official is always available. We certainly have someone right in that area. I think he 
was just comfortable that he was operating within the rules and it just turned out he wasn't, 
it's that simple. 
 
Q.  Did you tell him before he started warming up this morning? 
 
GARY YOUNG:  I did. I happened to catch him as he came into the clubhouse and just 
asked him if he wouldn't mind coming into the rules office for a minute for a quick -- I had to 
run something by him. 
 
Q.  Do you have a quick timeline when you realized there might be a problem? 
 
GARY YOUNG:  I would say it was probably somewhere around 11:15 when we knew we 
needed to have a conversation with him. That was when we felt strongly it was at least worth 
having a conversation. I want to say it was somewhere around 11:20 that I bumped into him 
out in the foyer area and he was by himself and it was just a perfect opportunity to talk to 
him.  
 
It's something that he needs to clear up in his head prior to the round. Is he going to be 
under penalty or is he not and the sooner we can talk to him, the better. 
 
Q.  What brought it to your attention in the first place? 
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GARY YOUNG:  Well, again, we had seen it live. Originally, we thought, boy, this is so 
rudimentary, not even worth asking. It was such a quick view that we had of it that we were 
confident that he was comfortable playing from where he did. It wasn't until another official 
noticed it on the broadcast he had seen last evening. The committee decided -- in a 
discussion about it this morning, decided to look into it a little further. 
 
Q.  Was the official who noticed it on the broadcast last night -- 
 
GARY YOUNG:  Not the same official. 
 
Q.  Is he here on property? 
 
GARY YOUNG:  Yeah, he's here on property. And we just talked about it as a group and --  
 
Q.  Kind of a sixth man? 
 
GARY YOUNG:  -- and we decided -- yeah. We decided these -- we have a fiduciary duty to 
the entire field to follow up on these things and we did that. 
 


