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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 13, 2022 
 
J.J. SPAUN  ( -13) 
 
 
Q.  Just thoughts on the day and a strong finish to take the lead. 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Yeah, it was a theme of patience, I believe, for today. I didn't make a birdie 
until 11 and had a few good looks, but it was one of those days where I felt like I was going 
to get lapped. But I think I kind of mentioned that yesterday where watching the leaderboard 
you kind of, I used to not want to look, but maybe in the past I would have not looked and 
think I'm getting lapped, but reality was I was even par and I was still tied for the lead for the 
most part. It kind of helped me be OK with being patient. Then ended up finishing the round 
strong with a couple birdies on 16 and 17. Got the lead going into tomorrow. 
 
Q.  A good finish locks up a spot at East Lake. Do you think at all about FedExCup or 
is it just trying to win the tournament? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  I mean, to be where I am right now, like I'm pretty like happy. Like I don't 
think -- I mean, everyone has expectations and we all want to win, but for me to get my first 
win already this year, this would just be a cherry on top. Even if I don't win and have a great 
week and kind of lock up East Lake that would be cool, too.  
 
I'm not going to let it get to me. It's almost the same thing thinking of going to Augusta the 
next day after Valero, you know, the night before Sunday. Trying not to get too far ahead of 
myself kind of what I did last time in Texas and hopefully the results are the same. 
 
Q.  It looked like it had been a little bit tough stretch after the win, you had the back 
injury, T-8 at Rocket though. Was it just getting healthy again? Did something turn 
around? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Yeah, I kind of did the opposite of what I would like to do is I sat around -- I 
won, so I took some time off, which I thought was like a luxury. But I like playing golf. I don't 
mind playing 30-plus weeks a year. That was nice to kind of literally not put the -- take the 
clubs out of the travel bag for two weeks.  
 
I got a little crazy when I wasn't hitting as good as I thought I would be when I came back, so 
that kind of led me down the rabbit hole of looking at swings and positions and why is it 
different than what I was three weeks ago at Valero. So I kind of did that to myself, but I kind 
of learned to just use what I got and that's kind of what I did earlier in the year, and not kind 
of drive myself insane. It's nice to see the game coming back to form and where I was earlier 
this year. The putting's starting to wake up too a little bit, so pretty solid. 
 
Q.  You talked about leaderboards. Does a tightly bunched leaderboard behind you 
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affect what you do at all? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  I know I've got to play better than I did today tomorrow. You look at the 
names, I mean, those guys, major champions and multiple winners and you've got really hot 
golfers that are, you know, just playing really good. It's not going to be easy tomorrow and I 
don't think if I play like how I did today, like I don't think that will be enough. I'm just going to 
give it all I've got and hopefully make some more birdies than I did today and we'll see what 
happens after we add them up.  
 


