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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
August 12, 2022 
 
DENNY McCARTHY  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Denny, what worked well today? Great round. 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  A little bit of everything. Drove it really well. Drove it well yesterday 
and drove it well again today. There's kind of a mix of handful of drivers and 3-woods and 
I've been hitting both of them pretty nice. Hitting my irons well, just felt like if you drive it in 
the fairway here, it makes things way less stressful. If you're driving it in the rough, fairway 
bunkers, there's -- the rough's kind of thick, you can get some jumpers or you can get some 
muffled ones where they don't come out. Being in the fairway is step one and I've done a 
really good job of that.  
 
I put a lot of work on my driving and my iron play, so kind of letting those two things -- I've 
putted well. I haven't really made that much of length, so it's kind of my ball-striking that's 
kind of been the staple for me the last few days. 
 
Q.  But the putter's pretty much always good for you, right? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  It is always good for me. It still feels really good, I just haven't -- I 
made some nice par saves in the middle of the round and a couple 8-, 10-footers early, I just 
haven't really made anything of length like I normally do. I occasionally drop a few bonus 
putts in there, I haven't done that yet, but it's a good sign that you've got to strike it well at 
this place and good to see some of the work I've put in on my ball-striking pay off. 
 
Q.  What have you done with the ball-striking? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I just -- typically, you know, it's a lot of how my body moves. So I took 
three weeks off. I still did some work in the last week and a half leading up to the last two 
weeks and I just don't think my body was moving very well the last few weeks. I kind of got 
into some bad habits, wasn't driving it well, wasn't hitting crisp, solid iron shots. I was a little 
disappointed with how I played the last two weeks, especially Wyndham, a place I really like. 
Missed the cut by a couple there, it was just kind of frustrating.  
 
So brought my coach in Monday, Tuesday and just worked on some of the feels we do, we 
normally have with my body. Just kind of have a tendency to hang on my right side, so kind 
of just jumping into my left side and posting up and getting that nice aggressive turn through 
the ball. We got back to some of those feels and it feels really good right now. 
 
Q.  You're having the best season of your career and you're always known for the 
putter. Is the ball-striking catching up to the putter or what's behind the good season? 
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DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, it's definitely catching up. There's times where, like my 
ball-striking on the week at the U.S. Open was really, really good and if I had a hot putter I 
would have been right up there at the top. I was still a couple shots back most of the way. 
Felt like if I just made those couple putts of length to kind of get me going, it would have 
been maybe a little bit of a different story, but my ball-striking was great there. It stood up to 
the test at Memorial, which is also a ball-striker's golf course, if you will. Even John Deere, 
you've got to hit it well there, too. So the more I hit it like I know I can, the more I'm going to 
put myself in contention. Obviously putting is the strength of my game, so I'm hitting fairways 
and greens and giving myself a ton of looks. I like being in that situation, that's what I like to 
call nice stress-free golf and I like being in that spot. 
 
Q.  Probably a dumb question but in terms of your career, how important is it for you 
to get a win someday on the PGA Tour?  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, that's what I've been trying to do for five years now. This is my 
fifth year out here and I've had a couple close calls, obviously more so here in the last few 
months. Just got to keep doing what I'm doing. I know if I just keep putting the hard work in 
and sticking to the process, good things are going to come my way. 
 
Q.  Your coach is the same guy you've had for a while? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I've actually been working with him for about a year and a half now. 
His name's Brian Creghan. He works at Pine Tree in Boca and he just took a summer job at 
Shooting Star in Jackson Hole, so he's half the year in Florida, half the year in Jackson Hole. 
I brought him out of Jackson Hole to come here on Monday, Tuesday and it was really 
helpful. 
 
Q.  You said a year and a half? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Year and a half. I've known him for about six years. Kind of went -- I 
went to him a year and a half ago. He's seen me play before that. I went to him just a little 
confused and lost. I took a couple lessons from him and I really liked the things we worked 
on, so it's been a nice partnership. I like the things that he teaches and it's something that I 
can relate to easily. It's worked really well. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like you're a good player in the heat? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I am, yeah. Last week was a nice test. Even though I missed the cut, 
it was a nice prep for this week. Wyndham in Greensboro is also very hot. I do tend to sweat 
a lot, so I'm pouring baby powder in my gloves and rotating between two or three gloves and 
using a towel to dry. So it's a little bit of a process before each shot, but it's worth it if I'm 
going to shoot 5 under. 
 
Q.  Over the course of a round like this where you take the lead in the tournament, I 
know it's early, are you paying attention to that at all? Do you notice the galleries at 
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all? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, I looked at the board and saw that I was leading, but that 
doesn't mean anything on day two. I was trying to extend my lead. Honestly, if I had to 
guess, somebody's probably going to get 11, 12, 13 today, so I wasn't like, oh, man I'm 
leading. I'm out there still, my mindset didn't change, I still swung really freely, I'm going out 
to attack and make some more birdies.  
 


