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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 11, 2022 
 
J.J. SPAUN  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  What do you have to say for yourself, J.J.? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  I'm hot, figuratively and literally, I guess. It's hot out here. 
 
Q.  What did you do well today? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  I think I putted really well and I drove it really well. I guess I hit 15 out of 18 
greens, so that's a pretty good combo. When you're hitting a lot of greens and putting well 
and hitting fairways, it's hard to complain about how I played today. 
 
Q.  How would you assess your year post San Antonio? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  After San Antonio I was put in a weird spot just because, you know, you set 
goals to win and you set goals to accomplish things to get to that point and then you finally 
accomplish it and then you kind of don't know what to do, you know?  
 
So I missed I think four cuts in a row maybe after that. I took about three weeks off, which I 
never do in the middle of a season, but you think once you're a winner you can kind 
of -- that's the luxury of being able to plan your schedule now or take time off. And we have 
a 2-year-old daughter, so it seemed fitting.  
 
But I didn't do anything for two weeks, which is unlike me. I like to grind, I like to hit balls, I 
like to practice even when I'm home. Yeah, it was weird. It's still a good year, I'm happy that 
I've seen some results finally the last few weeks with the game heading into the most 
important time of the year. 
 
Q.  What was your position coming in? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Twenty-sixth, I believe. 
 
Q.  Just curious, the golden ticket of the TOUR Championship usually, you finally get 
to the Masters and have a lot of time to prepare for it, which was probably, what, 10 
hours or something like that? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Yeah, exactly. Maybe less. 
 
Q.  Does it almost make you want to get back even more than you wanted to in the 
first place? 
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J.J. SPAUN:  Yeah, yeah, like the first trip there with it being so quick, it's hard to complain. 
"oh, I had to rush to Augusta and play the Masters." But it will be nice to punch another ticket 
there and be able to plan it out and get down Sunday, maybe even Saturday the week 
before, take my time and enjoy all the little things that come along with that great tradition. 
That's the place to be, and hopefully keep playing well this week and the next couple weeks, 
I'll be there. 
 
Q.  When you're as hot as you were today, is there ever a point where it gets in your 
head a little bit, you're like, "God, I'm playing so well, this could be amazing"? Like is 
it distracting at all when you're that good? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Like hot as in temperature? 
 
Q.  No, I'm sorry, when --  
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Because I'm really hot temperature-wise. I'm like dying. 
 
Q.  After 12 you're like 6 under. In your head it's like, "I'm having a really good round." 
Is it hard to maintain it when you're playing that well? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Yeah, in a way, but that's like the weird thing about golf is you don't want to 
get too far ahead and I think that's what I did great today. We tried to focus on every hole 
and every shot. And it sounds super cliche, but that's what I did in San Antonio when I won 
and every single round I was kind of doing the same thing and it kind of felt similar today 
where we just -- each shot at a time and played great and made good putts.  
 
But I tried not to get too ahead, to answer your question. Like oh, I'm playing good, I can 
really light this up. Around here one off shot, not even a bad shot, can kind of put you in a 
spot where you're making double, especially coming down the stretch on the back. 
 
Q.  Last one, what was the best shot today in your mind? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  Best shot today. I mean, I don't know. Actually, I think the second shot into 16 
was nice. It was like I was in between clubs for the par 5 and I just kind of chip-cut a little 
5-wood and held it against the wind and it landed six feet from the flag and released out to 
about 20 feet. Two-putted still, but that's probably the best swing. I've been swinging it good 
all day, so yeah, hopefully I can keep it up. 
 
Q.  How did you birdie the last? 
 
J.J. SPAUN:  I hit it right down the middle and then hit an 8-iron about 15 feet short of the 
pin, just a little uphill right-to-lefter. I saw my line as I walked up to the green, I knew exactly 
where I had to hit it and I just had to execute that. Hit it with great speed and it went right in 
the middle and that's kind of how the whole day went, honestly.  
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Q.  You made it through an entire interview without being asked about LIV. Is that an 
insult?  
 
J.J. SPAUN:  I mean, yeah, I guess. Who cares? No one cares. 
 
 


