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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 9, 2022 
 
SAM BURNS 
 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  We would like to welcome Sam Burns to the media center at the FedEx 
St. Jude Championship.  
 
Welcome. You enter the week at No. 3 in the FedExCup standings. Just some thoughts as 
you enter the Playoffs this week. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I'm excited to be back here in Memphis. Played well here last year, 
unfortunately lost in a playoff. It's a golf course that I really like. It's grass that I'm used to 
playing on, I grew up on bermuda, so I feel comfortable around here and I'm excited for the 
week. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  And can you just give us a quick recap on your season? You've 
obviously had three wins, a very successful season. Thoughts as the regular season closes 
and you enter into the Playoffs?  
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, it's been a good year on the golf course. I think definitely some highs 
and lows in there. Yeah, I think coming into the year I was -- I didn't really know kind of what 
to expect coming off last year. Knew I was playing well. I played well in the fall and then won 
my first start at Sanderson, so that was obviously a nice kind of kickstart to the year. Then 
kind of had a rough stretch in there kind of on the west coast and then bounced back to win 
the Valspar, which was fun going -- back to back. Then yeah, I feel like the last kind of 
six weeks has been a blur. I was out of the country and went on vacation and had 
three weeks off. I'm excited to be back playing again.  
 
Q.  When you're coming into a weekend like this, is it more important to have the 
confidence knowing you played so well here last year or simply how you're playing in 
the current moment in time? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think it definitely helps playing well here last year. For me, coming into each 
week I try to kind of treat it as its own. Really for me, just try to prepare the best way that I 
can and make sure I'm healthy, I'm getting the things done early in the week that I need to to 
have success later in the week. So really that's kind of the things I focus on. 
 
Q.  Sam, on a different topic, will you be following the court hearing today? Is that of 
interest to you? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I probably won't follow very closely. I'm sure I'll find out the verdict whenever 
it comes out, but not super interested. 
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Q.  Scottie was in here earlier and he had an interesting opinion where basically if 
somebody goes to LIV, that's their business, not his world, but he was frustrated was 
his word by the fact that they were suing because that is a little bit more personal. 
Does that resonate with you? Do you feel that way? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think at this point it's an ongoing legal battle and a lot of it's out of my 
control and I just, for me, I just try to focus on being here this week at the FedExCup 
St. Jude and trying to play the best golf that I can. 
 
Q.  Sorry to harp on this and I'll get back to golf in a minute. Yours was one of the 
names that was flying through the rumor mill viciously to the point where you had to 
stand up in the meeting in Hartford. What was that like? Was that irritating at all or 
was it distracting or what? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I guess that's why it's a rumor, because it's obviously not true. 
 
For me, I fully support the PGA Tour 100 percent. It was a pretty easy decision for me when 
all this kind of started because I went back to and thought about when I was a kid growing 
up and being on the putting green and having a chance to, in my imagination, win a PGA 
Tour event, to win a major. That's one of the reasons I play golf is because I love what the 
PGA Tour stands for and it's one of the reasons that I enjoy being out here. So for me, it's 
not really a hard decision. 
 
Q.  What kind of reaction did you get in the meeting? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I mean, everyone that knows me I think knew that I had no intent to ever -- to 
go anywhere else, so I don't think people were really surprised. 
 
Q.  And then to the golf for a second, when you talk about what a good year it's been, 
what in your mind made it a good year? Was it strictly winning, and on top of that, 
was there a part of the year that left you wanting? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think for me, I try to focus on a lot of different areas where I can 
improve my game from a statistical standpoint, so really trying to attack those areas. I know 
that if I can continue to improve those areas, good golf will come with that. So seeing some 
of those areas improve from last season I think kind of validating that with playing well, 
playing well while in contention is definitely something that is rewarding. 
 
Q.  You talk about the highs and lows, and I think the highs are pretty obvious. What 
were the lows this season?  
 
SAM BURNS:  For me, I feel like when you put a lot of work into something and you come 
out and you don't play well and just kind of the stretch where I think I missed three or four 
cuts in a row is just really frustrating just because felt like I was doing all the right things and 
putting in the work and then not seeing the fruit from that is obviously difficult. So I think 
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that's kind of what I was referring to. 
 
Q.  And if Scottie and Billy both make the Presidents Cup team, who gets -- who's 
your preference, I guess, of partner? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I guess you'll have to ask Davis. I would love to play with either. Either of 
those guys are obviously world-class players. I've played a lot of golf with both of them. Billy 
and I have had success at the Zurich and the QBE, so I would be honored to play with either 
one of them. 
 
Q.  Sam, maybe because of LIV with the purses next year going up and these 
FedExCup Playoffs, the fields shrink, the purses going up, those 70 players earn their 
card, what do you think about those changes moving on like when this is here next 
year in terms of what this is going to look like? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think it brings more value to our Playoffs just the fact that each 
tournament is more important than the regular season just because cutting the number of 
guys that start the Playoffs down by almost 50 percent is going to make it more challenging. 
I think you'll start to see maybe some of the top guys playing some more of the same golf 
tournaments with the invitationals that are going to have larger purses.  
 
I don't know. I think it's going to be interesting to see how it plays out, but I think it's really 
exciting for us who are out here, it's exciting for the fans, so I'm looking forward to it. 
 
Q.  Sam, if the court decides with these three players, what do you think the reception 
will be for those guys when they tee it up here? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think, you know, when all this kind of started, I don't really fault 
anyone for the decision that they make to go play another tour. I think each person has their 
reasons and has kind of why they did what they did.  
 
For me personally, I can only speak for myself, I don't know what the reaction of others will 
be, but I think it's hard to really say because I'm not in their shoes and I haven't had the 
same life experiences that they've had. So I'll just try to be -- to love them well and accept 
them to play here this week. I don't necessarily agree with what they've done, but that's life. I 
mean, just because I don't agree with someone doesn't mean I should shame them or hate 
them for what they've done. I think just trying to have kind of an open mindset and accept 
them for the decision that they made. 
 
Q.  Sam, you mentioned you had a few weeks off in your lead-up. What does it look 
like when you say a week off from tournament play? Are you still down there at the 
local track working, grinding on the game? And despite having three wins this 
season, do you feel like you're sneaking under the radar moving into the Playoffs? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think these kind of off-weeks were a little bit different because we 
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stayed in Europe for a week after The Open and whenever we got home, we left. So we got 
home on a Tuesday and we left on a Thursday. One of my best friends got married, so we 
went and did that. So that was a little bit different than what a typical off-week is.  
 
Usually it's just kind of hanging out at home, seeing friends, seeing people that we don't get 
to see when we're out on the road. Really just trying to relax and kind of reenergize for the 
last part of the year. 
 
Q.  You work with Mark Horton, right? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Is that through Billy? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How long have you worked with him and what are the things you've learned from 
him? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah. So we started last season, worked all last season, this season as well. 
I think just having kind of a better understanding of how to play golf courses.  
 
Like, for example, at Colonial, I haven't really played well there in the past and I always 
thought that I would hit a lot of long irons off tees and just kind of get it out there in the 
fairways. Then this year -- I didn't play last year, so this year was the first year that I've 
worked with Mark at that event. So just played the golf course completely different, hit a lot 
of drivers. So I think that aggressive style play on that golf course, it fits me a little bit better. 
It fits kind of my profile and how I play a little bit better. It was really nice to see that that kind 
of paid off.  
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  Any final questions for Sam? All right. Well, thank you for joining us 
today and good luck this week. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Appreciate it. 
 


