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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
August 6, 2022 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  How did it go out there today? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I think a big change from yesterday, right? A good, stiff breeze but 
from the opposite direction, and I think the pin placements were I think a little more difficult to 
access today, so maybe that's because I had a good round yesterday and I was playing a 
little more conservatively today, but I felt it was more difficult to score today. 
 
Q.  What's going to be the mindset going into tomorrow? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Those 70 other guys that are behind me, just trying to stay ahead of 
them. They keep moving forward, so I've got to keep moving forward. I can't go out there 
and think, OK, I can hit it to 30 feet on every hole and maybe make a birdie here or there 
and win this golf tournament. This tour's typically about trying to find a way to shoot 4, 5 
under a day and that will be what I try and do tomorrow. It's worked for me in the past, that 
mindset, and that's what I'll be shooting for. 
 
Q.  When you say you were conservative today, (inaudible)? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  I think for me it was more about my comfort level with my game. I hit a 
few loose iron shots kind of in the middle of the front nine and then the rest of the day I 
was -- I really was looking away from the corners. I know I took too much club on one hole 
just because I was worried about the front edge. Just I didn't have the same contact today 
that I had yesterday. I putted nicely and I kept the ball in the spots that allowed to make 
pars. I think I made one bogey, but it was really just kind of managing the round and the 
course today. 
 
Q.  Can you just describe what it's like to go to sleep at night leading a golf 
tournament with 18 holes to play? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  I'll have to tell you in the morning, right? I've led a few times over the 
years. There's two ways to approach it. You kind of, you get all amped up and fired up about 
everything and you try and make everything seem really important, so that's the way you 
prepare and that's the way you practice, or when you play and practice you try and make 
every day seem like the same.  
 
My personality is really to kind of do more of that. On the Champions Tour, that's easier to 
do. We've had our successes, we've had our great tournaments. I love being here at the 
Shaw Charity Classic, but it's not the U.S. Open, it's not trying to keep your card. I mean, 
this is an exciting opportunity for me to go out there and try and win a golf tournament.  
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A lot of times if you're on the regular tour you're just trying to hold on. You get so amped out 
here. You're playing with guys you know. I'm playing with Jerry Kelly, who beat me in a 
playoff at Des Moines, so on the first hole I'm going to kick him in the shins when he's not 
looking, and I'm playing with Paul Goydos again and we'll tell stories all day long about other 
players and things we've done in the past. In that respect it will just be kind of another 
competitive day on the Champions Tour for me. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask you about Jerry being in there, because with yourself and Paul 
and Vijay, like there's a few guys who haven't hoisted a trophy in a while and then 
there's a guy who's kind of made a habit of it lately. 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Like I said, I'm going to kick him in the shins because he's been playing 
great and he's there all the time and he's in the way like a bad penny, just keeps turning up. 
Yeah, no question, for me, I'm trying to win a tournament so I can get back to -- my wife's 
favorite tournament is Hualalai, right, and it's the start of the year. I'm 60 years old, I don't 
know how many more of these chances I'm going to get. I'm going to do everything I can to 
try and get it tomorrow. 
 
Q.  How are Jerry's shins? Is there a soft spot there? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Ask him after the round tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You've had like a tie for second here and a tie for third, so what's it going to take 
to improve upon that? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  I think there's a few places during the round where you have to capitalize. 
Tomorrow there will be six or seven hard pins and there will be six or seven accessible pins 
and you've either got to make a long putt on one of the hard pins or you've got to make sure 
you take advantage of the regular pins. 
 
I feel like if the conditions are nice tomorrow, it's going to take a 5-under round from me and 
if I shoot 5 under and somebody gets me, I'll have done my work. 
 
Q.  Do you think because you've been here every year you have an advantage 
knowing the course better than some people? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, but I think a lot of these guys have been here every year, especially 
the guys that are in contention. They've played up here, they know what it takes, they're 
smart guys, they've played a lot of competitive golf. They're not going home tonight thinking, 
boy, if I can shoot 1 over tomorrow I'm going to win this thing. We're all going to be trying to 
do the same thing tomorrow. 
 
Q.  I know we asked you about the Alberta Open yesterday. Was that your first pro 
win, do you remember? 
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  No, I had a few. Like I had won a number of mini-tour events. I had been 
a pro for about two or three years when I came up here. I also followed it up with a victory at 
the Fort McMurray Rotary Classic. 
 
Q.  And that was a long time ago, but does the thrill of chasing them ever get old for 
you? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, look, this is why I play, right? I mean, I make a nice living doing it, 
still being able to do it, but what allows me to be successful, it's what I love to do, right.  
 
Monday morning 9:00, kids are taken care of, house is taken care of. You ask me what I 
want to do, I want to go out to TPC Scottsdale and hit balls for three or four hours because I 
enjoy that, trying to find the critical path, trying to find the pieces that fit. To me, that's always 
been the challenge of the game, it's why I play. It's the best competition I can find, you know, 
age appropriate now.  
 
But yeah, hitting a good 4-iron on the range, yeah, that's cool. Hitting a good 4-iron in a 
practice round, a little cooler. Hitting a good 4-iron when you've got a one-shot lead and 
people are breathing down your neck, that's why you play. 
 
Q.  What's it mean to have Sam on the bag with you? I know he's had a few starts in 
PGA Tour Canada, just having him out here? 
 
KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, it's always great to spend time with him. He's at a point in his game 
where he wanted a little bit of a break. For me to just kind of have him there, I haven't had 
much trouble so far in the round, but like if I do get into trouble, I'll kind of be trying to set my 
best example and maybe that will be -- maybe that will help me as well.  
 
So when kids get older like that, you don't know how much time you're going to spend with 
them. I'm spending six to eight hours a day with a 26-year-old. Most parents can't say they 
get to do that, so it's pretty neat. Don't tell him, though. 
 


