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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 5, 2022 
 
ALAN McLEAN  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  We were saying you finish as the top Canadian. You've been out of London for a 
little bit? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  I've been in London for I think 14 years, yeah. Moved down there in 2007. 
I used to live up in Thunder Bay before then, so it's now home. 
 
Q.  So how long in Canada? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  Kind of moved here in 2000 and then I was still playing the European Tour 
back till about 2010 and then all the time just playing the Canadian Tour and living here, 
yeah. 
 
Q.  So born in Glasgow? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  Born in Glasgow, raised in South Africa. Yeah, I'm a proud Canadian. I got 
my citizenship in 2019, December 2019. So I didn't have enough days prior to that to qualify 
with my travel. Kept trying and trying, but eventually I got my citizenship, so it made life a 
little easier. 
 
Q.  So expectations here this week? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  You know, I was very pleased to receive an invite this week. I've been 
chasing the Champions Tour for just about a year and a half and it's really difficult to get any 
invites. It's a tough way to get into a tournament through the qualifying process each week, 
so this week it was a little easier.  
 
And I've been playing well. I've been hitting the ball well, and today I did ride my luck a little 
bit, but you need luck in golf. It wasn't a lot of luck, it wasn't like I hit a tree and bounced on 
the green or anything like that, I just hit it in the trees a couple of times and I had passages 
where I could make something happen. 
 
All in all, a very solid day and looking forward to tomorrow. 
 
Q.  So you qualified by getting an invite, and when did you get that? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  I got the invite two weeks ago. I was playing at the British Open and 
qualified on the Monday I think of the British Open and I got news from Sean on the 
Tuesday. 
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Q.  Were you originally going to do the Tuesday qualifier? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  Yes, I was, yeah. You kind of suspect that people aren't going to travel up 
here because of our policies that the country has in place. So, notice I say that nicely.  
 
No, I just know that speaking to the guys, a lot of them weren't going to come. So it was a 
good opportunity even if I didn't get an invite to potentially get in through the qualifying 
process. 
 
Q.  How many Champions Tour events have you played? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  Well, I qualified for both the U.S. Senior Open this year and the British 
Senior Open, and earlier in the year I've probably done about eight Tuesday qualifyings and 
I unfortunately missed two out of the first three, I missed in a playoff. 
 
It's been close all year, but those kind of unfortunately would have set you up, potentially 
had you played well, to get into like THE PLAYERS Championship and/or the PGA because 
some of the rankings go off the current Order of Merit. So it didn't work out that way and just 
been playing some part of the CPGA, so been playing some of our local Ontario events and 
our events where I can, like some mini tour events. 
 
Q.  And today you had it rolling. With the finish, are you going to let that bug you?  
 
ALAN McLEAN:  You know what, maybe on 8 or 9 here coming up I maybe hit it a bit hard, 
but on 8 I hit a really good putt and it actually, it crested the hill and picked up pace and I 
almost made it, just left myself -- probably went about eight feet by. The greens are 
spectacular. Like I've putted on some quick greens in my life, but these aren't overly quick, 
but they just keep rolling. Kudos to the greenkeeper, the greens are fantastic. Yeah, if you're 
not in the right area code, life gets tricky getting the ball up to the hole. 
 
Q.  You relocated to Canada in 2000? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  So I came out to play the Canadian Tour in like '97 and then I met my first 
wife from Thunder Bay in 2000. So kind of moved here in earnest probably the following 
summer, April of 2001. I came over for Christmas in 2000. And yeah, so we settled up in 
Thunder Bay in 2007 and moved to London after that. 
 
Q.  Are you a pro there? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  I teach out of Echo Valley, which is a little public golf course, and I also 
kind of have a job up in Thunder Bay still. I work for a friend of mine who's also a pro, so 
he's very supportive of what I'm trying to do. Obviously without his help, I couldn't really do 
this because this, when you're not getting in each week and not making a check, it's 
expensive. 
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Q.  So how does it feel to be the top Canadian after the first day? 
 
ALAN McLEAN:  Well, I hope I'm speaking to you on Sunday still the top Canadian, I would 
have done well. No, it's great. It's great to represent Canada, and I know both Mike and 
Stephen and Mr. Morland are all great players. Hopefully, between us we can have a good 
round and make the Calgarians proud of us. 
 


