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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 5, 2022 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON  ( -6) 
 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I think the key, it's not as easy said as it is done, but I got a 
good start. So you make a couple of birdies on a tough day early on, you've got something 
in the bank. You know you've got something. If something goes wrong, you're still in it.  So a 
quick start, a good start was very important.  
 
You know, stayed patient after that. It was tough in the wind, but I was in a good place 
nearly all the round, so it wasn't -- most things worked out for me. I did putt well, I holed out 
well. I certainly had a lot of three- and four-footers today, you know, with the pace of the 
greens and the wind you can have, so that was very encouraging. Surely to eagle the last is 
definitely the icing on the cake for a good day. 
 
Q.  How nice is it to hear that roar of the crowd there? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, you know, that's why I'm out here on the Champions 
Tour. I go play the regular Tour and I'm middle of the field, just doesn't cut it. There's no 
buzz with that when there's 25 people watching you or something like that. It's much nicer to 
be up there on the business end of things, you know, to be feeling it, feeling under pressure, 
feeling the nerves, feeling the excitement, to have the buzz of the crowd, have people 
watching. This is the big thing about the Champions Tour, it gives you a second life with that 
adrenaline. 
 
Q.  We asked Triplett what made you dangerous and he said you're still the first guy 
to the course and the last one to leave. Do you still consider yourself a student of the 
game? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  That's one of those reputations I never lose. yeah, I love the 
game. I was burnt out probably 2016, around then. I looked around at would I do some 
coaching, would I do some TV, stuff like that. I realized I really, really like this game. So I just 
find a different way of enjoying it, but with more emphasis on the enjoyment side of it more 
so than the dedicated side. I'll always be dedicated, but I don't need to push on that end 
anymore, but I certainly am enjoying my life on tour more. 
 
Q.  We've heard a few guys comment on the wind, but I imagine for an Irishman this is 
just a breeze? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  The difficulty today with the wind was we're at altitude. Trying to 
dial in altitude, the wind, if the temperature warmed up to have an effect with the altitude, it 
really obviously worked out well for me today and I didn't overthink it because it was working 
out well. But I can see guys, there's no doubt you get going in the wrong direction today and 
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you're going to second guess a lot of things.  
 
That's what I was talking about, I got early momentum so I wasn't second guessing things 
whereas I'm sure the altitude here really does make it very awkward in that sense because 
this is very high up and it should be going, the ball should be going a long way, but I've 
played three days now and it hasn't had a big effect. It's had some effect.  
 
I'm actually, I won't say I'm anxious, but that's something I have to think about for the next 
two days. If it warms up, how far will the golf ball go, and it's something to manage. Like I 
say, I haven't played a practice round when it has been going on the course. I think the guys 
were saying on Monday, would it have been Monday? Tuesday it was going forever, so wait 
and see. 
 
Q.  You talked about the sort of on-course part and the adrenaline you get from being 
in the hunt, but what's the next -- when you tee off tomorrow, what's that part of it 
like? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I've got my family with me, so yeah, I'll just chill out with them. 
I've got my two teenage sons and they won't care that I'm leading the tournament. Yeah, 
we'll just chill out, we'll go for dinner. I won't overdo anything. I'm not going to start -- you 
know, I'll take it easy rather than anything else over the next couple of days. You want to 
stay as fresh as you can I'm sure with the wind today and that will have taken a lot out of 
me. Yeah, just take it easy over the next couple days, spend time with my family. They keep 
me pretty grounded. 
 
Q.  They won't be even a little bit impressed today? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  No. It's been a long time since they've been at a tournament 
when I've been leading, so maybe hopefully they'll be a bit excited, but this is normal life for 
us around the tour, so we'll just get on with it for the next 48 hours. 
 
Q.  Did you get out to see a mountain or two yet? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  No. I came in late and just it's been really hard to do anything. 
The two pro-ams the last two days were long days, we're finished late now. It's just hard. 
 
Q.  You messed it up with a late tee time for tomorrow. 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, that's the problems you want. 
 
Q.  You talk about the love of the game. I think you were sharing a story at the Shaw 
dinner the other night about being a young boy and finding your passion in golf. Can 
you share that story a little bit? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I had a few different ones. 
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Q.  I think it was one where your father used to play or something? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  That was how I started the game. I'm sure it's all on my bio or 
website, but I started the game because my father was a policeman. He was a top-class 
Gaelic footballer in Ireland. That's the highest you can play in Ireland. When he retired, he 
took up golf.  
 
After a while, in the early '70s, he had moved to the city and even though he was a member 
of a golf club, it became evident that it was very difficult for young policemen to get into golf 
courses. It was quite an expensive, exclusive game. So they built their own golf course, and 
with great foresight they built two golf courses now in Dublin at this stage.  
 
But they built this golf course which was 15 minutes from my home and that's why I play 
golf, because of the access. That was my playground from the age of three years of age and 
I physically helped level a green when I was five, so it was all hands on deck, everybody 
worked. My brothers were older, they had to pick stones off the fairways.  
 
I played all sports as a kid, like I captained my high school team to a final when it was my 
last year at school, so I would have said that was my sport, Gaelic football, but because I 
played golf during the summer and got good at it, all of a sudden that became my passion. 
 


