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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 4, 2022 
 
ALEX SMALLEY  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Home course, member here, opening up at 5 under, how did it feel? Just like 
another round out here? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  It feels a little different. Obviously the course doesn't play like it does for 
the tournament as it does for regular member play. Greens are a little quicker. There's 
actually a lot of pins that I've never seen before today, some that I was pretty shocked at.  
 
Yeah, felt like I played pretty well. Would like to improve my driving a little bit tomorrow. 
Didn't feel great with the driver today, but was able to scrape it around and hit the driver well 
on the holes that I needed to, 14, 15. Got away with one on 5, the par 5, got pretty lucky. 
Yeah, kind of hung in there and put a good score together. 
 
Q.  You've got to feel awfully good, though, with the way you're playing in front of 
your friends and all that kind of stuff. 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Oh, absolutely. It's great to have the support of the whole family out here 
and a lot of the members as well. I had a lot of cheers today, which was really cool to have. 
Yeah, you know, there's a little extra something when you play your home course in a 
tournament. You know what you should shoot and you have high expectations, and I did 
today as well, but I got off to a good start, which probably helped me. I hit it in a bad place 
on 1 on the approach shot and hit a great chip and was able to get up and down to kind of 
settle into the round a little bit. 
 
Q.  Did you meet your expectations or exceed them? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  I would say I met them. Like I mentioned a few minutes ago, I wasn't 
super happy with the way I hit the driver today. Didn't play the par 3s great, on the back nine 
especially. I kind of messed the par 3s up on the back. Yeah, I made a lot of really good 
putts today, a lot of six- to 10-footers that I felt like I've kind of been so-so on for the whole 
season. It was nice to see those go down. 
 
Q.  Is there a danger of being too critical of yourself because you know the course so 
well? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  I think there certainly could be, but 5 under's great, don't get me wrong. 
I'd be ecstatic if I shot 5 under any other day, but it's kind of weird, sometimes you have 
good days where it just doesn't feel like super special or anything. I guess today was just 
one of those days where I just kind of felt like I did everything average. My putting was 
really, really good, but other than that, everything just kind of felt average. I didn't feel like I 
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hit very many balls close to the hole. Well, super close, like within five feet, but I had a lot of 
10- to 15-footers or so and I just happened to make a few of those. 
 


