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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 4, 2022 
 
FRED COUPLES 
 
 
Q.  Back in Calgary, just kind of the beautiful weather we're having. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, this is one of my favorite tournaments. A couple years ago I was at 
the airport without a passport, so I kind of screwed that up not to come. I'll be honest, most 
times I'm not that disappointed when I don't go play, but I love this tournament, I love the 
course and I think what the Shaw family has done here is outstanding, amazing. Maybe 
there aren't too many tournaments like this on either tour where the families are so involved. 
We have unbelievable sponsors everywhere we play, but a lot of times you don't meet them 
all and you don't meet them all every year. I mean, his sisters are here, the father who 
passed away always watched us play, was always enthusiastic, and I can see why, they all 
have it. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the course itself. I mean, you design golf courses. What is it about 
this course that is unique or any features that are challenging and make you want to 
play here? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Great question. For me personally, I grew up in Seattle, so most of the 
courses in Seattle look just like this, so that helps. The greens are bent, they're perfect, 
probably the best they've ever been. That's why I like it. It just reminds me of being at home. 
I don't know what year I won, I don't know if it was my first, second, third year, but I knew I 
would play well here, and it's always nice to win a tournament. It was a long time ago, but I 
do like Calgary and the golf. 
 
Q.  I imagine you haven't forgotten how that tournament finished other than just the 
win. It was pretty dramatic down the stretch. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  You know, it really was. I know I chipped in for 63. 
 
Q.  Sixty-one. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Sixty-one, I didn't even know. I honestly don't know. People ask me all 
the time and I'll say -- real quick, like the last day of Augusta I remember obviously a couple 
shots, but I don't remember all the shots and I didn't even know that's what I shot.  I knew it 
was very good. Then the chip I had on the last hole, it's always a shock to chip in. It wasn't 
easy, but if you just hit it anywhere near, it was going to get to the hole because it was 
downhill and it went in beautifully and it was a fun win. I put on my cowboy hat and road into 
the sunset back out of here. 
 
Q.  Do you think you can recreate some of that magic this year? 
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FRED COUPLES:  You know, I mean, I wouldn't be here if I -- I just don't play to play. I 
haven't played in a while, I'm pretty rusty, but again, when you step on the first tee and you 
like the shape of the shot, it doesn't mean I'm going to hit a really good drive every single 
time, but I think I can compete. If I can compete, then see what happens on Sunday. 
 
Realistically, I've played so little that I have to hit the tough shots Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, I have to hit a lot of them better than I've been doing even when I played a month or 
two ago. For me, there's four or five hard shots on every course every day and I'm probably 
hitting one or two of them well and the other two, making easy bogeys or maybe even a 
double and you can't catch up to these guys when you're making double. 
 
Q.  I think the last time you went through Calgary you were a Los Angeles Kings Fan. 
Has that changed with expansion? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, not because I'm sitting here. I don't know. I like Calgary, I like their 
uniforms. Some of my favorite teams, my caddie, and his son is caddying for me again, Joe 
LaCava, Jr., we love the Rangers.  
 
Yeah, you know, I'm a hockey nut. Now the club that I play at home, the owners, Mr. Foley 
and his crew own the Las Vegas team, so I like them also. But being from Seattle, I'm now a 
Kraken guy. 
 
Q.  Did Ben Hebert get you into curling yesterday? Did he convert you? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  You know what's funny about that, on the first hole we're playing and I 
asked the scorekeeper, I said, We're playing with a curler, huh? He has a hat on and he 
looked at the thing and he goes, Oh, my God, it's Ben.  
 
Yeah, well, I didn't know Ben, but after 17 more holes I figured out a lot about Ben. He's a 
great guy, a very good player, but it was fun. And we sat close to each other at the dinner 
last night, so I know Ben a lot better than a lot of other curlers, even United States curlers.  
 
Q.  He's a notorious trash talker on the circuit. Did he start to toss some chirps while 
you guys were out there? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  We never discussed that, but I will say that that's -- if they trash talk in 
curling, his name would come up if I didn't know there was trash talking. He talks a lot, he 
says he's one -- broomstick I call it, I said, You're good with a broomstick, huh? Yeah, I'm a 
great sweeper. But not a whole lot of trash talk on the course. He hit the ball very well. We 
had a great group yesterday, but it was a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Just to circle back, a few years ago did you get to the airport and your passport 
was still at home? 
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FRED COUPLES:  No, I was playing -- I'm not going to make it up, I don't know if we were 
playing Seattle the week before, I don't know, but I was in Seattle and I was practicing with a 
couple buddies. So finished in Seattle and we were coming here, I just stayed in Seattle a 
couple days and I went to the airport. I mean, I've had my passport in the same spot for 20 
years and I pulled out my little backpack and it wasn't there. Then I kind of embarrassed 
myself on the side, I threw everything out and then I start looking again. So that was 
Wednesday. So I waited too long and I couldn't get up here, and you have to be up here for 
Thursday pro-am and I just couldn't get here. It was a bummer. 
 
Q.  Besides being out on the golf course, anything you'll make a point of going back 
to or doing while you're in Calgary? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  I've never really done anything, except we've had pretty good weather. I 
know tomorrow will be windy and cool, but it's just such a nice golf course.  
 
So like today I'll play and I'll finish hopefully. Might be some weather. I'll finish at 6:00. 
Actually, I don't feel great so I'm not going out, I'm not sitting in chairs. There's great 
restaurants people tell you to go. I eat kind of by the Westin Hotel and call it a day.  
 
I'm not -- we could be in France for all I know and I wouldn't be sightseeing. It's just not 
something that I do. I actually think I focus on golf. Although some people think I'm very laid 
back, I am, but when I go to tournaments, you know, sometimes after a Friday round I'll sit in 
the room and I'll try and figure out just what the heck I did right or wrong and that takes a 
long time for my brain to figure out. The next thing you know, it's 10:00 and, as Steph Curry 
does, it's night-night.  
 
I wish I was playing more this year, but this is one that I wouldn't skip. I really, I like this 
tournament a lot. I'm from Seattle, I'd never skip that, but this is one that I'm 62, I told Paul 
yesterday, I know that there's new owners with Rogers, but Shaw is still heavily involved and 
I'm hoping three more years. And if I can compete, you know, I'll keep coming back, but I 
love the place. 
 
Q.  Did you ever imagine in your life that the world of golf would be in such disarray 
as it is now? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  It's not really in disarray in my life, but I have laughed quite a bit the last 
couple months, and even myself, kind of made a comment, I just find it hard to imagine. 
When I talked about something, I mentioned that I'm a peon from Seattle, which I really am. 
I've done a lot of great things in golf, maybe got people to watch the game, but I'm not 
changing the game. Now all these guys think they're changing the game and to me it's 
comical, it's really comical. To have music on every tee and have people drinking beers and 
think that's cool, yeah, it's cool, they do it at my club, but I'm a part of it. I play in 
member-guests all the time, people drinking all the time. I'm happy for them, but I never 
thought the cast and crew that would do that would be the guys doing it.  
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And now they're suing us, which is just another thing. If they win or lose, I don't really care. 
I'm 62, I play the Champions Tour, but it's a little heartbreaking. Go do what you're doing. 
Suing the Tour, 11 guys when there's probably 200 guys on the Tour, I just find it really, 
really weird.  
 
And I have a funny feeling I know where it's coming and it's coming from their leader, who no 
one's liked for 25 years. And that's not being mean, that's just -- that's the truth. He's not a 
friend of mine, but he never would be because we don't get along. But he's running a tour 
that he thinks is incredible. I've listened to everybody, Davis Love and Justin Thomas. We 
text every night. They're really suing us, you know, and J.T.'s finally got that picture. I won't 
put his name too much deeper, but now he gets it that they're suing him and it's offensive. 
 
But again, I love that Charl Schwartzl won, I love that Grace won, because they're very quiet 
guys over there. Brooks is the same. I'm glad they're gone, but stop trashing the PGA 
TOUR. If you don't want to be a part of it, you're suing it? Just go away and make your 
millions and play golf just like I'm going to do this week. 
 
Q.  Do you take it personally? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, it sounds like I am because I'm picking on a few spots, but there's 
nothing else to pick on because I have so much respect for Dustin Johnson. I have a ton of 
respect.  
 
What I don't have respect for is I've texted Pat Perez for 20 years on his golf game. I don't 
know Pat that well, but I've always tried to help him, and I in a comment said Pat shouldn't 
be one of the guys, he's like a grain of sand on that tour, and the text he wrote back me, you 
would think I had put him in jail.  
 
So it's offensive, that's offensive. Doesn't bother me. I still like Pat Perez a lot. I'm glad he's 
winning money out there because that's what he chose to do and that makes him happy.  
 
But for me personally, I appreciate the guys more that stand up for the PGA Tour because 
I've got 42 years invested. D.J. I love, I love to death. He's one of my all-time favorite 
players. Koepka, the Bubbas and the Sergios, and help me name a few others that are 
getting a little older, but don't sit there on TV because he hits a ball out of bounds, I can't 
wait to leave this. It's cheesy, it's like childish.  
 
But sounds like they might win this first lawsuit and then we'll go from there. You know, I'm 
glad I'm here in Calgary. I will say this, that there's no Saudi money on the Champions Tour. 
We won't take it, we won't accept it. 
 
Q.  Fred, you talked about the four hardest shots every course has. What are those, 
what are those defining shots here?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  That's a good point. So depends on any hole you pick, let's say I'm 
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cruising around and I don't hit a good drive on 10 and now I've got a shot through trees, 
right? Doesn't have to be the middle of the fairway. It's a fairly simple shot for me. I'm only 
worried about my game on the course. I hit it and it hits a branch because I don't hit a good 
shot. It drops down and I get it up by the green and I make double. That's one shot that 
maybe I make 5.  
 
But again, I'm not talking about a hero shot, I'm just talking about a ball going through a gap. 
You get to the 18th hole and you're 250 yards away and you're 3 under or 9 under or 1 over, 
the second shot into that green is still hard. Ten years ago I would whip it on the green or to 
the left where I have an easy chip. Now I'm getting a little cute and it will overcut and go over 
a creek or in the pond and make 6 and you go, What are you doing?  
 
So it's just -- I think we all have some -- I'm not talking about shots that don't fit our eye, I'm 
talking about somewhere we're in a position. Even when I felt I was a really good player, if I 
could hit three or four out of the four or five shots, my round would be really, really solid, 
whereas I don't play as much, I don't get those shots. When I was playing 20 tournaments a 
year, I was in the trees all the time, but it's the other shots, too.  
 
I'm looking at No. 9, that's a shot where you've got to step up and hit a 4-iron or 5-iron, but 
it's not like life or death. You put a pond over there to the left, now you've really got to hit a 
shot. Out here the best players get through those rounds and if you shoot 71 or 72 on the 
Champions Tour, you're pretty much done the first day unless you shoot -- what did I shoot, 
63? 
 
Q.  Sixty-one.  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Sixty-one, right. So unless you shoot 11 under one round or whatever it 
was, but it's a heck of a tour and they're all great players. I just have to worry about my 
game. I like when other guys win. I like when you see them shoot 64s and 65s, you go, wow, 
that's a heck of a round. But a lot of those days are gone for me, so I have to wear out the 
67s and 68s. I don't know if I'm capable of shooting 63 or 64 anymore. 
 
 


