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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
July 10, 2022 
 
JERRY KELLY  ( -11) 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Jerry Kelly, our 2022 Bridgestone SENIOR PLAYERS champion. Your 
second win here in three years, how does this one feel? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  It feels great. The first major is awesome, but the second one, even more 
validation. I think that puts me at nine or so. I'm really excited to go back to Sawgrass next 
March. That was a big piece of the desire in winning this tournament. That's one of those 
great things that we have with our majors that we can get to go play at the high point of golf. 
I'm really excited about that. 
 
It's always such a great tournament at a great golf course like this and to come out on top's 
pretty cool. 
 
Q.  Speaking of majors, you have one in a couple weeks. Any thoughts now after 
winning today of staying home with Carol instead of going over there? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  No. She would want me to go do my job. I'm only -- I missed one treatment 
for Wisconsin, this one going overseas and every three weeks for a year I'll be at all of them 
except for those. She knows how important the Senior Open Championship is to me, I love 
going over there. I'd love to have her with me, but she had to do it on those dates and we 
didn't want to mess with that.  
 
Yeah, thanks for throwing me under the bus there, Al. She would not want me to at all. She 
knows -- that's the way she is, too, but I won't miss another one. 
 
Q.  I think that big moment at 16, Steve said -- that was a big putt because that broke 
the tie. Can you just talk about that? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah. I mean, on 10 he showed me the line and I came up just short the 
same way he came up just short. So he showed me the line, came up just short. I'm like, just 
hit it a little harder. That really helped me get that one to the hole after seeing what 
happened on 10. 
 
Uncharacteristic of him with a three-putt on 15. I made a good up-and-down, but the shot of 
the tournament for me was out of the trees on 13. That was one of the best shots of my life 
and it checked perfectly into that hill. I didn't even know if I'd be able to fly it that far, I 
thought I might have to roll it up, but when it came out hot, that's when I knew it had to sit 
down and it just dug right in and got really close. So that was my first birdie, so that kind of 
opened the door.  
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I told Blackmar, I said I just needed an easy hole, but that was a big turning point for me.  
And then I really wanted to get the last three, but I'll take two of the last three. 
 
Q.  The shot into 18 out of the trees was pretty good yesterday, too. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, yeah, very similar. I mean, I like how close the one on 13 got 
compared to the one on 18. I didn't even get my putt within the one I got this one within.  
 
Q.  That was a two-shot swing at 13. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Kind of a big hole all the way around? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Very big. 
 
Q.  How far did you have there on 15? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I had 214. 
 
Q.  What did you hit? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I hit a little 3-iron utility. I had to hit a cut around the trees, keep it low and 
not pull it too far to the left because I had a large tree on my left. So I hit my alleyway perfect 
and did everything I wanted with the shot and it just turned out perfect. 
 
Q.  When's the last time you held a baby that little? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, that would be 22 years ago, almost 23 years ago, yes. Nieces and 
nephews, things like that, but no grandkids soon, I hope. (Laughs.) 
 
Q.  You talked about the shot on 13, the hole-in-one on 12. Does it take a back nine 
shot like that sometimes to win a major? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I think it always does. You kind of see -- you just watch TV, it doesn't 
matter if it's a major, it's any tournament and you just see, oh, there it was, there's the break 
or there's the shot or there's the putt. There's always something that separates, and then if 
they let the mental take over and be like, okay, whether that was luck or not, that was really 
good and I know I can do this. Then you keep going forward.  Yeah, you've just got to feed 
off of it. 
 
Q.  Do you know that in the moment when you hit it that that was the shot? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I mean, that was big, that two-shot swing. After I made the putt, then it was 
that big, so that shot and yeah, you kind of look at it and go, okay, I was hoping to make par 
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and I just knocked it four feet for birdie. Yeah, that's pretty special. Again, feed off of it. 
 
Q.  Considering how you played during the last three years, I assume you'll be coming 
to Akron until you can't hold a club anymore? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yes, I will. As I get older and even shorter, if they grow that rough up, I 
know I can still compete because I'm just going to hit it straight. 
 
Q.  You talked yesterday about how you thought Carol kind of motivated you last in 
June. Was that the case today, too? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah. I mean, just the fact that she's here this week. It may not be our 
normal restaurant-laden place or the hotel that is our favorite on tour, but the golf course is 
that special and she's like, you know what, I want to be there for you, I love that golf course, 
it's really cool just to be out there.  
 
I mean, this is a different world once you step inside these gates over here. It's an awesome 
spot. I love it that she can appreciate that and that she wanted to come here. She gave me 
the words stepping out of the car, she just said it doesn't matter what happens, I want to see 
the attitude up the entire time.  
 
The lid was on the hole for a long time and I was rolling my eyes but I was doing it with a 
smile on my face like I used to a little bit more and that was keeping me in a positive frame 
of mind knowing that it would come to me because of that. That was all her with that attitude. 
 
Q.  Was this her first event in a while? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Oh, no, she's been trooping it out, absolutely, yeah. She's been awesome. 
Crazy. 
 
Q.  Kind of hard to be down about a golf shot, right? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yes, yes. You know I get frustrated pretty much more than just about 
anybody. When you guys used to say nobody -- Tiger hates making bogeys more than 
anybody, I beg to differ. He just never made them. But yeah, perspective is a beautiful thing 
if you can get it. It's pretty cool.  
 


