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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
May 8, 2022 
 
STEVE FLESCH  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Steve, you had a few close calls last year you closed the door today. How does it 
feel? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  A little bit of redemption. I played great last year. Kind of screwed up 
South Dakota, got beat in a couple others, but I played great last year. Really wasn't playing 
that great this year, not off to a good start, but I just hung in there today because I did 
everything I could to try and make it as hard as possible the first two days for myself. Proud 
of the way I hung in there. Got a lot of encouraging support, friends and family at home, so 
today was a lot of redemption for a lot of people. 
 
Q.  You had that quick start today with five birdies in the first six holes. What was the 
key for you? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  I changed irons today after using something the first -- something else 
the first two days. I was just having trouble with my distance control. With my game, I always 
kind of hit it pretty good, but it's just whether the putter cooperates and today I hit it close 
enough where I couldn't miss a couple of them, but just some putts went in and you got that 
momentum rolling and all good things happen. 
 
Q.  Steve, you walk off on 9 shaking your head. I was there. You don't birdie 10, then it 
kicks in again. 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  You know, 9's probably the most uncomfortable hole on the golf course 
for myself, but probably maybe for everyone. I just, I was shaking my head because I played 
the hole too defensively the last two days. Instead of just stepping up there and hitting a 
shot, I kind of stepped up there trying not to hit a bad shot and it bit me both times.  
 
So I get frustrated all the time, doesn't take much, but those are the kind of mistakes I've 
been making all year and I keep falling back into that pattern of being a little too defensive 
and really, you know, I just made a mistake in where I hit my second shot on 10. But then I 
got on 11 tee and I really didn't have a great club, but I pulled a club out that I knew if I 
mis-hit, it was going in the water, but I fortunately hit it good. I just kind of said the heck with 
it, let's just basically go down swinging on the last nine. Tried to hit the required shot instead 
of a defensive shot and fortunately I had a couple kick-ins on 14 and 15 that made it a lot 
easier. 
 
Q.  Can you kind of walk us through the birdie on 17 that ended up being the 
difference? 
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STEVE FLESCH:  You know, 17, another great drive there. I just had a 100-I think-63 yards 
to the hole, which is just a perfect kind of little soft 8-iron. I went back to just hitting a fade. 
I've been trying to work on draws a lot lately, but I went back to just hitting a fade and that hit 
perfectly to that yardage and I made a good putt. I kind of just took a couple deep breaths. It 
was uphill into the grain, but I was just like try and hit your line and somehow it found the 
hole.  That was the difference. But I didn't want to play 18 too conservatively. My wedge 
game was great all week, so I figured just get it down there where you've got a wedge in. 
Fortunately, par was enough on the last. 
 
Q.  Switching irons, did you switch all the irons or a couple? How many did you 
switch? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Six of them, the 5 through the pitching wedge. I was just -- actually, I had 
a brand new set of irons, they're beautiful, but I put heavier shafts in them and honestly, I 
was hitting them so solidly that they were kind of going a little too far. When you kind of have 
been playing as long as we have, you have numbers in your head where your 8-iron goes a 
certain distance. Well, this 8-iron was going another five yards and that trickles down 
throughout your clubs. Yesterday I hit it over a couple greens and it kind of freaks you out. I 
just said, you know what, I'll put the other ones back in. They had lighter shafts and they're 
just easier on my body. Honestly, it's putting well. I usually generally hit it pretty good, so 
putting's the difference and today it worked out. 
 
Q.  The ones you put in today, you had them just with you in the car? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Yeah, my son will appreciate this, but I had Griffin FedEx some irons 
down to me last week in Houston and I used them down there. Then I changed. I went home 
from Houston, picked up the set of irons I used the first two days here, but I brought two sets 
with me this week. You never know. Being left-handed's kind of tough, I can't just go pick 
them up somewhere, especially with the supply issues now. PGA TOUR Superstore doesn't 
have a whole lot of left-handed stuff. 
 
Q.  You had used these once before, though, in competition? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  I've used these before, yes. 
 
Q.  Going into Regions, you've got to feel good? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Yeah. I've said this to you before, I just feel so lucky to be playing out 
here with all these Hall of Famers and great players. I pinch myself every week. I just got to 
play my game, I've got to be more patient, I think I have to be more aggressive. I play too 
defensively a lot, which is how I played my entire PGA Tour career. Out here it's a different 
ballgame, you've got to play more aggressively and I need to not worry about the results so 
much. That's what I did on the back nine today, and hey, maybe I'll remember that and it will 
work out in the future. 
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Q.  Hualalai? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Yeah, I never want to make that too big a deal, but going back there's 
always special, so I'm glad we're going back. 
 
Q.  I know you and David Toms chatted a while on Wednesday on the range. Did you 
have any like discussion about the course at all? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  No. We were talking about the PAC meeting I was going to miss on 
Thursday because I had to pick my daughter up at the airport and the PAC meeting was in 
the morning and I had to play the pro-am in the morning, so I was going to miss that. We 
were just talking.  
 
David's been a good friend for a long time. I really just, I appreciate how good a player he is. 
I wholeheartedly was expecting to have to go into a playoff just because David, that's just 
how he is, he's a clutch guy and he plays some clutch golf. I really thought I was going to get 
to be going back to 18 in a playoff with David. We played together yesterday and he just 
trounced me. I was surprised that he didn't birdie one of the last two, but I'm thankful as well. 
 
Q.  What is it that you like about this place? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  Plain and simple, there's so many tee shots that go right to left and the 
shape of my tee shot with my driver is just like a bullet fade that goes right to left since I'm 
left-handed. A lot of the holes where I can just set up and tee that ball down and 
hit -- especially with the fairways as firm as they are now, I can get that ball running and it 
goes a long way and I have shorter clubs in where right-handers have to maybe hook 
something and usually they go to a 3-wood oftentimes. It just fits my eye. A lot of right-to-left 
holes will always fit my eye. 
 
Q.  You said it hadn't been a great year, not bad, but you say hey, but I've got 
Sugarloaf coming up next week. 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  You know, whenever you've played well, you drive in and you feel 
different because you know okay, I'm comfortable here, I've had great results, I can draw on 
a lot of positivity and that's how I feel when I come here because whenever you've had 
success and won at a place, you're always going to feel good. That's how I feel when I show 
up at Sugarloaf. 
 
Q.  Are you going to fill out a membership form? 
 
STEVE FLESCH:  I'd like to. I wouldn't mind moving to Atlanta. Gets kind of cold in 
Kentucky. 
 


