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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
May 7, 2022 
 
DAVID TOMS  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  David, a couple bogeys in the middle of your round and then you went bogey free 
on the back nine. What was the key today?  
 
DAVID TOMS:  Just survival really. I knew it was going to be a tough day. It was cooler. We 
started with a sweater on and ended playing in a vest most of the day. But cooler weather, 
when you get this age your body kind of hurts on a day like today if you have anything going 
on at all. It was breezy. Didn't drive it well and when I did, it was hard to pull a club, it was 
hard to get the ball close. So you're always defensive, not real sure where the wind was 
coming from. But in general, if you would have told me I could have had an under-par round 
of some kind before I started the round today, I probably would have taken it. So I shot 1 
under par, wasn't a bad day, but I'll have to play a lot better tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Was it more defensive today? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Well, I just think -- I don't think -- the scoring in general wasn't that great. 
Some of the pins were a little tough out there. I mean, Ken Duke's rolling the ball great, he 
putted one off a green today down in the fairway, made triple when he was completely in 
control of what he was doing. That's just kind of the way the golf course is playing. With it 
being breezy, you have to pick your spots. I really wasn't striking the ball well enough to 
have a lot of opportunities, but I took advantage of it when I did. 
 
Q.  The wind was up when you guys started this afternoon. When you come and see 
that's going to be a factor, is it kind of like a bunker mentality, just kind of grind? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Well, I think it affects your game plan. You're out there and you see kind of 
what the scoring is like if you look at the board at all and you know nobody's really taking it 
low. You know guys that you're playing with are in the last group and you feel like you're 
playing pretty solid and nobody's really making a lot of birdies, so you start to play the golf 
course where you're just trying to make par on every hole, and if you have a birdie 
opportunity, you hope that you take advantage of it. 
 
Q.  Not your first rodeo with a two-shot lead going to the last round, you're familiar 
with it. Does that help? Is it just a different thing every time? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  I think it means that you played pretty well so far and you take confidence 
away from that. Looks like everybody's pretty bunched up behind the lead, so if a guy has a 
hot round, anybody can win the golf tournament. For me it will be important that I go out and 
play really well. For me I'll have to play better than I did today to win the golf tournament, for 
sure, scoring wise and just everything. I don't know what it will take. I don't know what the 
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wind will do tomorrow or what we're going to see. Hopefully it's a little bit warmer and we get 
back to normal temperatures, but if it's not, we'll grind it out again. If the wind dies down and 
we have to shoot lower, that's the way it has to be and that's what I'm going to have to do. 
 
Q.  How much will that mean you're going to be watching the scoreboard? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Well, I'm sure that will be part of it, but you'll kind of know when you're 
warming up. You'll know the first few holes what the wind's doing and what do the pins look 
like. I haven't really paid attention to it too much what they look like for tomorrow, but I'm 
sure there will be a couple of them that you have to really pay attention to. Just about -- for 
me it will be about my game and going out there and being in control of what I'm doing, hit 
the tee ball a little bit better, keep it in play, pick my spots and hopefully continue to putt well 
because that's kind of carrying me so far. 
 
Q.  You were talking about putting earlier in the week and you weren't really sure if 
you were going to change putters. Turned out to be --  
 
DAVID TOMS:  Well, it's certainly been a strength so far. My speed's been good and I think 
that's been the key. If I can keep that up, I feel good about reading the greens. You can kind 
of see what's in front of you with the grain and everything, so it's not that difficult if you're in a 
good spot. It's just a matter of the speed being good on the greens. So far it has been. It will 
have to continue to be to shoot a low round. 
 
Q.  Still like getting out there and -- 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Sure, I love it. I really didn't pay attention to the leaderboard at all until the 
18th. One of the guys in the stands next to me was kind of yelling stuff out of the crowd, how 
I was doing and everything. I looked up and I was right where I wanted to be going into 
Sunday. Kind of got a little nervous there putting on the last hole. But that's part of it, I think 
that's adrenaline more than it is that you're nervous of the position. I think it kind of gets you 
going a little bit and to know that you're playing well enough to have a chance. That's really 
all you can ask for out here. If I'm playing good enough golf to have a chance on Sunday, 
then I'm happy with how I'm preparing, I'm happy with my mindset and just the ability to go 
out there and continue to do it and have a chance is great with me. 
 
Q.  The 15th hole is such a change, Ken had troubles there (inaudible)? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  He hit two good shots. He hit the fairway, hit it about 20 feet past the hole. 
Even though he had a tough downhill putt, he had as good a chance to make it as he did to 
miss it and here he is, you know, hits it off the green and didn't really hit that bad of a putt. 
He caught a gust of wind once it got past the hole and it just trickled and trickled. It's 
unfortunate because he's playing really well. He was in complete control all day long, hitting 
fairways, hit greens, putted well. I was impressed with his game. I've played a lot of golf with 
Ken and he's always been a really good ball-striker, but seems like his stuff is real good on 
the greens right now so he'll be tough to beat. 
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Q.  People talk about sleeping on the lead. Are you well past that in your career? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  I mean, I'll certainly think about it. You kind of, you've got to put yourself in a 
position of how you're going to deal with things the last day no matter how they go when you 
have a chance to win. I'll think about that and try to have a little bit of a game plan on how to 
play the course.  
 
But as far as sleeping, I'm going to go home and watch LSU baseball on television. The 
problem with sleeping is whether or not they win or lose, that will control my sleep. Anyway, 
it's fun and gives me something to do, take my mind away from the golf and something I 
enjoy. 
 


