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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
May 6, 2022 
 
KEN DUKE  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Ken, off to a good start today. Can you just give overall thoughts on the round? 
 
KEN DUKE:  Yeah, perfect conditions. Ball in hand, the wind didn't pick up until later in the 
round, greens are absolutely perfect here at TPC Sugarloaf. You get ball in hand for a lot of 
these players out here, they'll shoot a good score. 
 
Q.  How did the golf course play differently when you went out after the break? 
 
KEN DUKE:  Just a little softer. Had a little rain, but not much. The wind picked up a little bit, 
but you couldn't fly it at some of the pins, you had to pick your spots and just try to hole a 
few putts and that's what we did today. 
 
Q.  Do you like being the first guy out? 
 
KEN DUKE:  Doesn't matter to me. It kind of kicked off the day. We presented a young First 
Tee kid, Marcus, with an invite to the PURE Insurance Championship out in Pebble Beach, 
kind of kicked it off for us, for Larry and I. Just puts everyone in a good mood and an honor 
for that kid. The first off's not too bad, you've got perfect greens, at least for nine holes, so 
it's a good thing. 
 
Q.  One bogey on your round, you're hitting the ball well, aren't you? 
 
KEN DUKE:  Yeah, I hit a lot of fairways, and obviously with ball in hand you've got to do 
that, but you've still got to hit it in the right spots on these greens and take your 20-footers 
when you can. We just kept it in front of us all day and tried to stay in a good rhythm 
because that's what happens when you get in this wind, you just kind of get a little bit 
quicker. So we had a good day. And good guys to play with, Jesper and Larry, just a fun day 
out there. 
 
Q.  What's been working for you? Did you see this coming today?  
 
KEN DUKE:  I kind of did. I had two good weeks. Saw Bob Toski, my teacher, a couple 
weeks ago and anybody that knows him, he slaps you around a little bit. So he gave me 
some good thoughts that I was just not doing before and we had two good weeks in Texas 
and just carried on here in Atlanta, which is great. 
 
Q.  Birdie on 1 kind of set the tone for your day do you feel like? 
 
KEN DUKE:  It was. I hit it in there about four feet and it's always good to make a birdie on 
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the first, obviously a short putt like that, but the greens were so fast at that time, just had to 
be patient with it and kind of kicks off the whole day. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the last couple weeks have been pretty good. Are there any kind of 
signals you see that things are starting to kind of round out for you?    
 
KEN DUKE:  Not really. The ball's just going where you're looking more than anything and 
you're holing a few putts. It's not as stressful as it has been at times with ball-striking. We all 
go through it out here, but just got to be ready when it comes around to just keep the 
confidence and keep going forward. 
 


