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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
May 5, 2022 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Retief, you come back to TPC Sugarloaf where you won back in 2002. 
How does it feel to be back here? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I believe it's been 20 years. Still remember that day clearly. Yeah, how 
time flies. The course still looks the same, in great shape. Looking forward to the week and 
hopefully come Sunday have a chance to win again here. It's a course I like and I'm looking 
forward to the week.   
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Currently No. 3 in the Schwab Cup standings with one win this 
season. How have you felt with your game heading into this week?  
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, the last couple of weeks the long game was a little rough. If you 
keep hitting it 45 feet away, you're not going to make a lot of putts, either. 
 
In the last couple rounds I started hitting a few better shots, I sort of found something in my 
swing to make me feel a little bit more comfortable through the ball, so I'm looking forward to 
taking that feeling this week to the course and see if I can just start getting the ball a little 
closer to the hole and gives you more chances to make putts. 
 
The course here is generally okay off the tee, it's not really tight, but the greens can be very 
tricky to get close. 
 
Q.  You mentioned vividly remembering the day you won 20 years ago. What are a 
couple of the memories that come to mind? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I remember the course being -- it's a different time of the year, much 
cooler, it played long. Around the greens it was -- everything was just prepared like Augusta, 
so it was great preparation. I remember that same year I still finished second the following 
week at Augusta to Tiger, so it was a great course to prepare for the Masters. 
 
It's a great feeling winning on the PGA TOUR. It was early in my career on the PGA Tour to 
win here. The nerves, I remember the nerves. Coming down 18, should I go for the green, 
should I not. Just layed up, knock it on, two-putt, let's go. It brings back good memories 
here.  
 
Yeah, your body was moving a little easier than it does now, but the ball goes so much 
further now, you're probably hitting it the same distance now that I did 20 years ago. The 
course plays the same. 
 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  You guys play very few of the same venues from the PGA Tour to the Senior Tour. 
This is an exception because you played here before. Is there any familiarity? Is it 
more comfortable coming back because of that? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Well, it's nice coming back to a course that you won on, yeah. It makes 
you feel more confident. You know a lot of the greens, some of the shots that it takes. 
Visually wise, it's probably some of the shots are a little easier to hit than a course that 
you've never played before. And yeah, memory, memory of winning around a golf course is 
a big plus. Other golf courses we might play that we played the PGA Tour on that you've 
never done well on, you struggle to get comfortable on the golf course. I like this golf course, 
I feel comfortable on it and looking forward to playing well this week. 
 
Q.  With Bernhard Langer, this year he became the oldest winner ever on this tour, on 
a PGA Tour-sanctioned tour. What do you think it is about him from interacting with 
him that is his secret sauce that allows him to stay competing at such a high level 
year in and year out? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Bernhard has always been very consistent his whole life. He does the 
same thing over and over, and he does it good over and over. Some players do the bad 
thing over and over and don't play that well. He's looked after himself very well and mentally 
wise he's very strong. You can't win that amount of tournaments and play good golf if you're 
not mentally strong. 
 
And he just seems to be, his whole career he's on a peak. Some people peak early, some 
peak late, some have it all. Look at Steve Alker, at 50 he's peaking in golf, which is a good 
time to peak. He's now the guy to beat. He reminds me a lot of Langer when he first came 
out here. He's there every week, hitting the ball amazing. I played with him in Hawaii and 
he's hitting the ball so well in the wind. Just a question of making the putts and you win the 
tournament. But Langer has been -- consistency is the name of the game. If you can do the 
same thing over and over, you've got a chance to still win every week. 
 
Q.  How do you describe Bernhard off the course? People joke about him being 
robotic, machine-like, but he is in fact human from what I understand. 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Of course. Everybody has his own character on the golf course. Some 
people like to just be totally focused, stay in the zone and play your game. Other players like 
to bounce around and make jokes and that calms them down. So you need to find whatever 
you're comfortable with on the golf course.  
 
Yeah, most of these guys -- Monty might throw a tantrum on the golf course every week, but 
I know what he's like off the golf course, he's the funniest and nicest guy to be around. It's 
not always really what you see on the golf course from a player what kind of guy he is.  
 
I've always been a focused kind of guy, but nobody knows what I'm like off the golf course, 
cameras are not there with me. So it's important -- well, it would be nice if the cameras can 
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travel a little bit with some of the players in the evenings to some of the restaurants and just 
see what some of these guys are really like or what their life is like off the golf course. 
 
Q.  You were talking about your demeanor, your calm nature on the course. I think 
you're known for that and also for the putting. Do those two kind of go together, the 
calmness and the ability to putt? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Definitely. Golf, the more you can stay at the same level and not have 
too many ups and downs in temperament and emotions, the better it is for your game. 
You've got four hours there that you've got to hit hopefully 65 shots and those 65 shots only 
takes a few minutes, and what do you do with the other three and a half hours? Walking on 
the course, you need to stay in focus, you need to calm yourself down. All that kind of stuff 
breathes into your game, how your emotions are between shots. If you're cursing everything 
and coming to the ball for the next shot, you're probably not going to hit a good shot 
because you're not mentally ready to hit it. It's important how you manage your emotions on 
the golf course to stay consistent. 
 
Q.  When it comes to putting, you have the same stroke that you had when you 
started? Have you made some changes? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I'm pretty much still the same. I tried a little bit with the long putter and 
the belly putter. Who didn't? But you always seem to go back to what you did when you 
played your best golf and made all the putts. Just got to find the confidence again and the 
belief that you can putt well again. Putting is very much a feel game, there's no strength or 
anything involved. Some players lose their feel and you're not quite sure how hard to hit it or 
you lose your -- your eyes go a little bit. As you get older, you don't see the lines as clearly 
as you used to see it. Putting is very much, can I say, a personal thing. You've just got to 
find something that works for you to hit the ball online. It doesn't matter how you stand or 
how you hold the putter as long as you can start it online and at the right speed. Speed is 
probably the most important thing. 
 
Q.  Do you use the same putter? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, no, I use the same putter. I don't often change putters. I 
putted -- I won a lot of my tournaments with a putter or two, two putters or so. Even now I'm 
still putting with a putter that I've used for a while. I think, yeah, changing putters constantly 
is not a good thing. You've got to get a putter that you like and then try and stick with it even 
during the times when you go a little off. It will come back, but once you start just swapping 
out putters every week, it's difficult to get a feel for it and putting is feel. 
 
Q.  You don't punish it by taking the putter and putting it aside like Calc does? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Well, I've had my times that I toss it a little bit and kick it a little bit. You 
get back in your hotel room in the evening, you bang your head against why did I not hit a 
good putt there. A putter, it needs to become your second wife. You need to look after that 
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thing because that's where the money is. It doesn't matter how good you hit the ball; if you 
can't make the putt, it's useless. 
 
Q.  Can I ask about Southern Hills? A lot's changed since you won there, but how 
would you describe that golf course and do you have any good stories that we may 
not know about behind the scenes? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  It's a totally different golf course now. When I played it, it was narrow, 
four- or five-inch rough. Now it's 50-yard wide fairways and 50 yards longer every hole. And 
you've got all these massive runoffs off some of the holes. The runoffs are ridiculous, the 
ball running 50, 60 yards away from the green.  
 
It's going to be interesting to see how it's going to play for the regular guys playing there 
later, but for me personally, I honestly preferred the old school, the old style. But the course 
is not -- everything has got to be rated for spectators and the stands. It's difficult to really 
play an old-style golf course, a major on nowadays. Everything's got to be really big. 
 
Q.  Do you recognize it at all from -- 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I recognize everything, yeah, no. You notice the change in the fairways 
and the layout. The greens are all pretty much still the same, but like the 10th hole, it was a 
really hard fairway to hit with a 4-iron off the tee and now you get on there and it's 50 yards 
wide and you can just bomb away. So it's going to be interesting to see, if it gets really nice 
and firm, how hard that course will play. When we played, it was firm. Some of these 
fairways are really hard to hit. I think if the weather, they get a bit of rain, I think we can see 
some lowish scoring. 
 


