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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
May 4, 2022 
 
BILLY ANDRADE 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Billy, you return to TPC Sugarloaf, finished T-5 here last year. Can 
you just open with your thoughts on being back here? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  It's awesome to be back playing here, playing at home. I've had a lot of 
success here. Haven't won, but I've come close I think three different times, so yeah, I love 
it. I just think this time of year, like this extra month has been so great for the tournament to 
have -- it's in such incredible shape. This might be the best shaped venue we play all year. 
Looking forward to having a great week. 
 
Q.  Two weeks ago in Dallas you finished fifth. How do you feel about your game 
coming into this week? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I feel pretty good. I've been playing well for a little while. It all comes 
down to making a few putts here and there and getting on a little bit of a roll. That's kind of 
where it is. It's like these guys are so good.  
 
I'm glad Steven Alker took a week off so he can give the rest of us a chance. The guy's been 
playing incredible golf. It just seems like the longer I've been out here now, this is my ninth 
year, to see the quality of golf is simply amazing. I know I have to play great to win here. I 
just saw the winners coming up to do this and they're all great players. So to win here at 
Sugarloaf, you have to play great golf. 
 
Q.  How was the course playing today? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I'll tell you, I don't know if we could have played today, especially this 
morning. It's drying up now, but incredible amount of rain I guess when this storm came 
through. We were pretty much casual water most of the day until the end. But the greens are 
perfect. Hopefully it will dry out. Maybe might have to play it up tomorrow, I'm not sure, but it 
was much different than it was on Monday playing in Stuart Cink's pro-am. The ball was 
running out. It played really long today, so I can see guys -- hopefully they'll move a few tees 
up for us so it won't be too long, but it's playing very long right now. 
 
Q.  What's the key for you for getting your first one here at the Mitsubishi Electric 
Classic? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Maybe get a little lucky at the end. Last year I played great, I just didn't 
put any pressure on Dicky Pride. He kind of coasted in. I just felt like I had so many 
opportunities for birdies and if I just made a couple just to make him feel it, I think maybe the 
outcome would have been different, but he played a great final round. He played a great 
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final back nine to win and that's what you've got to do. You've just got to close the deal and, 
like I said, I've come close here three times and maybe this year will be the charm. 
 
Q.  You mentioned Alker. What do you think it is about him just from seeing him play 
that's enabled him to just go on this tear after playing the Korn Ferry Tour the last -- 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Right. I saw a stat that he made $2.3 million in his career and he's 
made $1.8 million now just playing like not even a full season. And he's doing it on golf 
courses he's never seen before, that's the thing that's pretty amazing. I really didn't know 
him before he came out. I've gotten to know him a little bit. I haven't played with him. So 
obviously he's got no weaknesses and he's scoring it really well. Seems like he's putting 
fantastic and when you do that, you shoot good scores. 
 
Q.  Seems like you're the Atlanta ambassador for this event. Would it be special to 
win? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Oh, absolutely. I tried like hell back in the day when the BellSouth was 
here and over at Atlanta Country Club and came close a few times then. Yeah, every player 
that lives wherever they live, they want to win at home. It would be very special to pull one 
out here, for sure. 
 
Q.  This is your ninth year out here. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Hard to believe.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Isn't it hard to believe?  
 
Q.  One of us is getting old.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Really hard to believe. 
 
Q.  What sort of changes have you had to make to remain competitive out here? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I've been blessed that I haven't had any significant major injuries. I've 
taken care of myself and working out and stuff throughout my career on the PGA TOUR. I 
think that's a huge deal. I think that the guys that do well out here are guys that have kept 
themselves in good shape and they can handle the bumps of playing professional golf 
again.  A lot of guys have taken a few years off in between maybe 45 and 50 to get ready for 
the Champions Tour and I just think that I've been blessed with not having those injuries.  
 
I just love the game. I love playing, I love competing and I would say most of the guys out 
here have that same mindset. This is a pretty special place to be. To be over 50 and to have 
a second act of your career or third act of your career and to come out and have a platform 
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like this to play in, it's really, really cool. No other sport can do this at the quality that we do it 
at. You still have to hit shots, you still have to make putts, you still have to shoot low scores 
and it's just awesome out here. 
 
Q.  For you, is the difference between finishing fifth like you did a few weeks ago and 
25th, is it just making a few putts? Is that what it comes down to? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Pretty much. I finished 34th last week and I didn't putt as well as I did 
the week before. You have to score and you have to get the ball in the hole fast. Only being 
three days versus four is a big difference out here, so when Friday comes around, every 
player, we have to think it's Friday, not a Thursday and you have to go, you have to shoot a 
good score. If you don't, then you're really behind the eight ball because you only have 36 
holes left.  
 
Yeah, there's so many great players that play out here and the ones that have good putting 
weeks are the ones that are right there with a chance. I lost by two shots in Dallas and I 
could tell you there were 10 shots out there that I should have made that I didn't make. If you 
add them up, maybe I would have won by four or five. Everybody can say that. I'm not 
complaining, I'm just saying that we all have a lot of opportunities to shoot low and some 
days you do and some days you don't. 
 
Q.  Do you go back and do that? Like, oh, man, I should have done this? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Well, when you lose by two, you think about a few shots here or there, a 
few putts that you didn't make. I almost made a hole-in-one on 17, almost jarred it and went 
by about 10 feet and didn't make that. And on 18 I had an eagle putt from about 25 feet. So 
if I birdie 17 and I eagle 18, I'm the winner, right? But then again, everybody's doing the 
same stuff coming down the stretch. You just try to play the best you can and see what 
happens. 
 
Q.  When you talk about this being kind of your home event and home course, do you 
feel a little bit extra attention from local fans that are coming out to watch you and 
what does it mean with the support? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  That's a great question, but not really, not at our age. Back in the day of 
the BellSouth, you really wanted to do well in front of your family and friends and stuff, but 
now at this point, now this is gravy. We're just out here having fun. If it's this week or next 
week at Birmingham, it doesn't matter, you want to play well everywhere you play. Everyone 
that plays where they live and sleeping in their own bed, it would be really special to win, 
yeah. 
 
Q.  You've always been so civic minded, charity minded. Did that come at a young 
age? Where did that come from and why is that important? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  That's a great question, Stan. I have an older brother that's mentally 
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challenged and growing up, seeing the way that he was treated, I don't know. At a young 
age on the Tour I saw a few guys doing charity stuff or having tournaments here or there, 
bringing in celebrities or bringing in other pros to play. Arnold Palmer, I was on a scholarship 
at Wake Forest, he talked about the doors that golf could open. All that stuff stuck with me.  
 
My first couple years on the Tour I went to Faxon and said, hey, we could do something 
special in Rhode Island, so it started up there and down here it's been with the East Lake 
Foundation. We have a big charity event next month -- next month, jeez, three weeks. It's 
already May.  
 
Yeah, so it's just if you have the avenue, you have the means, you're meeting all these 
people, you're meeting all these people that play in the pro-ams that have a lot of money, 
you hit 'em up and you say, listen, we could have a day and we could raise a million dollars 
for charity or for whomever, I think it's important. 
 
What makes me feel really cool is that Fax and I were like really the first to start it back in the 
early '90s and now you have these young kids on the Tour, Jordan Spieth has a foundation. 
David Toms was after us. Then now all these young kids have foundations and are raising 
money for charities that are near and dear to their heart.  
 
It goes to the whole PGA Tour motto, the whole thing about giving back and charitable 
giving. To think of when we started this, the PGA Tour for that matter, in my time they went 
over a billion and now they're over two billion. No other sports group, NFL, Major League 
Baseball, nobody does what we do for charity. I think it trickles down to the players. 
 
Q.  What's it feel like to be a pastor's husband? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  It's awesome, it really is. My wife's done great work. She's up here at 
Pleasant Hill, not far from here and she loves it. She's seven years in now and she takes 
care of pastoral care and all the folks that need help and she loves it. My role as the 
husband of the pastor is pretty cool. Great question. 
 


