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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
April 21, 2022 
 
TONY ROMO 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, media, ladies and gentlemen. It's great to have you here 
again. We have a special guest I think you all recognize. We had a great big, long, flowery 
introduction set up for him, but I know he's on a tight time frame and everybody already 
knows him. Ladies and gentlemen, Tony Romo.   
 
TONY ROMO:  Thank you. Keep the applause down, please. 
 
MODERATOR:  There we go. Tony, looks like you'll be playing a home game this weekend 
in front of the Dallas fans. Tell us what you think to expect. 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah, I'm excited. I think just really a neat -- learning about this actual 
tournament, not really understanding when I first, you know, was invited. I feel very honored 
to be a part of this. But being able to play with the Champions Tour, the legends of the game 
and a lot of great talent and individuals out there and then to have the guys that we've 
played with from Lake Tahoe and then some other people that are good ams from ClubCorp, 
I'm just excited because the conditions of the course look great. It's been a redo. So I think 
it's going to be a great week and I think we'll have some fans out here having fun. 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you think about your chances? How's your game been lately?  
 
TONY ROMO:  It's been up and down. It's like golf all the time, but it's been a good -- you 
know, it's an offseason really in the winter, so you're kind of trying to change things that 
you're not as good at. And it took a while, but I think I've improved a little bit in the wind and 
that's a good sign because it's going to be, you know, pretty windy here this week. It's 
Dallas, it's that time of year. I've usually not played as well in the windy conditions early in 
the year, but I think I'm turning the corner there, so hopefully, we'll see. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let's turn this over to the media folks since we're on a tight time frame. 
 
Q.  How competitive does it get out there between you guys that you've been with at 
Tahoe over the years and how much do you guys really want to win? 
 
TONY ROMO:  Well, I think everyone wants to win and everyone is more competitive 
probably than they let on. There's a lot of talented, you know, players in this. You can see in 
Lake Tahoe once you're out there, you start to see very quickly that if you're not playing well, 
you're not going to beat, you know, more than a handful of guys even. There's about 10, 15, 
20 guys who can realistically win and I think that's getting more and more each year. 
 
Q.  You've seen events like this be successful in other places like at Tahoe. Obviously 
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the first time they're doing it here. What do you think about the opportunity to have 
that kind of success here in Irving and how the fans here will receive it? 
 
TONY ROMO:  I'm excited. I think it's just one of those where it's so new and it's just starting 
that it's only going to grow just like at Tahoe or anywhere else. But for the fans, like I've had 
people who were -- you know, once they knew about it, they're all coming, but they didn't 
really know. Like, what is this? So now it's getting out there and so I think just word of mouth 
so you'll see it grow each day. 
 
But I think this is just a great really type of environment just having the ability to morph two 
tournaments in one basically. I think it's great for the fans. It will be really enjoyable for a lot 
of people. 
 
Q.  How do you work the balance between you wanting to win and the celebrities, 
amateurs wanting to win and at the same time try not to get in the way or help if you 
can? Vice versa, them helping you with the pros that are here because that's their job 
and that's what they're trying to do, how do you work that balance? 
 
TONY ROMO:  Well, for me personally, I don't feel like it's that different, you just play golf 
and you try and shoot the best score possible. I mean, like anything, you put your head 
down and you go shoot the best score and each shot is its own shot. When it's your turn, it's 
your turn, and when it's not, it's not. It doesn't feel like it's one of those things where you're 
trying not to step on toes. If you play good golf, usually you're not in anybody's way. I think 
it's one of those -- there's a lot of good players that actually I don't think are going to have to 
really worry as much about that. 
 
Q.  I got two for you. You competed on the Korn Ferry Tour and other events. Do you 
plan on trying to do something like that this summer or are you going to wait until 
next year to do something like that? 
 
TONY ROMO:  I think we'll have an opportunity for possibly one or two, but the biggest thing 
is you've got to play well and it's just one of those where I've been scratching the surface, 
then backwards. It's golf, it's tough, but seen a significant improvement here recently and, 
you know, you always feel that way. You're improving and stuff, but truly you've just got to 
score. You've got to go out there and you've got to show it, you've got to do it. Until then, 
you're not going to get that many exemptions and things of that nature, but as soon as you 
start winning things and start shooting low scores, I think those things open up. 
 
Q.  One more about your day job. Seems to be a lot of high turnover with Aikman and 
Joe Buck. Just your thoughts on how those things have kind of changed a little bit in 
your industry. 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah, I know those two guys and I'm just really happy for them just having 
the ability to, you know, choose what they want. I just want them to be happy. They're so 
talented and gifted and I think it's just a good thing overall. People just have the ability to, 
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you know, create something that they really want to do. I think that you're seeing a lot of 
talented people out there have an opportunity. 
 
Q.  When you look -- you've played with a lot of Tour guys around here from Jordan 
and Scheffler and Zalatoris and all that. What is it about this area do you think that 
kind of breeds these high-end golfers now? Or I guess it's happened for a long time, 
but these guys really -- 
 
TONY ROMO:  Yeah, I think that's a great question. I mean, I think, number one, the 
individuals really are special individuals. So you have to understand you're talking about 
some really rare talented and gifted people.  
 
The other thing is think about the junior system here, too. Mark Harrison, NTPGA, and the 
way that they set up a lot of these things, it just makes it easier for you to improve. The 
junior programs around here, the tournaments I mean, there's a lot.  
 
And you have a lot of good coaching in this area, a lot of talented club pros coaching and 
then other coaches around, so you're getting good teaching from a young age.  
 
Then you get a lot of kids who, you know, it's just gotten cooler to play golf since Tiger 
Woods has come on. So kids then grow up and there's more kids and then all of a sudden 
you see it on TV and it looks fun. Now this area, there's a lot. I mean, it's not just golf, 
though. There's a lot of talent in football, basketball, all these sports around here. It's just an 
area that loves sports and I think you see that people enjoy improving and getting better 
around here at a younger age. 
 
Q.  Again, a day job question. With Emmitt and his record, 18,000 whatever yards he 
has, do you view that as maybe a record that will never be touched just the way the 
game has evolved? 
 
TONY ROMO:  I never say never about anything. I feel like, you know, any stat you could 
say, you know, but I think it would take a lot of things to go right and a -- not just for one 
person, but he would have to be on the correct type of team. I mean, Emmitt's so special. 
Think about the injury aspect and how he was able to avoid hits and just his ability to use his 
natural given instinctual feel to never take these just huge hits that created, you know, 
seasons. A lot of these guys, once you get hurt once, it's just such a huge fall-off 
comparative. And not everyone, but to go that long and to be that consistent and that 
successful, I mean, you need a team and you have to have all these God-given abilities and 
you have to work hard and you've got to catch breaks and by the end of it, you're looking at 
a guy that -- it's going to be hard. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? Thank you, Tony.  
 
TONY ROMO:  You got it. 
 


