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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
April 21, 2022 
 
MARK MULDER 
JOHN SMOLTZ 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Folks, here we are for the 1:30 meeting almost on time. I love it, way to go. 
 
Welcome again to the media room. We would like to welcome our top contenders at this 
event. We have three of the tournament favorites in the celebrity division with us today. 
Thank you for joining us all three, appreciate it in your busy schedule.  
 
Ladies first, one of the greatest players in golf history, men, women or indifferent, I'll tell you 
that; 72 LPGA titles, eight Player of the Year awards and a great reputation for being the 
great player she is and it's a pleasure working with you all the time, Annika. Thank you very 
much. Annika Sorenstam. 
 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  Thank you very much, great to be here. 
 
MODERATOR:  To her right, one of the top players on the celebrity golf circuit. He won 
three consecutive times at the American Century Championship at Lake Tahoe. He's also 
captured the celebrity crown at the Tournament of Champions in Orlando when it was a 
Champions Tour event, so you're used to this a little bit, Mark. Former Major League All-Star 
pitcher, Mr. Mark Mulder.  
 
On your far right, Hall of Fame pitcher with the Atlanta Braves, who is also a broadcasting 
all-star. He's the lead analyst of Major League Baseball on Fox, Mr. John Smoltz. Welcome 
all three, thank you very much. 
 
Annika, why don't you start us off with your thoughts on this blessed event, and your 
chances as well.  
 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  First of all, it's great to be here. Thank you very much for having 
me. Congratulations to ClubCorp and Mike Flaskey for putting this together. I think it's a 
fantastic concept.  
 
I've been lucky to play in a few of these and I really enjoy playing alongside these two guys 
device and some of the others. They're amazing golfers, I'm so impressed. Golf is not really 
their number one thing and so I can just imagine how good they are in their own respective 
sports if this is how good they are in golf.  
 
It's fun. I enjoy playing with the champions. I really don't get a chance to mingle with them. 
When we played in Orlando, that was LPGA, that was fun to go head to head with some of 
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the champions on the LPGA and this week it's the men. So I really look forward to it. It's a 
fun event.  
 
I have never been out here to Las Colinas. It's a beautiful place, really nice. I think the golf 
course is quite challenging. It's a little long for me, but the greens are really what make this 
golf course. I think the greens are rolling fantastic. They're super fast.  
 
And of course I think the wind will be the biggest factor here, so I've got to focus on that. 
We'll see how it goes. Just like any golf tournament, it's hard to predict. Just going to hit one 
shot at a time and go out there and have a good time. And got my husband, Mike, on the 
bag. Really look forward to spending some time with the other celebrities. This is great for 
golf and I enjoy being here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Annika, you're used to playing with the men in Texas. It was 19 years ago 
that you played in the men's Tour event and really established some new benchmarks. Any 
favorite memories from that experience? 
 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  Yeah, it's amazing, time flies. Like you said, 20 years ago. It was 
one of the highlights of my career to tee it up on the PGA Tour in 2003. Great experience. 
Just pushed myself to a new level and that's really what I was trying to do was become a 
better golfer.  
 
I look back at that week in a lot of different ways. I didn't make the cut, which of course I 
wish I would have, but it was just a great experience. I talk about that a lot with some of the 
young girls that I mentor, and that's part of the Annika Foundation. Just to talk about pushing 
the envelope, being uncomfortable, reaching your own goals, so I use that story quite a bit.  
 
Texas has been good to me. I've been here quite a few times with tournaments, skins game, 
so it's a great golfing town, golfing state, so nice to be back. 
 
MODERATOR:  We've talked before about you competing against these athletes and the 
celebrities, big strong guys. You're not as big obviously, but you get to play from the same 
tees and you will this weekend. How do you manage to stay in the hunt as you have? 
 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  Yeah, I've got to muscle up. It's not much I can do any longer. I 
have my distance, I've got to just try to focus on my own game. I mean, in a way I'm glad it's 
going to be windy because you have to have a little ball control as well as distance. I know 
these guys, especially sitting here, Mark and John, they hit it so far and they hit it straight, 
too. But they're going to have shorter clubs in, so hopefully I can just get the ball on the 
green first and put a little pressure. And sometimes you need some luck around the greens. 
As we all know, you've got to play from A to B. I wish I had their speed, I wish I had their 
power, but I never have, so I've just got to do the best with what I have and hopefully 
experience, maturity and some luck, we'll see where that takes me. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right. Mark, we understand you have a high-priced caddie on your bag 
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this week. Why don't you tell us a little bit about Xander? 
 
MARK MULDER:  My 14-year-old son will be on the bag. It's his spring break, so I'm not 
sure this was his plan for spring break, but here we are.  
 
People have been joking what percentage he gets. I told him he gets a meal and a roof and 
a bed. He's so excited, though. We were with Verplank yesterday and Alex today and he 
was hitting shots with him and stuff like that, using their clubs because mine are a little too 
heavy for him. He's in heaven right now. He's really looking forward to this weekend. You 
know, he's been on me about caddying in Tahoe the last couple years, but I don't know if 
he's ready for that one yet. We'll try this one and see how it goes. But he's very excited.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. You had mentioned the other day that you would really like him to 
learn some things from the Champions Tour players. What are you going to learn this week 
playing with these guys do you think?  
 
MARK MULDER:  Oh, it's incredible. Even today and the wind yesterday, watching the ball 
flight. As Annika just said, controlling the ball, I can't always do that. I have one or two ball 
flights and that's about it. You watch some of these guys, the way they can flight the golf ball 
in the wind where the wind doesn't really affect it that much.  
 
But I was joking with you, just having my son be able to watch their demeanor and the way 
they handle themselves and things like that. He's going to learn a whole lot more from them 
than I will in these next few days because my game is what my game is. He's the one that 
I'm excited to have here to get to see this, see this stage and see how they carry themselves 
from hole to hole. 
 
MODERATOR:  John, you've won a couple times down in Orlando, last year you were in a 
playoff at Tahoe. What are your chances? What do you feel? How's your game? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Well, I'm going to try to -- I set the par record at Tahoe and that's not a 
good place to set the par record, so I would like to set the par record here for the next three 
days based on the scoring system. It really is going to be the first time that I play golf in a 
tournament where I'm really not trying to make a birdie because of the conditions. I hope I 
run into a couple, but I just think making pars is going to be huge out in this format. 
 
So I haven't made a single putt in two days, so that's good news, I guess, because maybe I'll 
start making some in the next three days. 
 
MODERATOR:  You guys are always so courteous to each other, but who are you 
handicapping? Give me the top four.  
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  You know, I've always said that when the conditions are benign and 
there's no wind, I'm a bigger underdog because these guys smoke it. And when the 
conditions are the way they are -- I don't know if you've been in the rough yet, have you?  
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ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  No.  
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  See? 
 
MARK MULDER:  Exactly. I found it. 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  It's actually what Mark said, it's like when you play with Champions Tour, 
which I've gotten fortunate to play about seven or eight events, you don't have to have 
anybody tell you what your game is or isn't, you can watch what it isn't based on what you're 
seeing. And the distance control and the opportunity, they don't max -- like it's not, it doesn't 
look hard, everything looks easy. I know it's not easy, but that's the way they make it look.  
 
And certainly I got the privilege -- well, I was the only one forever to play with Annika and 
Tiger, both No. 1 in the world back in Isleworth, and I was in awe of just the way that they 
picked each other's brain of different things in golf. And it would be the same thing if Mark 
and I were talking about pitching. So that's the cool part.  
 
Corey gave me a really good tip on putting today. Unfortunately, after the tip I didn't make a 
single putt, but it's still a good tip that I have to work on. Those are the things that are 
priceless when you play in these events. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right. Let's turn this over to media. Do we have a few questions out 
there? Hang on a second, we're going to give you the microphone.   
 
Q.  I was wondering, who is Mark or, you know, or John, who are some players out 
here you would like to copy their action? Who's somebody out there that you wish 
you could do what they do? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Well, I would love to chip like Corey. I would love the combination of a lot 
of things. Putting, these guys are the best, but I've always been in awe of like Freddie. I 
know he's not here, but like Freddie's demeanor and his swing looks like he drops it on 
plane. So everyone that I played with has a unique swing, but they all do the same thing at 
impact. And, you know, it's just -- it's just amazing when you see in their office what they're 
doing, right? This is their office. We're jumping into their office and we get to see them work.   
 
There's a reason I learned that in the pro-ams and in the practice rounds they do -- they 
don't care. Like they're not ever holing out a putt. I'm shooting 4 under in a practice round 
thinking that's great and it's probably the worst thing I could do because then it's like 
throwing a no-hitter in the bullpen. 
 
MARK MULDER:  Right. 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  So it doesn't matter. So I'm picking up some things the last two pro-ams 
that have kind of helped me save some energy come the tournament tomorrow.  
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MARK MULDER:  I don't think there's anybody. I'm trying to -- I just enjoy watching them 
play. The tempo, I can become a windshield wiper on high at times, so I enjoy watching their 
tempo, watching them swing. I'm not trying to copy anything because that's -- I'm not going 
to be able to. I just -- I know my swing, I know what I can and can't do and that's what I'm 
going to go out and try to do.  
 
MODERATOR:  I know that as far as the contenders are concerned, we do have somebody 
that's not here, and we're on a tennis court, and it's Mardy Fish. He's another player that's 
got a real good chance at this.  
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  He does, and if he keeps riding the Fat Boy's, I can tell you that right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let's hear about that story real quick.  
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Man, I thought it was a three-car pileup right outside the putting green and 
here's Mardy jumping off the Fat Boy. Did it still work after that? 
 
MARK MULDER:  It did. He got back on it and rode away, but then it died on him about 
seven holes later. Battery went dead so he had to walk. 
 
MODERATOR:  The nice thing about this tournament, too, is where the money is going for 
charity and whatnot and that's to the Momentous Institute and also The First Tee of Greater 
Dallas and First Tee of Ft. Worth.  So we're all happy about that.  
 
Annika, I know that you've got a logo on your shirt of your foundation, too. We would like to 
know a little bit about that.  
 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  Yeah, so the Annika Foundation is now 14 years and it's all about 
giving back to the game, saying thank you. We try to inspire the next generation of young 
girls. We have seven global tournaments, we have over 600 girls that play every year and 
we've had about over 60 that played on the LPGA and 150 on the Epson Tour. It's become a 
place where a lot of college coaches come and recruit these young ladies getting 
scholarships from all over the world. It's very inspiring.  
 
I love sharing my stories, my expertise hopefully and some of the stories just to inspire them 
so they can fulfill their dreams. That's just one initiative, but we've given over $8 million back 
to junior girls, which I'm super proud of.  
 
It's a team effort, of course. A lot of my corporate partners have been involved, whether it's 
Rolex or 3M or Callaway. We partner with the R&A. It's been great to continue to do that.  
 
I think we've noticed a big difference in girls golf the last 15 years or so. It's actually doubled, 
the participation rate, from 17 to 34 percent. And as you know, this recent tournament, the 
ANWA, I guess the national women's amateur, we had 51 out of the 72 to tee off.  
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So I feel very proud to be able to give back to the game that's been so good to me. Yeah, it's 
a privilege to be able to be in that situation when you can make a difference, so exciting. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think you made the difference with a couple kids out here the other day at 
the clinic, which is very nice with the energy, chance for a clinic with about 50, 60 kids out 
here learning a little bit more about golf and there's a few tips we all could use from you. Any 
other questions we have from the media folks? 
 
Q.  Annika, I had a tour player tell me one thing he learned in pro-ams is to never, 
ever, ever stand in front of your amateur partner at any time because they absolutely 
have no idea where it's going. He said he almost had to withdraw from a tournament 
one time because one of his amateurs hit him during a pro-am. Have you ever been 
hit in a pro-am or had any close calls on that? 
 
ANNIKA SORENSTAM:  No, knock on wood, not yet. I think I learned that lesson early. It's 
a good tip to know, stand behind. I always ask the amateurs, "Where are you going," and 
they always say, "Go forward." I said, "I hope so."  
 
I like to be a little more specific with my target, but yeah, sometimes you get some 
interesting shots. That's just the way it goes. If you put me in a baseball game and you ask 
me to throw a pitch, I'm sure that ball can go anywhere, it's just the way it is.  
 
MODERATOR:  Great. Any other questions? Guys, thank you all three for coming in today. 
We really appreciate it, wish you the best of luck at the tournament and hope to have you in 
here a couple days, or at the flash area, how's that. 
 


