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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
April 20, 2022 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good morning in the media room. It's great to have you all here this 
morning. We would like to introduce, and I think most of you already know him, he's a Texas 
Rangers legend, Hall of Famer, Pudge Rodriguez.  
 
Welcome back to the Dallas area. First time in a while?  
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  No. Actually, I've been here for a little bit. Since baseball came back 
and started, I've been coming here to Arlington to the office and spring training in Arizona. 
I've been here for two weeks. Last week I was at opening day and I was the whole week at 
the ballpark working with the guys. I've been here for a little bit. 
 
Q.  Tell us a little bit about the Rangers so far. What do you think? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Well, we didn't have -- we don't have the start we wanted to see. We 
are 2-7 so far, but it's early. I know that we have a lot of talent. We put a good team on the 
field every day. I think we are just a matter of just take one game at a time. Pitching needs to 
get going a little bit often, we've been doing okay. They're on the road, they're going to start 
this road trip in Seattle and then Oakland, so hopefully they have a good road trip. 
 
Q.  You're going to be out here in front of some former fans over the weekend at the 
ClubCorp Classic. What kind of reception are you anticipating? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Well, always a good one. I always have tremendous respect with 
the fans here in the Dallas area, Dallas-Ft. Worth area. Looking forward to it. It's going to be 
a lot of people. I talked to Mark a couple of days ago and he said that Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday we're going to have a pretty good crowd on the field. Looking forward to it, it will be 
fun. 
 
Q.  Okay. I'm looking at your pro-am pairings and I see that you're playing with Y.E. 
Yang this afternoon and Woody Austin tomorrow. What are you hoping to learn for 
your game from these PGA Tour Champions?   
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Just watching them hit, just watch their routine, just watch what they 
do. Obviously I played in front of Y.E. Yang the other day here in one of the practice rounds. 
Hits the ball really long, really straight, so looking forward to spend time with him today. I 
heard that he's a little quiet, but I just going to leave him alone, but at least I'm going to try to 
pick some good things from him.  
 
And Woody tomorrow. I played with him before a long time ago when we played in Diamond 
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Resort back in Orlando four or five years ago. Looking forward to play with him again and 
just spend great time with him. 
 
Q.  Speaking of the celebrities, you played in a number of these events as you just 
mentioned. Do you have any favorites that you're thinking are going to be doing 
pretty good by Sunday? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Well, they all good. Mardy Fish is here, John Smoltz is here. Derek 
Lowe, which he win the last tournament, he's here.  
 
For me, to be honest with you, I'm just here to participate, I'm here just to have fun and just 
have a great time. It's going to be a great time just this next two days, the pro-am today and 
the pro-am tomorrow. And then Friday, Saturday, Sunday, of course being able to go on the 
field and watch this great players that played this game for a long time, be there next to them 
is going to be fun.  
 
But obviously I'm here to compete. They're a great field out there. The celebrities, our guys 
are getting better and better every time we play tournaments. I'm getting better myself. So I 
was a member of this course before for eight years, so I know the course really well. It's a 
little change, they changed the whole course totally different, but I'm looking forward just to 
have -- to do three good rounds. 
 
Q.  Great to have you here. Pudge, you're uniquely qualified to talk about the golf 
course before and now. Can you get a little more specific on is it tougher, is it longer, 
and are you going to have more fun playing it based on the improvements? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Well, for us it's going to be longer because obviously this course is 
very windy, and especially there is going to be a lot of tees that you're going to tee off on the 
top and basically that's where the wind pretty much is going to be as fast probably on 3, the 
par-5 No. 3. No. 1, basically No. 1 tee you can hit the ball in the middle and you can hit a 
perfect tee in the middle and you're always going to roll from left to right and might probably 
going to be on the rough on the right. The good thing is they took a lot of trees out from that 
area, so it's not going to be as much trees as before. So players are going to have a clear 
view obviously, a clear shot to the greens. Same on No. 5. And 18 is always going to be a 
fun hole. The 18 now, they used to have a big tree on the right side. That tree is not there 
anymore, but obviously I think the greens are going to be -- the fairways are going to be firm, 
so long hitter has to be careful that the ball might go in the water. But it's always a great 
second shot that goes -- to go to the green. I never do it going on the green on two, but the 
way the course is now there's going to be a lot of players that are going to try to get home in 
two. 
 
Q.  So you're -- you say you've improved your game. Can you tell us what was your 
handicap when you retired and what's your handicap now? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Well, when I -- well, I touched a golf club for the first time in 2013, so 
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I haven't been playing long because obviously my baseball career took me a lot of time. 
Obviously my decision, just no chance during the season I can go to the golf course and 
play in the mornings, I know that.  
 
But I was obviously, when I start I was like 15 to 18 to 20 and now I'm 3.8., so it's not bad. I 
just kind of like working, keep swinging the golf clubs, don't try to do too much, just basically 
finish the swing, stay on the ball and basically that's about it. I'm not -- obviously I play golf 
competitive, but I also play golf as more fun than being competitive because it's a great sport 
to play. 
 
Q.  So 3.8 now. Do you recall what it was at the time of the Hall of Fame induction? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Probably 8 or 9, 8 or 9 or 10, something like that. 
 
Q.  So the guys who may win on Sunday, guys like Smoltz and Mulder are pitchers.  
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  So the question is, if you had been a pitcher with four or five days off a week to 
play golf, would you be a +3.8? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Oh, 100 percent. I'd be winning all the time. Yeah, that's why -- I 
mean, they're great players, they play golf a lot. I'm sure they play golf -- they start golf 
many, many years ago. John Smoltz, Derek Lowe, Josh Beckett, all those guys are 
basically, they're starting pitchers so they have more time just to go out, just to go to the 
course on the road or at home and play a little more. 
 
In my game when I was a player, I had no chance. I always arrive to the ballpark at 12:30, 
go to the room, study, do the reports, do everything for the pitchers so when they arrive I 
have the information for them. That's why I didn't play until I retired. 
 
Q.  And did you take some pride in Scottie Scheffler winning the Masters being a 
Texas boy? 
 
PUDGE RODRIGUEZ:  Absolutely, absolutely. Very happy for him. Actually, I met him -- I 
haven't played with him, but he's a member of courses around here. He plays a lot here and 
Dallas National and a few times (indiscernible.) It's great to see young players like Scheffler 
that win. It's unbelievable, he has four wins in less than four months. That's amazing, 
especially when you have a Master champ, Master winner in those four wins. So very happy 
for him, wish him all the best.  
 
Last week Jordan, Jordan Spieth won last weekend. So there's a lot of good Texas players 
on the Tour doing a good job and he's one of them.  
 
MODERATOR:  Pudge, thank you very much. It's always a pleasure.  


