
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
April 20, 2022 
 
JOHN DALY 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll go ahead and get started. Thank you so much for joining us, John. 
Can you talk a little bit about being at Las Colinas and at the ClubCorp Classic?  
 
JOHN DALY:  It's exciting. I mean, it's unbelievable what Mike Flaskey's done to get this 
tournament going so fast. And the format, just being able to see all of our celebrity friends 
again and actually get to play golf with them. We don't get to see each other that much, so 
just like hanging out with Cole Swindell last night at his concert, to see Colt Ford and Ray 
Allen, all them this week, it's just going to be a lot of fun for them and us. 
 
Q.  And have you been out on the course? How does the course look?  
 
JOHN DALY:  I haven't. I just heard it's in real good shape. We'll see it today. 
 
Q.  Have you ever played here before or is this your first time playing here? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I played the Byron Nelson for many years. We all loved Byron. Played there 
for a lot of years. I've never actually played this course before, I played Cottonwood, that 
one, but I never even knew this one was here, to be honest with you. 
 
Q.  There's a Greg Norman tour and some guys that might be playing on that tour. 
What do you think about something like that? 
 
JOHN DALY:  It's like I've told everybody, I just wish the Saudi tour and the Tour could just 
get on the same page and maybe work together to make it work because it's a great 
concept.  
 
But I'm pretty much -- I kind of got a great future behind me, so it's not like it's going to be 
any good for me, they're not offering me to play it. But I just wish maybe they could combine 
them and make it all work out to where it benefits everybody.  
 
And the name of it is golf. I mean, you want to keep golf going and keep it strong, and the 
foundation of the European Tour and the foundation of the Asian Tour and the Australian 
Tour and all the tours and our tour, we've -- players have kind of built that through a lot of 
great sponsorships that we've had. You know, I just think if they could work it out together it 
would be really good instead of competing against each other. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like since a lot of people look at you as like the ambassador of the 
game, do you have a sense of maybe I should talk to some guys and say, hey, let's 
get in a room, like you said, and work this out? 
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JOHN DALY:  That's what I would hope that they might do, but, you know, it's not up to me, 
that's up to Monahan and the big wigs of the Saudi tour. But the concept is great. I mean, it 
would be great if they could just work out for both sides where it becomes, you know, a PGA 
tour under their umbrella or a Saudi umbrella, where it works for the Money List on our tour 
and just see what happens that way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Can you talk a little bit about playing with celebrities? What's it like? What's 
your experience? Do you have any stories to share? 
 
JOHN DALY:  You know, it's funny, like I dabble in music a little bit. Golfers want to be 
something like them, you know. Wish I had Ray Allen's three-pointer, I wish I could run, you 
know what I mean? We all pretty much love what they do and they're gifted at what they do 
and they all love golf. You know, they help us out with a little bit of stuff and we help them 
out with golf. It kind of just works out so great.  
 
We call them great friends because we don't want anything from them and they don't want 
anything from us, just our friendship. You know, those guys go through hell as well as a lot 
of other celebrities do, too. They're famous people and they get hounded a lot, so it's cool to 
just hang out with them and have a few beers with them, play some golf with them or, hell, 
even write a song with a couple of them. 
 
Q.  John, speaking of the celebrities, who would you handicap as far as like one, two, 
three with the celebrities for their chances to win this week? 
 
JOHN DALY:  You can't -- Ray Allen's really, really good. Tony Romo's playing, he's good. 
Colt Ford's really good. Those guys, there's some really good celebrities. I don't know, I 
remember Danny Quinn when that celebrity tour started, he won a bunch of them. He said it 
was so good, he was making more money on that than he was playing hockey back in the 
day. 
 
But no, all of them, you know, are pretty good. And some just want to play, they want to 
enjoy the experience and then play for, you know, some money. I'm sure there's some guys, 
there's probably 10 that have a good shot to really win it and the other ones are just trying to 
find their game because, you know, Anthony (indiscernible) says, J.D., I haven't played golf 
in forever. He said, I might need a lesson. They're coming because they just want to enjoy 
the atmosphere and play the tournament. 
 
Q.  How about Annika? Where does she fit in with the equation with the celebrities, do 
you think? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Oh, she'll probably win. Yeah, I mean, yeah, that would be hands down my 
pick right now is Annika's probably going to win. 
 
Q.  You mentioned sponsorships a little bit earlier. We understand that your son has a 
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sponsor now. 
 
JOHN DALY:  Yeah, we both signed with Hooters. He had an NIL deal and I signed with 
them again. I've kind of been with Hooters since '01. Some years I was under contract, a lot 
of years I wasn't. But Bruce said, We want to sign you and your son, And you'd be really 
truly part of the Hooters family like you are. But no, it's a great deal for me and for my son 
because he loves the Hooters food. So do I. 
 
Q.  Do you think those NIL deals will keep guys in the college game a little bit longer 
playing golf? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I hope so. I mean, everything's under a contract through the universities, but 
it's tough for these athletes that are so good, especially in basketball and football. 
Basketball, they come out after their freshman year. If they know they're getting something 
that's going to benefit them in the future if they get hurt or something, they've got something 
to fall back on. And if it keeps them a year or two, it just helps the programs out and it might 
help them as well a little more.  
 


