
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 2 INTERVIEW    
March 25, 2022 
 
ALEX SMALLEY  ( -10) 
  
 
Q.  Alex, that was a pretty impressive round starting with the double on No. 10 and 
then shooting 65, 7 under.  
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Yeah, that's right. 
 
Q.  Just give us a few inside views of that round. How do you adjust after you do that 
on the first hole? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Obviously it's not start that I wanted. Hit it in the left bunker. Lie was fine, 
it wasn't that bad. It was a little on the upslope and just went a little left. It was going towards 
a palm tree and it caught the palm tree and just happened to be a bunch of bushes at the 
bottom of the palm tree.  
 
Luckily, my mom found the ball. It was pretty thick. I thought I had to go back to the bunker 
because it was pretty bad, but she ended up finding it and I took an unplayable and knocked 
it up on the green two-putted for 6.  Obviously, not how I wanted to start, not super happy, 
but she saved me a good 190-yard walk.  
 
Yeah, I've played here a couple of times before and I feel pretty comfortable on the course 
and I knew I had a lot of chances after the first hole. As long as I could get past 11, hit a 
good shot in on 11 and made the putt for birdie, then got up and down on 12 for birdie so I 
got the double back pretty quick, so that calmed me down and decent amount.  
 
Then I just tried to make life easy on myself coming in, hit as many greens as I could and get 
the speed down on the putts and a few of them went in.    
 
Q.  You mentioned you played here a couple of times before and both those times 
were as a sponsor exemption.  
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Do you feel a little, not responsibility, but some incentive now to come back in on 
your own number and kind of pay back that by playing well? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Oh, absolutely, I would not have my tour card today without this 
tournament. I had MacKenzie Tour status in 2020 and 2021 when the pandemic happened 
and there wasn't any Korn Ferry Q School. This tournament was on the schedule twice in 
the 2020-2021 season and Mr. Overton was kind enough to give me an exemption in 
September when it was a full-field event and I played well and got some points. I came back 
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in March and got some more points and got a couple more starts and ended up making the 
Korn Ferry finals and got my card that way. So yeah, I would not be here without this 
tournament. So it's nice to be able to come back on my own and get in on my own and I 
guess I have good vibes here. 
 
Q.  So it literally has been a career changer for you? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Yes, absolutely. 
 
Q.  Going forward into the weekend after a round like that, you're obviously going to 
have a bit of a later tee time. Today the conditions were a little bit different from 
yesterday. 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Right. 
 
Q.  Tomorrow it looks like the wind's going to die down a little bit. Do you feel like you 
need to shoot another round like that to kind of keep the momentum? 
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Well, the course is certainly gettable. It's not super difficult off the tee, it's 
pretty wide open. The greens can get firmer, that's what I've noticed the past couple of 
years. As you get to the weekend, they start to get a little browner and a little browner, but if 
there's not a whole lot of wind forecasted, then I think scores will be pretty good.  
 
But you can't really think about that, you just have to go out and play and whatever happens, 
happens. I think over the past couple of days, yesterday morning it was blowing pretty good 
and it kind of tapered as the afternoon went on and I think the same happened today. We'll 
see, we'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  So tonight, after what you explained in that first answer, you go back to the hotel, 
you buy your mum a nice steak dinner and a cocktail and come on out for the 
weekend.  
 
ALEX SMALLEY:  Yeah, absolutely. It should be fun, I'm looking forward to it.  
 
  
 


