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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW    
March 24, 2022 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL  ( -4) 
  
 
Q.  Bogey-free 4 under, tell me about your opening round.  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, obviously pretty happy with it. Windy conditions for the 
second nine there. Actually thought we were going to catch a break, it felt like it was laying 
down there as we played kind of 15, 16 on the back nine, which is my first nine. I think this 
front nine is just a little bit more exposed and it blew really hard coming in there. All in all, 
really happy with that start. Felt comfortable on the golf course, my fifth time here, I'm 
starting to feel reasonably comfortable down here in the strong winds and yeah, enjoyed it. 
Felt good on the greens, everything felt pretty solid, so look forward to getting back at it in 
the morning. 
 
Q.  Speak a little bit more about how you feel so comfortable here; obviously past 
champion and top-10 last year.  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I think we see a very similar wind direction here. This is 
obviously sort of the prevailing wind, and having played this golf course so many times in 
this similar direction, I feel like I've seen most of the shots. Playing well in the wind's always 
been one of my strengths. Growing up in Ireland, I feel like I still retained, even though I live 
in Florida full time now and I like the sunshine, I still have retained the ability to play pretty 
well in the wind.  
 
I enjoy the Paspalum, I enjoy chipping here and I'm seeing the greens pretty well. So it was 
very difficult conditions today, you really had to control your ball, but very, very pleased with 
that effort to get us going and just got to do it three more days hopefully. 
 
Q.  Do you see it as an advantage that you're comfortable playing in the wind, kind of 
helps set you apart from the field?  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I think there is a certain uniqueness to this tournament. It is -- the 
back nine especially here plays very difficult, very tricky, especially coming in. I think having 
the chance to have experienced it a few times here, played well here under pressure in the 
wind and in contention, I think it certainly does bode well. I think you see a few similar-ish 
names on the leaderboard here every year, guys that have been here in the past and guys 
that kind of know how to navigate their way around this golf course, because it is wide open 
off the tee. But if you do get out of position, this golf course can kind of jump up and bite you. 
 


