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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW    
March 24, 2022 
 
BEN MARTIN  ( -6) 
  
 
Q.  Started the day off with a bogey, but finishing in the clubhouse with 66. Tell me 
about your round today. 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, I've been putting great kind of leading up to this week and I had a 
four-footer for par on the first and missed it, so it was not the best way to start the day. But 
yeah, I did such a great job I feel like of just sort of staying in the moment and not getting 
ahead of myself or thinking about how well I was playing.  
 
Yeah, my family's here this week and my daughter, Ann Pearce, came out and I birdied 
No. 11 and kind of kept things rolling from there. 
 
Q.  So you especially picked up momentum on the back nine. Any of those birdies 
stick out in particular? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, 11 was great. I think it was playing like 240 and I hit it in there inside 
of 10 feet and made one. Got on a roll there starting, I think birdied the next hole, the par 5, 
and then three or four in a row to finish. Nos. 16, 17, 18 are tough holes coming down the 
stretch into the wind. Yeah, it was just, it's the way you want to play golf, right? It felt easy 
and just kind of hitting it where I'm seeing it and getting some putts to go in.   
 
Q.  Talk about that closing stretch. Third time here, but especially with windy 
conditions, what problems is that stretch going to -- 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, I had a nice year here last year, I think I finished inside the Top-10, so 
it's always good to come back to a place where you've had some success. 
 
I think on the back nine you want to take advantage of the par 5s and 15 because finishing 
on 16, 17, 18's usually going to be into the wind and you really need to be in control of your 
golf ball. So if you can make a few birdies coming in and just kind of hold on and make a few 
pars, you feel like it's a win.  
 
Q.  You mentioned in the beginning your putter was clicking. Has that been 
something you're been working on or any changes? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  I did change back to a putter, a Rife putter, which there's not many of those 
around anymore, but I used it in the fall some and had some success with it. Probably was 
putting bad at home a day or two and I went back to another putter, but I haven't putted 
great to start this season off, this calendar year, so I was like, let's go back to the Rife and 
give it a shot. So I want to try to commit to something. I like to tinker around with my putter, 
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so I want to try to commit to one and get some confidence with it and keep going with it.  
 
Q.  We have the family watching right here. Was it encouragement? They joined you 
on the back nine or --  
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, my mom was out on the front for a few holes and my wife and 
daughter came out for a few holes and they were all here at the end. This is a great spot to 
bring the family. It's the first time they've come, but the Weston here on site, if they're going 
to pick a week to come, a lot of fun and sun here. 
 
Q.  What have you guys been up to, I guess, prior to this week or doing later today? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  We hung out at the swimming pool and the beach and we went to the nature 
preserve. They have a few lagoons around and we did that, and we may go back there this 
afternoon. It's nice to -- it kind of turns the week into an enjoyable experience where it's not 
just golf so you kind of take your mind off of golf and hang out with the family and take it 
easy. 
 


