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PRE-TOURNAMENT PRESS CONFERENCE    
March 23, 2022 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD 
  
 
Q.  Hudson Swafford, thanks for joining us. A past champion here, you won in 2020. 
Just talk about being a past champion and what it was like the following year coming 
back through the airport and getting on site and the reception you've had from the 
locals? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Oh, it's been great. Coming back here to Puntacana, you show up 
at the airport and there's probably the biggest picture I've ever seen of myself on the wall. 
And greetings from the locals. I feel like I'm kind of a part of them down here. The Rainieri 
family, they've just been very welcoming here and it's been amazing kind of coming back 
here since I won. 
 
Q.  When you won, you shot four rounds in the 60s. You're the only player to have 
done that in all four events they've had here. What do you think it is, the most part of 
the game that you need to be a champion here at Corales?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  You need good ball control. It gets windy here, a lot of long par 3s, 
par 5s aren't really gimmees, so you need good ball control in the wind. The greens, they 
are big but they play small because there's a lot of sections and some runoffs. I think really 
good kind of ball control and ball placement is key this week.  
 
Obviously the greens are a little slower with the Paspalum than maybe, say, like the TPC, 
which was my last event, but it has to be when it's blowing 15, 20 miles an hour. So you can 
be a little bit more aggressive once you're on the greens. But yeah, you're just trying to hit 
the small sections, and if you miss a green, you want to be chipping into the wind, you don't 
want to be short-side downwind, you're not going to have a chance.  
 
Q.  How do you assess the state of your game right now coming back here to try to 
win again?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It's good. I struggled through the Florida swing. I cracked my driver 
on Tuesday of Honda and that's not what you want to do going through the Florida stretch. 
You've got to drive it well. I didn't play well three weeks in a row, but took last week off and 
assessed the driver situation. Did a lot of good work with Greg Allen at Sea Island and found 
a Titleist driver that is really good and I'm really excited to kind of test it competing this week. 
Just kind of getting ready for Augusta. 
 
Q.  I was going to mention that. You won earlier this year, American Express gets you 
into Augusta. It was pretty unique when you won in 2020 with the COVID situation that 
this tournament, by winning that, made you eligible -- 
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HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- your second start, so this will be your third at Augusta National. What have you 
learned in the two trips that you've made there in that tournament to put into practice 
to maybe contend in April? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Good ball placement. It's kind of like here, you've got to hit your 
irons well around there. A lot of uneven lies. And it's about where you miss it there at 
Augusta. I've played there numerous times. Haven't played my best golf in the Masters, but I 
feel like I have a feel for that place. Just to kind of get over the hump and just get going, I 
feel like I'll be fine there. So I'm looking forward to it, getting back and being competitive this 
year, for sure. 
 
Game feels good. Like I said, the driver thing's kind of held me back the last three weeks 
and that's been really unfortunate because you've got to drive it well in Florida. I don't care 
who you are, you've got to play from the fairway. That's kind of what sets up the rest of my 
game, honestly. It's one of my strengths. To have that happen, it's unfortunate to kind of 
struggle there, but it's just all part of the game. So I'm looking forward to this next stretch of 
golf. Then get to take off after Hilton Head and have a second child, so I'll have a little break. 
 
Q.  When you reminisce about your victory here, what's the most outstanding 
recollection of what happened that week, whether it was on the course, off the 
course? Was it the moment you won, the celebration, or was it something else that 
happened that week that you always kind of recall?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It was probably one of the best up-and-downs of my life on 12. I hit 
it left of that front pin on 12, the par 5, and I was 35 feet below the pin. I had a really good lie 
and I was just going to try to flop it to the other side and it came out a little slow, hit up on the 
fringe, kind of came back down. So now I'm sitting -- I can't remember my lead. I knew I had 
a pretty good lead at the turn.  
 
Then my next shot I literally was literally trying to get it, just bank it into the hill and get it to 
the fringe on the other side and just make bogey. I hit such a good chip shot and hit it to like 
three feet and got up and down.  
 
That was just, I knew I was going to win after that. I didn't know how obviously. And I made it 
a little bit more interesting people said with -- actually, I hit a great shot on 13, I the next one, 
I hit a wedge and it was about 12 feet from the hole and ran down and ended up in a bad 
spot. When I got that ball up and down, I knew I was going to win, I just didn't know how. I 
didn't know what was going to be the end result, I didn't know if I was going to make a putt, I 
didn't know in I was going to win by four, but I felt pretty good about my game. I just knew 
that I was going to win.  
 
Q.  Was it almost like a sense of calm and confidence? 
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HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah, it was, it was. And I really hit a lot of good shots coming in, 
honestly. Even though I made double on the next hole when I won there, I still was super 
confident on what I was doing. I hit a lot of good shots. I lipped out birdie on 16, obviously a 
great 6-iron on 7 that set up for one shot. Then I hit a great drive on 18, good pitching wedge 
that came up a little short of where I thought it would, but I had been putting beautifully all 
week. So made that eight-footer and it was just -- it was a relief, too, because I was on a 
medical at that point. I had foot surgery. I was only like 20 points away from locking up my 
card with maybe two starts left and I elected to restart and take my seven. Hadn't played 
great, so I needed a good, solid week coming here. Then just to play with that and knew my 
game was good, but was putting a lot of pressure on myself because of the medical and to 
come out and do it was super rewarding. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like given all those circumstances that you just mentioned that this 
might be one of the best victories you've ever had in your career so far? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Absolutely, yeah. Absolutely, knowing what was on the line. I 
always feel like I play better when my back's against the wall as opposed to when I get kind 
of comfortable and I get, "Ah, there's kind of next week," you know what I mean? I get a little 
lazy and not locked in sometimes just mentally.  
 
But it definitely was. It revamped, and then a win 13 months later or whatnot again, just 
watching the improvement, it's nice, for sure. 
 
Q.  So when you were the champion here, you get the traditional hat and the 
chacabana, the shirt.  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us a story about that? Where is it? Have you brought it out since 
then?   
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I've definitely worn the hat since then around the house, maybe on 
Halloween. I think I wore the shirt one other time, maybe at a celebration party at home.  
 
Yeah, no, it sits in my closet. It's definitely -- no offense, I'm not going to say it's the prettiest 
shirt, but it definitely is a meaningful shirt to me because, man, just kind of re-jump started 
everything for me. 
 
Q.  You were in your 30s when you won here and every other champion's been in their 
30s. Do you think there's a reason for that? And secondly to this question, what sort 
of chance do you give the guys in their 20s this week playing here?   
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Oh, I give them plenty of chances. Young guys are ready 
to -- they're unbelievable, the talent of young guys now.  
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I always talk about when I first started on tour, I think the average age was maybe 32, 33 
and I was 25. Now that I'm 34, I think the average age is like 26 on tour.  
 
The game's changed. I keep seeing headlines about rolling the ball back, but it's really just 
athletes playing the game. The game has changed I think because of Tiger Woods' fitness 
when he was young. Everybody saw that and saw what he could do. He's implemented a 
pretty strict regimen. I mean, there's athletes playing the game now, so I think anybody in 
their 20s has a chance. 
 
Q.  Do you think the fact that everybody's been in their 30s winning is a coincidence 
or do you think there's a factor of experience that helps a little bit? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I think when it gets this windy and, you know, winning scores on 
tour, like I want to say Joel Dahmen won with 12 under last year, somewhere right in there. 
So you can get a little impatient in your 20s; you hit a lot of good shots, you don't make 
putts, it gets a little grainy around here with the Paspalum. You can hit a lot of good shots. 
And when you get those holes into the wind or crosswind, it's tough, it's tough to judge, so 
you've got to be patient here. Yeah, you can reel off a bunch of birdies, but you can make a 
lot of quick bogeys here, too. Just staying within yourself, being patient over 72 holes, 
seeing where it is. The biggest thing is try not to get ahead of yourself in this wind. It can 
play tricky. 
 
Q.  In all your trips here, what do you think the best thing you've ever eaten is? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Oh, man, I've had a lot of good meals here, a lot of good seafood 
meals. I went to Tortuga Bay last night and ate at Bamboo and had an unbelievable seafood 
risotto. I've had a lot of good meals there, I've had a lot of good meals at the Weston. That 
was right up there with it, yeah. 
 
Q.  This year for the first time they're going to use two different tee boxes on No. 17. I 
don't know if you've experienced either of those yet.  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah, I didn't play the left tee box this year, but I have I want to say 
maybe my first year here. I kind of like that right tee box over there on the water. But I get 
what they're trying to do, you get a few more pin placements from that other tee. 
 
Q.  Do you think it's more difficult from the left? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It's going to play straight into the wind. It will play longer, but I think 
it will play, I'm not going to say easier, I just don't think your shot -- your misses won't be as 
bad as, you know, a cross wind, per se. I think it will be easier to maybe hit the green. 
 
Q.  You're one of the Kings of Corales, it's kind of a cool moniker.  
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HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What do you think of that whole concept for this tournament, naming their past 
champions the Kings of Corales?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It's great. When you get on property, you just kind of get a different 
welcoming than other places that you're a past champion. The community kind of gets into it. 
The owners really take to you. Just actually played with them in the pro-am so we had a lot 
of good laughs and good times. Yeah, it's a different feel when you're a champion, especially 
in a different country. People just love you and kind of flock to you and you get a following. 
It's fun. 
 


