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PRE-TOURNAMENT PRESS CONFERENCE    
March 23, 2022 
 
BRICE GARNETT 
  
 
Q.  We've got Brice Garnett in here as a past champion of the Corales Puntacana 
Championship.  
 
Brice, you won the first one here as far as the non-Korn Ferry Tour event, but the first 
PGA TOUR event here. Just as a past champion, what's it like when you return to a 
tournament? Like the year that you came back, coming through the airport, seeing 
your face, what's that been like, that experience for you?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  It's been a lot of fun. I know that first year right after I won, got so many 
fun texts and calls about people vacationing here and seeing my billboards on the roads and 
the airport. It's just a lot of fun. We don't necessarily always get that in the United States. 
Everybody here in the Dominican's so excited about this event and their past champions and 
they take great care of us. 
 
Q.  You played nicely a few weeks ago on another island, in Puerto Rico, Top-10 finish 
there, and you got some air time for the deuce at THE PLAYERS just a few weeks ago 
as well. How do you rate your season so far? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  It has been slow. The west coast traditionally for me is a struggle. 
Usually play pretty well in the fall and struggled a little bit in the fall. But like I told my caddie 
and my coaches and everybody back home, if I would have had this stretch in the middle of 
the summer and played well early in the year, it wouldn't have been any big deal. We know 
it's going to be a long year and we're just trying to stay steady and keep working the process 
and just know that everything is trending and we're coming to some golf courses that suit my 
game pretty well. 
 
Q.  You're the only wire-to-wire winner at this championship, a pretty special deal. 
What specific part of the game do you think is important to win at this golf course? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Well, back in 2017 when I played the Korn Ferry event, I didn't like the 
golf course. I thought it was a bomber's paradise, it didn't suit my game well.  
 
Came back with a different attitude, mentality in 2018, kind of dissect the golf course and 
really believe it's a second-shot golf course. Most guys will be in play off the tee, but you 
really have to control your irons as far as distance, trajectory with the different winds, 
crosswinds. So I think it's a second-shot golf course. I think if you hit a lot of greens, I usually 
putt pretty well on Paspalum and I think it suits my game pretty well. 
 
Q.  When you won here in 2018, looking back at it now, what's the best memory that 
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you had? What's the most outstanding thing that you recall when you think of that 
victory?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  You know, there was a little kid that I had met on Saturday at the mall, 
Alejandro. He noticed me from the golf course. So we talked to him and his mom. And then 
on -- when I was walking to the 17 tee box on Sunday, I saw him, gave him a little tap on the 
hat.   
 
You know, it just felt cool to be in that position and just to kind of maybe hopefully inspire 
some young Dominican kids to keep playing the game. Just kind of looking back on that, it's 
just a great memory for me. 
 
Q.  When you won, you got the traditional hat and the chacabana, the shirt. Where is 
that at home? Have you worn it since? Give us a little -- 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  I have not. I'm not sure exactly where the hat is. I think I might have 
borrowed that from Frank Rainieri. I do know where the shirt is, we still have it in my closet. 
We have a new house now, so we kind of have a trophy room, my trophy, and we actually 
took one of the tee boxes back home with us so we kind of have a little setup there. 
 
Q.  A little off subject, what's the best thing you've eaten when you've come to the 
Dominican Republic in the trips you've made here?   
 
BRICE GARNETT:  The first time we were here we ate at Playa Blanca there by the resort 
and I had a whole fried fish that I still talk about to this day. It's one of the best meals we've 
had in the Dominican. 
 
Q.  The unique thing about this event is when you won, you were in your 30s. Every 
winner since then has been in their 30s, which is pretty unusual given the times that 
we're in, a lot of good players. Why do you think that is and what kind of chance do 
you give someone in their 20s maybe winning this week? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, that's interesting. Maybe just partly being out of the country, a 
little more experienced travel wise, kind of understanding it's a long week with the wind and 
weather. The more time you can kind of take off and enjoy the resort and the pool, you 
know, that might be something guys in their 30s enjoy more. But I think for the guys in their 
20s, there's no rhyme or reason why guys in their 30s win. I think anybody definitely in this 
field can win in golf tournament. 
 
Q.  One last one from me, when you become a victor here, you become a King of 
Corales. What do you think of that nickname?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, it's really cool. I remember last year doing a little segment with all 
the past champions. They love the champions here. I've been greeted at the airport, at the 
resort, everywhere I go. It's just nice to come back, see familiar faces and support the 
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tournament as well. 
 
Q.  Brice, this year the 17th hole, they've got two different tee boxes this year, I think 
you played the back nine today during the pro-am. Thoughts on that and which tee 
box do you like, which tee box do you hope they don't use, and yeah, just your 
thoughts on that?   
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Well, when I won we played the tee box furthest to the left, so I 
definitely prefer that tee box. The farther right tee box closer to the water is a tough shot. It's 
going to be blowing 15 to 25 off the right, so you're going to have to start it kind of over the 
water, over the reef and let it come back in. So it's going to be interesting. We talked about 
that today kind of trying to game prep for it. I think the left tee box when it's directly in your 
face is a touch easier, but we'll see. 
 
Q.  You don't hear that too often, that you have to start a tee shot over a reef.  
 


