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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
March 6, 2022 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  (In progress) at the end -- at the beginning, can you talk about your bunker shot on 
No. 1? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I mean, No. 1, it was a tricky bunker shot coming out of that 
bunker and you had to fly it over that ridge. So my main goal was to obviously land it up 
there as far as I can and I was thinking if I hit a good shot, it will probably finish five feet past 
the hole. It just came out a little hotter than I expected and hit the flag and went straight in. It 
was very, very lucky. Whenever you hit a flag it could go anywhere, it could have come back 
off the green. That hole has treated me well this week, especially the first five holes this 
week. Even yesterday was 5 under through six holes. When you get off to a start like that, 
you know today's your day, but anybody could come to life and go low. I just kept grinding 
away. A couple of -- a bad bogey on 11. I hit a good second shot in, I just got a massive 
bounce on the green and a bad -- a three-putt there from the back of the green. I was 
keeping my eye on K.J. in front of me, I was watching him making birdies, so I knew I had to 
keep making birdies myself. I've not done very well on the par 5s on this back nine in the 
past, I think I'm over par for the 15th, and the 18th I don't think I've ever made a birdie on it. 
You know, it was nice to make those birdies, especially on 15 to continue keeping that lead. 
 
Q.  Did you have an awkward stance in that bunker? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Which hole? 
 
Q.  Your bunker shot on No. 1. 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I was up against the left lip. It was awkward, the ball was well 
below my feet although I was standing in an uphill lie. It wasn't an easy one to get 
comfortable on. As I say, yeah, it just came out a little hot. You know, I thought well, okay, 
it's going to land next to the hole and go whatever, six, seven feet past, but it caught the flag. 
 
Q.  I think it was a 20-yard bunker shot? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, the flag was 20 yards on, so I would say yeah, 20-yard bunker 
shot. 
 
Q.  Those first four seemed to treat you well all week, 8 under over the last two days. 
Even on No. 4 it seemed -- did you think your tee shot came out a little hot there, too? 
It hits the tree branch and instead of going to the back bunker, it lands flat on the 
green. 
 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  No. 4? 
 
Q.  Yeah, the one over the lake, the par 3. 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I don't know, you never know how close you are to those limbs on that 
side. I knew keeping it just right of the hole it leaves you the best putt, putting back up the 
hill, but yeah, you've got to skirt with that tree. I did block it a little more, but I don't know how 
close it came to touching the limbs on that tree. It's a tricky hole. Yesterday in that wind I had 
a really good 8-iron in there to about four feet, 8-iron today. That's one of the tricky holes on 
the course. A par's a good score. 
 
Q.  You drove it well on the par 5s. What did you have coming in on those three par 5s 
today? Do you remember your distances? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I hit 6-iron into 3 and 5-iron into 15, and 18 I had a rescue in, but the lie 
was looking to me like it was a flyer lie and it didn't fly at all. It was actually kind of ballooning 
on me and came up short, which was surprising. You know, I just told myself just get it in the 
middle of the green and let's go home and take the trophy. I hit a fairly good chip. I couldn't 
really go at the flag anyway. The putt went in. 
 
Q.  Were you surprised that Ernie struggled a little today? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Well, you know this game, next time it's my turn, you know? This game. 
And he didn't play bad, he just couldn't make a putt. Once you struggle to make putts on 
these poa annua greens, it's difficult to see the lines. Today he just -- he actually hit a lot of 
good putts coming in on the back nine that shaved the hole, but unfortunately a couple of 
three-putts coming in. 
 
Q.  What did that pairing mean to you? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  It was great playing with him, you know, two other guys that won four 
U.S. Opens. Yeah, we spoke about that in the locker room. I said that's not requesting to 
happen too often, three guys playing together with six U.S. Opens. We had a great vibe 
between the three of us today on the course. 
 
Q.  What is it about the poa annua greens? It's a common theme talking about 
struggling with the poa annua. 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, they're tricky. First round they were very difficult and yesterday 
they didn't cut them but they watered them, which helped. They were still tricky to putt on. 
Poa annua is a tricky grass. You just strike it slightly off and the ball goes offline. It is a 
difficult grass to putt on. I've never putted well, played well on the west coast. This is the first 
time I've ever won on the west coast or even come close to winning, so it was nice to pull it 
off. 
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Q.  And that wind doesn't help? I mean, the first two days, strong winds, and today 
was more -- 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yesterday was the tough day and I managed to get a good round in, 
which put me in contention, although the finish wasn't so good yesterday. I missed a 
two-footer for birdie. I was in the final group and I knew it all day, you know, just I knew 
you're going to have to shoot lowish today because the conditions were better and I just got 
off to a great start and fought to stay again. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) since 2019 I think since your last win. How much were you sort of 
looking forward to getting back to this point? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I mean, I'll say I was pretty nervous out there today. When you're 
not in contention like Langer every week, although I've had a couple of good starts so far 
this season. Last week I struggled badly with allergies and couldn't see the ball and this 
week it was a lot better. My lips are still broken from last week. It's nice, I knew I was sort of 
playing well. Like last week it was just I couldn't putt, I couldn't see, I couldn't do anything. It 
was great this week to be back in and playing. The swing felt great, I drove it nicely this 
week, a lot of good iron shots. I can't complain. Obviously you win by three or four, you 
played well. 
 
Q.  You've had some injuries too coming in, after last year and coming into this year, 
so you feel like sort of -- 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  At this age there's always going to be something niggling. For me 
it was the shoulder last year. I had it injected three times last year and it just didn't 
want to go away and the doctor said best thing is to just get it operated on. I did that 
in November straight after Phoenix, took six weeks off and started swinging away and 
came back in Hawaii. It was still hurting, but nothing like it was, and the last few 
weeks it's pretty much disappeared now. 
 
Q.  Was it a torn labrum or what was it? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  It was a bone spur. 
 
Q.  Retief, you also told us when we asked you who's going to win the Schwab Cup 
and you said "Retief Goosen." I wonder if like now it's sort of -- this sort of kind of 
gets you going in that right direction? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I got off to a pretty good start, a fourth and a third place or 
something like that, a win here and it's still really early. We've got a nice break coming up 
now, three weeks, then we play one and then another week or two off. I can go home and 
spend a bit of time with the family and get back in the gym a little bit and get ready for the 
season when it really kicks off. 
 


